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(UDGLFDWLQJSRYHUW\DQGSURPRWLQJSURVSHULW\LQDFKDQJLQJZRUOG
³(UDGLFDWLQJSRYHUW\LQDOOLWVIRUPVDQGGLPHQVLRQVWKURXJKSURPRWLQJVXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQW
H[SDQGLQJRSSRUWXQLWLHVDQGDGGUHVVLQJUHODWHGFKDOOHQJHV´

,QWURGXFWRU\SDUW

)UDPLQJWKHGHFODUDWLRQORRNDWWKH
HQWLUHDJHQGDWKURXJKWKHOHQVRIWKH
WKHPHKLJKOLJKWLQJLQWHUOLQNDJHV
EHWZHHQWKH6'*V


&RQFLVHUHIHUHQFHWRUHOHYDQWRYHUDUFKLQJ
LQWHUJRYHUQPHQWDOSROLF\GRFXPHQWV

7KH6'*VDUHLQWHJUDWHGDQGLQGLYLVLEOHDQGEDODQFHWKH
WKUHHGLPHQVLRQVRIVXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQWLPSRUWDQFHRI
LQWHUOLQNDJHVDPRQJJRDOVUHDIILUPWKDWUHDOL]DWLRQRIWKH
KXPDQULJKWVRIDOODQGDFKLHYHPHQWRIJHQGHUHTXDOLW\DQG
HPSRZHUPHQWRIDOOZRPHQDQGJLUOVDUHFURVVFXWWLQJ
LVVXHVDFURVVWKH6'*V

<RXWKKDVDFULWLFDOUROHLQWKHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQRIWKH
$JHQGD<RXWKSHUVSHFWLYHVQHHGWREHLQWHJUDWHGLQWR
SROLF\GHVLJQIRUSRYHUW\HUDGLFDWLRQ,QYHVWLQJLQFKLOGUHQ
DVDPHDQVWRDGGUHVVPXOWLGLPHQVLRQDOFKLOGSRYHUW\HQG
LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOSRYHUW\DQGSURPRWHSURVSHULW\

5HIRUPLQJRIWKH81GHYHORSPHQWV\VWHPWREHILWIRU
SXUSRVH

(UDGLFDWLQJSRYHUW\LQDOOLWVIRUPVDQGGLPHQVLRQV
SDUWLFXODUO\H[WUHPHSRYHUW\LVWKHJUHDWHVWJOREDO
FKDOOHQJHDQGDQLQGLVSHQVDEOHUHTXLUHPHQWIRUVXVWDLQDEOH
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XVHRIPXOWLGLPHQVLRQDODQGRWKHUDSSURDFKHVDQGUHLWHUDWH
FRPPLWPHQWWRGRVR

5HVROYHWRHQGSRYHUW\DQGKXQJHUHYHU\ZKHUHWRFRPEDW
LQHTXDOLWLHVZLWKLQDQGDPRQJFRXQWULHVWREXLOGSHDFHIXO
MXVWDQGLQFOXVLYHVRFLHWLHVWRSURWHFWKXPDQULJKWV
GHPRFUDF\DQGWKHUXOHRIODZWRSURPRWHJHQGHUHTXDOLW\
DQGWKHHPSRZHUPHQWRIZRPHQDQGJLUOVWRSURPRWH
WROHUDQFHDQGFXOWXUDOGLYHUVLW\

'HWHUPLQHGWRSURWHFWWKHSODQHWIURPGHJUDGDWLRQ
LQFOXGLQJWKURXJKVXVWDLQDEOHFRQVXPSWLRQDQGSURGXFWLRQ
VXVWDLQDEO\PDQDJLQJLWVQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHVDQGWDNLQJ
XUJHQWDFWLRQRQFOLPDWHFKDQJHVRWKDWLWFDQVXSSRUWWKH
QHHGVRIWKHSUHVHQWDQGIXWXUHJHQHUDWLRQV

