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I. Overview II. 10 Facts and Observations in 2021

The 2021 Handbook of Statistics on Korean International Development 
Cooperation CSO (hereinafter referred to as “the CSO Handbook”) aims to 
improve transparency and accountability in the non-profit sector of development 
cooperation through voluntary disclosure of information by Korean CSOs working 
in international development cooperation. The CSO Handbook has been published 
biennially since 2003 by the Korea NGO Council for Overseas Development 
Cooperation (KCOC) and the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA), 
and identifies the contribution of Korean CSOs to achieving the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) through analysis of their organizations, finances and 
fundraising, overseas projects, cooperation with governments, and workforces. It 
also provides data as a contribution to the annual OECD Development Assistance 
Committee (DAC) statistics.

The CSO Handbook is published in Korean and a summary in English and shared on 
the KCOC website. By providing key information that can be utilized by civil society, 
government, business, academia, the media and other stakeholders, we hope to 
build an enabling environment for international development activities involving 
CSOs.

The CSO Handbook surveyed the CSOs that responded to the 2011-2019 CSO 
Handbook, including KCOC member organizations, and organizations that 
participated in the KOICA’s Civil Society Cooperation Project. The 2021 CSO 
Handbook survey was sent to a total of 338 organizations, with 126 organizations 
responding. For the 16 non-respondents, the KCOC research team collected their 
disclosures and included them in the analysis to keep the number of organizations 
surveyed at a similar level to previous years.

- Survey period: August-September 2022
- Number of organizations surveyed: 338 
- Organizations responding to the survey: 126 organizations
- Number of organizations researched by the KCOC: 16 organizations
- Total organizations included in analysis: 142 

1. Number of Organizations Participating in the Survey

2.  Establishment of Organizations by Year,  
and Year Overseas Activity Commenced 
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3. Religious Affiliation 5. Total Expenditures 

6.  Statistics on International 
Development Projects 

In 2021, Korean CSOs spent KRW 610,106 million on 
overseas projects. Project expenses are classified into CSO 
funds and government funds. CSO funds include personal 
donations and cooperation funds (international organizations, 
corporations, distribution organizations, academia, etc.).

Overseas Projects

Total Direct Beneficiaries 

4. Total Income 
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6-1. Statistics by Continent 6-2. Projects by Country (top 10 countries)
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6-3. Statistics by Sector Sectors were determined by the CRS purpose code used 
by the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC). 
The fields in which Korean CSOs are most interested are 
“Education,” “Humanitarian Assistance,” and “Health,” 
excluding “Other Social Infrastructure & Services” and 
“Other Multi-sectors,” which cannot be subdivided. 

7. Donor Statistics 
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8.  Aid for CSOs In 2021, a total of 44 of 120 organizations received government 
funding for overseas projects. The total overseas project 
expenses amounted to KRW 610,106 million, with KRW 
558,644 million (91.6%) coming from the CSOs’ own funds 
and KRW 51,462 million (8.4%) coming from the government.

9.  Statistics on Overseas 
Humanitarian Assistance

In 2021, humanitarian assistance expenditures increased 
significantly compared to 2019. The total amount of support 
was KRW 83,964 million, or approximately three times the 
KRW 27,050 million spent in 2019. This can be interpreted 
as a result of a number of humanitarian crises around the 
world or an increase in the activities of Korean international 
development CSOs in the field of humanitarian assistance. 
The largest humanitarian assistance projects were carried 
out in Lebanon, Bangladesh, South Sudan, and Somalia.No. of organizations

49

No. of supported countries

over 51

No. of projects

238
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10. Response to COVID-19 Korean CSOs conducted 365 projects in 74 countries worth  
KRW 127,312 million in response to COVID-19.  
This corresponds to about 21% of total overseas project 
expenses carried out in 2021.

III. Other Characteristics of Development CSOs in 2021

1. Alignment with UN SDGs: The most selected goals

In relation to the UN SDGs established in 2015, this survey examined the alignment of Korean 
CSO priority project activities with the SDGs. The survey questions asked respondents to 
select up to five of the 17 goals, focusing on their organization's activities. The most frequently 
selected goals were quality education (Goal 4), health and well-being (Goal 3), poverty 
eradication (Goal 1), ending hunger (Goal 2), and clean water and sanitation (Goal 6).

2. Overseas Field Offices

2-1. Registered Field Offices 
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2-2. Overseas Field Office Format

2-3. Overseas Field Offices and Staff, by Continent/Region

3. Workforce

According to the survey, there were 119 organizations with a total 9,211 full-time and part-time employees 
and 185,012 short-term and long-term volunteers. This is significantly higher than the 2019 domestic 
workforce size of 6,878.
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4. Efforts to Strengthen Transparency and Accountability 

CSOs are independent development actors and should be responsible for their own transparency and 
accountability. Organizations responded that they are making efforts to strengthen transparency 
and accountability in all categories, including governance, projects, and accounting. In particular, 
organizations responding to surveys can be seen as making efforts to strengthen organizational 
transparency and accountability by disclosing relevant information.

IV. Introduction to KCOC and KOICA

Korea NGO Council for Overseas Development Cooperation (KCOC) 

KCOC is a council of Korean international development CSOs and was founded in 1999. Its approximately 
140 member groups engage in humanitarian support and development cooperation projects in many areas 
around the world to eradicate poverty. KCOC aims to suggest the internally agreed directions for Korean 
international development NGOs and to grow with them through cooperation and solidarity. It also serves 
as a platform for its members to ensure projects are carried out successfully, and makes great efforts to 
assure NGO transparency and accountability. Furthermore, it is committed to raising awareness of global 
issues among the Korean public towards development of mature global citizenship and active participation 
in addressing the issues.

Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)

KOICA was established in April 1991 as a government organization for official development assistance 
(ODA). It aims to promote favorable relations and exchanges between Korea and KOICA’s partner 
countries and strengthen and support their economic and social development, thereby promoting 
cooperation in international development. Under the mission to “Leave no one behind with people-
centered peace and prosperity,” it practices global social values, implementing the government’s grant aid 
and technical cooperation programs. Its strategic goals are to: promote achievement of the UN SDGs in 
partner countries, lead inclusive partnerships to fulfill the global development agenda, build and nurture 
a development cooperation ecosystem, and manage the organization according to social values. In order 
to achieve this goal, KOICA engages in projects involving cooperation with individual countries, global 
training, dispatches of volunteer corps, humanitarian assistance, public-private partnerships, cooperation 
with international organizations, and the Global Disease Eradication Fund.
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