3OHGJHWKDWQRRQHZLOOEHOHIWEHKLQG5HFRJQL]HWKDWWKH
GLJQLW\RIWKHKXPDQSHUVRQLVIXQGDPHQWDOWKH*RDOVDQG
WDUJHWVQHHGWREHPHWIRUDOOWKHIXUWKHVWEHKLQGZLOOQHHG
WREHUHDFKHGILUVWWKHPRVWYXOQHUDEOHQHHGWREH
HPSRZHUHGLQFOXGLQJDOOFKLOGUHQ\RXWKSHUVRQVZLWK
GLVDELOLWLHVSHRSOHOLYLQJZLWK+,9$,'6ROGHUSHUVRQV
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LQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQDVDSDWKZD\IRUHFRQRPLFWUDQVIRUPDWLRQ
DQGHPSOR\PHQWFUHDWLRQ

3URJUHVVWRGDWHLQSDUWLFXODUZLWK
0DLQHOHPHQWVIURP6*6'*SURJUHVVUHSRUWLQSXWIURP
UHJDUGWRWKH6'*VXQGHUUHYLHZDV WKH81V\VWHP(&262&IXQFWLRQDOFRPPLVVLRQVDQGRWKHU
ZHOODV6'*
UHOHYDQWIRUD


(PSKDVL]HLQWHJUDWHGXQLYHUVDODQGLQGLYLVLEOHQDWXUHRI
6'*VDVZHOODVLQWHUOLQNDJHVDPRQJDOO*RDOV
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UHJDUGWRWKH6'*VXQGHUUHYLHZDV WKH81V\VWHP(&262&IXQFWLRQDOFRPPLVVLRQVDQGRWKHU
ZHOODV6'*
UHOHYDQWIRUD

6XVWDLQHGVWURQJOHDGHUVKLSDQGSROLWLFDOZLOOUHTXLUHGWR
FRQWLQXHWREXLOGPRPHQWXPIRUDFWLRQ

0HPEHU6WDWHVWRLPSOHPHQWSRYHUW\HUDGLFDWLRQDVDQ
LQWHJUDOSDUWRIWKHLUQDWLRQDOVXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQW
SODQV

,PSRUWDQWUROHRIWKH81V\VWHPLQSURPRWLQJQDWLRQDO
VXSSRUWPHDVXUHVIRUWKHDFKLHYHPHQWRIWKH6'*V
7KURXJKLWVQRUPDWLYHDQGDQDO\WLFDOZRUNWKH(&262&
V\VWHPLVHQFRXUDJHGWRIXUWKHUVWUHQJWKHQWKLVUROHLQDQ
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3ROLF\LQWHJUDWLRQHVVHQWLDOWRSRYHUW\HUDGLFDWLRQDQGWKH
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HQJDJHPHQWE\DOOGHYHORSPHQWVWDNHKROGHUVDVZHOODVD
VWURQJFROOHFWLYHUHVSRQVH5HDIILUPDWLRQRIWKHLPSRUWDQW
UROHRI0DMRU*URXSVFLYLOVRFLHW\HWF

+XPDQLWDULDQFULVHVERWKQDWXUDODQGPDQPDGHKLQGHU
HFRQRPLFJURZWKVRFLDOLQFOXVLRQDQGHQYLURQPHQWDO
SURWHFWLRQ7KH\HURGHGHYHORSPHQWJDLQVDQGSXVKSHRSOH
IXUWKHULQWRSRYHUW\

&RXQWULHVLQVSHFLDOVLWXDWLRQV
6SHFLDOFKDOOHQJHVWKH\DUHIDFLQJDQGFDOOVIRUDSSURSULDWH
VXSSRUWDQGUHVSRQVHV
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SRYHUW\UHGXFWLRQDQG6'*DFKLHYHPHQW

*LYHQWKHOHYHORIDPELWLRQRIWKH$JHQGDLPSURYLQJ
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DFKLHYLQJSRYHUW\HUDGLFDWLRQLQDOOLWVIRUPVDQGWKHUHODWHG
6'*V

+/3)XQGHUWKHDXVSLFHVRIWKH*HQHUDO$VVHPEO\DQGWKH
(FRQRPLFDQG6RFLDO&RXQFLOZLOOKDYHWKHFHQWUDOUROHLQ
RYHUVHHLQJIROORZXSDQGUHYLHZDWWKHJOREDOOHYHO

:HOFRPHDGRSWLRQRILQGLFDWRUVWKDWKDYHEHHQDJUHHGE\
WKH6WDWLVWLFDO&RPPLVVLRQDQGHPSKDVL]HLPSRUWDQFHRI
GDWDFROOHFWLRQDQGDQDO\VLVDVZHOODVFDSDFLW\EXLOGLQJLQ
WKLVDUHD

5HLWHUDWLRQRILPSRUWDQFHRIUHJLRQDOFRRSHUDWLRQLQVXSSRUW
RIWKH$JHQGDLPSRUWDQFHRIORFDOL]LQJDQG
FRPPXQLFDWLQJWKH6'*VDWDOOOHYHOVIURPWKHQDWLRQDO
GRZQWRWKHJUDVVURRWVOHYHOZKHUHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQWDNHV
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&RPPHQGWKHFRXQWULHVWKDWSUHVHQWHGYROXQWDU\
QDWLRQDOUHYLHZVDQGSXWIRUZDUGDVHWRIUHFRPPHQGDWLRQV
EDVHGRQDGRSWLRQRIVXFFHVVIXODSSURDFKHVDVZHOODV
FRPPRQFKDOOHQJHVLGHQWLILHGVRIDU

:HOFRPHHIIRUWVE\VRPHFRXQWULHVWRLQYROYHFLYLOVRFLHW\
VWDNHKROGHUVLQWKHLU915SURFHVVHV
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Summary
Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 70/1, the Secretary-General, in
cooperation with the United Nations system, has the honour to submit the report on
progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals. The report provides a global
overview of the current situation of the Goals, on the basis of the latest available data
for indicators in the global indicator framework.a
a
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The report was submitted on 10 May 2017 because of new data updates from a few international
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Introduction
1.
The present report, mandated by the General Assembly in paragraph 83 of its
resolution 70/1 on transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, informs the high-level political forum on progress towards the
Sustainable Development Goals. The report is prepared annually by the Secretary General in cooperation with the United Nations system. It is based on a global
indicator framework developed by the Inter -Agency and Expert Group on
Sustainable Development Goal Indicators, which was adopted by the Statistical
Commission at its forty-eighth session, held in March 2017 (see E/2017/24, chap. I,
sect. A, and annex I).
2.
The report provides an overview of global progress towards the 17 Goals of
the 2030 Agenda, on the basis of a selection of indicators for which data were
available as of April 2017. Some targets are not reflected at this stage, owing to the
lack of data, or because they are measured by indicators that are still undergoing
methodological development. For most indicators presented in the report, values
represent global, regional and subregional aggregates. They are calculated from data
from national statistical systems, compiled by international agencies, on the basis of
their respective mandates and specialized expertise. The national data are often
adjusted for international comparability and, where lacking, estimations are made
by international agencies. 1
3.
The composition of regions and subregions in the present report is based on
United Nations geographical regions, with some modifications necessary to create,
to the extent possible, groups of countries for which aggregates are meaningful. 2
Although the aggregated figures presented are a convenient way to track progress,
the situation of individual countries within a given region may vary significantly
from regional averages. A supplementary document (English only) that contains the
statistical annex for the report and a database of available global, regional and
country data and metadata for the Sustainable Development Goals indicators is
available at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs.
4.
The availability of high-quality, timely and disaggregated data is vital for
evidence-based decision-making and to ensure accountability for implementation of
the 2030 Agenda. Tracking progress on the Sustainable Development Goals requires
an unprecedented amount of data and statistics at all levels, which poses a major
challenge to national and international statistical systems. The global statistical
community is working to modernize and strengthen statistical systems to address all
aspects of the production and use of data for sustainable development.

Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
5.
Despite the fact that the global poverty rate has been halved since 2000,
intensified efforts are required to boost the incomes, alleviate the suffering and
build the resilience of those individuals still living in extreme poverty, in particular
in sub-Saharan Africa. Social protection systems need to be expanded and risks need
to be mitigated for disaster-prone countries, which also tend to be the most
impoverished.
__________________
1

2

Additional information pertaining to the indicators presented in the present report, availability of
data and methodological development of the Sustainable Development Goals indicators, and the
full list of contributing organizations are available at: http ://unstats.un.org/sdgs.
Details of the regional groupings used in the present report are available at: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
indicators/regional-groups/.
17-07553
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• In 2013, an estimated 767 million people lived below the international poverty
line of $1.90 a day — down from 1.7 billion people in 1999. That figure
reflects a decrease in the global poverty rate from 28 per cent in 1999 to 11 per
cent in 2013. The most significant progress was seen in Eastern and South Eastern Asia, where the rate declined from 35 per cent in 1999 to 3 per cent in
2013. In contrast, 42 per cent of people in sub-Saharan Africa continued to
subsist in conditions of extreme poverty in 2013.
• In 2016, just under 10 per cent of the world’s workers were living with their
families on less than $1.90 per person per day, down from 28 per cent in 2000.
In the least developed countries, nearly 38 per cent of workers in 2016 were
living below the poverty line.
• Social protection systems are fundamental to preventing and reducing poverty
and inequality at every stage of people’s lives, through benefits for children,
mothers with newborns, persons with disabilities, older persons and those
persons who are poor and without jobs. Preliminary data show that in 2016,
only 64 per cent of the world’s population was effectively protected by a social
protection system and that coverage varied widely across countries and
regions.
• In 2016, 68 per cent of people above retirement age received a pension and
more than half of people with severe disabilities collected disability benefits.
However, that global average masks large regional differences. In Oceania,
excluding Australia and New Zealand, and in sub-Saharan Africa, only 5 per
cent and 21 per cent, respectively, of people above retirement age received a
pension in 2016.
• Other vulnerable groups lack social protections as well. In 2016, only 28 per
cent of unemployed individuals worldwide received unemployment benefits
and only 34 per cent of women giving birth received maternity benefits.
• Building the resilience of the poor and strengthening disaster risk reduction is
a core development strategy for ending extreme poverty in the most afflicted
countries. Economic losses from disasters are now reaching an average of
$250 billion to $300 billion a year. Disaster risk globally is highly
concentrated in low- and lower-middle-income countries. In relation to the
size of their economies, small island developing States have borne a
disproportionate impact.

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition
and promote sustainable agriculture
6.
Efforts to combat hunger and malnutrition have advanced significantly since
2000. Ending hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition for all, however, will require
continued and focused efforts, especially in Asia and Africa. More investments in
agriculture, including government spending and aid, are needed to increase capacity
for agricultural productivity.
• The proportion of undernourished people worldwide declined from 15 per cent
in 2000-2002 to 11 per cent in 2014-2016. About 793 million people are
undernourished globally, down from 930 million people during the same
period.
• In 2016, an estimated 155 million children under 5 years of age were stunted
(too short for their age, a result of chronic malnutrition). Globally, the stunting
rate fell from 33 per cent in 2000 to 23 per cent in 2016. Southern Asia and

17-07553
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sub-Saharan Africa accounted for three quarters of all stunted children that
year.
• In 2016, an estimated 52 million children under 5 years of age worldwide
suffered from wasting (with a low weight for their height, usually the result of
an acute and significant food shortage and/or disease). The global wasting rate
in 2016 was 7.7 per cent, with the highest rate (14.8 per cent) in Central and
Southern Asia. At the other end of the spectrum, overweight and obesity
affected 41 million children under 5 years of age worldwide (6 per cent) in
2016.
• Ending hunger demands sustainable food production systems and resilient
agricultural practices. One aspect of that effort is maintaining the genetic
diversity of plants and animals, which is crucial for agriculture and food
production. In 2016, 4.7 million samples of seeds and other plant genetic
material for food and agriculture were preserved in 602 gene banks throughout
82 countries and 14 regional and international centres — a 2 per cent increase
since 2014. Animal genetic material has been cryoconserve d, but only for 15
per cent of national breed populations, according to information obtained from
128 countries. The stored genetic material is sufficient to reconstitute only 7
per cent of national breed populations should they become extinct. As of
February 2017, 20 per cent of local breeds were classified as at risk.
• Increased investments are needed to enhance capacity for agricultural
productivity. However, the global agriculture orientation index — defined as
agriculture’s share of government expenditure divided by the sector’s share of
gross domestic product (GDP) — fell from 0.38 in 2001 to 0.24 in 2013 and to
0.21 in 2015.
• The share of sector-allocable aid allocated to agriculture from member
countries of the Development Assistance Committee of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) fell from nearly 20 per cent
in the mid-1980s to 7 per cent in the late 1990s, where it remained through
2015. The decline reflects a shift away from aid for financing infrastructure
and production towards a greater focus on social sectors.
• In 2016, 21 countries experienced high or moderately high domestic prices,
relative to their historic levels, for one or more staple cereal food
commodities. Thirteen of those countries were in sub-Saharan Africa. The
main causes of high prices were declines in domestic output, currency
depreciation and insecurity. Localized increases in fuel prices also drove food
prices higher.
• Some progress has been made in preventing distortions in world agricul tural
markets. The global agricultural export subsidies were reduced by 94 per cent
from 2000 to 2014. In December 2015, members of the World Trade
Organization adopted a ministerial decision on eliminating export subsidies for
agricultural products and restraining export measures that have a similar
effect.

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at
all ages
7.
Since 2000, impressive advancements have been made on many health fronts.
However, to meet the Sustainable Development Goals health targets by 2030,
progress must be accelerated, in particular in regions with the highest burden of
disease.
17-07553
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Reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health
• In 2015, the global maternal mortality ratio stood at 216 maternal deaths per
100,000 live births. Achieving the target of less than 70 maternal deaths by
2030 requires an annual rate of reduction of at least 7.5 per cent, more than
double the annual rate of progress achieved from 2000 to 2015. Most maternal
deaths can be prevented. In 2016, 78 per cent of live births worldwide
benefited from skilled care during delivery, compared to 61 per cent in 2000.
In sub-Saharan Africa, however, the rate in 2016 was only 53 per cent of live
births.
• The mortality rate for children under 5 years of age globally was 43 deaths per
1,000 live births in 2015. That rate represents a 44 per cent reduction since
2000. Mortality among children under 5 years of age remains high in
sub-Saharan Africa, with a rate of 84 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2015.
• Children are most vulnerable in the first 28 days of life (the neonatal period).
In 2015, the global neonatal mortality rate was 19 deaths per 1,000 live births,
a decrease from 31 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2000. Neonatal mortality is
highest in Central and Southern Asia and in sub-Saharan Africa, at 29 deaths
per 1,000 live births in each of those regions in 2015.
• Preventing unintended pregnancies and reducing adolescent childbearing
through universal access to sexual and reproductive health care is crucial to
the health and well-being of women, children and adolescents. In 2017, 78 per
cent of women of reproductive age (15 to 49 years of age) worldwide who
were married or in union had their need for family planning satisfied with
modern methods, up from 75 per cent in 2000. Progress has been substantial in
the least developed countries, with a rise of 18 percentage points from 2000 to
2017.
• Globally, childbearing among adolescents 15 to 19 years of age declined by 21
per cent from 2000 to 2015; in Northern America and Southern Asia, it
dropped by more than 50 per cent. However, the adolescent birth rate remains
high in two thirds of all countries, with more than 20 births per 1,000
adolescent girls in 2015.
Infectious diseases
• Major advances have been made in combating infectious diseases. Globally in
2015, there were 0.3 new HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) infections per
1,000 uninfected people; among children under 15 years of age, there were
0.08 new HIV infections. That data represents a decline of 45 per cent and 71
per cent, respectively, since 2000. The incidence of HIV infection remained
highest in sub-Saharan Africa, with 1.5 new infections per 1,000 uninfected
people in 2015.
• In 2015, 10.4 million new cases of tuberculosis were reported worldwide,
which represents 142 new cases per 100,000 people, or a decline of 17 per cent
since 2000. The global malaria incidence rate in 2015 was 94 per 1,000 people
at risk, a 41 per cent decrease since 2000. In 2015, 1.6 billion people required
mass or individual treatment and care for neglected tropical diseases, a 21 per
cent decline from 2010.
• Around 1.34 million deaths were attributed to hepatitis in 2015, including 0.9
million deaths owing to hepatitis B. Hepatitis B can be prevented through
vaccinations; global coverage of vaccinations for that disease among children
1 year of age increased from 29 per cent in 2000 to 84 per cent in 2015.
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• A major risk factor for infectious diseases and mortality is the lack of safe
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services, which disproportionately
affects sub-Saharan Africa and Central/Southern Asia. Death rates owing to
the lack of WASH services in those two regions were 46 and 23 per 100,000
people, respectively, compared to 12 per 100,000 people globally in 2012.
Non-communicable diseases and mental health
• Premature deaths (before 70 years of age) owing to cardiovascular disease,
cancer, chronic respiratory disease or diabetes totalled about 13 million in
2015, accounting for 43 per cent of all premature deaths globally. From 2000
to 2015, the risk of dying between 30 and 70 years of age from one of those
four causes decreased from 23 per cent to 19 per cent, falling short of the rate
required to meet the 2030 target of a one-third reduction.
• Such mental disorders as depression can lead to suicide. Nearly 800,000
suicides occurred worldwide in 2015, with men about twice as likely to
commit suicide as women.
• Tobacco and alcohol use contributes to the burden of non -communicable
diseases. The World Health Organization (WHO) Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control has been ratified by 180 parties, which represent 90 per cent
of the global population. Still, more than 1.1 billion people, mostly men,
consumed tobacco in 2015. The prevalence of smoking among those
individuals 15 years of age and older dropped from 23 per cent in 2007 to 21
per cent in 2013. In 2016, the average consumption of pure alcohol was 6.4
litres per year per person among those individuals 15 years of age or older.
• Indoor and ambient air pollution is the greatest environmental health risk.
Globally in 2012, household air pollution from cooking with unclean fuels or
inefficient technologies led to an estimated 4.3 million deaths, while ambient
air pollution from traffic, industrial sources, waste burning or residential fuel
combustion resulted in an estimated 3 million deaths.
Other health risks
• In 2013, about 1.25 million people died from road traffic injuries, the leading
cause of death among males between 15 and 29 years of age. Road traffic
deaths have increased by about 13 per cent globally since 2000.
• Worldwide in 2015, an estimated 108,000 people died as a result of
unintentional poisoning. That figure represents 1.5 deaths per 100,000 people,
a 33 per cent decrease since 2000.
Health systems and funding
• In 2015, total official flows for medical research and basic health from al l
donor countries and multilateral organizations amounted to $9.7 billion, an
increase in real terms of 30 per cent since 2010. Of that amount, the member
countries of the Development Assistance Committee of OECD contributed
$4.3 billion.
• Available data from 2005 to 2015 indicate that about half of all countries,
including almost all the least developed countries, have fewer than 1 physician
and fewer than 3 nurses or midwives per 1,000 people.
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Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all
8.
Achieving inclusive and equitable quality education for all will require
increasing efforts, especially in sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia and for
vulnerable populations, including persons with disabilities, indigenous people,
refugee children and poor children in rural areas.
• In 2014, about 2 in 3 children worldwide participated in pre-primary or
primary education in the year prior to official entry age for primary school.
However, in the least developed countries, the ratio was only 4 in 10.
• Despite considerable gains in education enrolment over the past 15 years,
worldwide, the adjusted net enrolment rates were 91 per cent for primary
education, 84 per cent for lower secondary education and 63 per cent for upper
secondary education in 2014. About 263 million children and youth were out
of school, including 61 million children of primary school age. Sub -Saharan
Africa and Southern Asia account for over 70 per cent of the global out -ofschool population in primary and secondary education.
• Even though more children than ever are going to school, many do not acquire
basic skills in reading and mathematics. Recent learning assessment studi es
show that in 9 of 24 sub-Saharan African countries and 6 of 15 Latin American
countries with data, fewer than half of the students at the end of primary
education had attained minimum proficiency levels in mathematics. In 6 of 24
sub-Saharan African countries with data, fewer than half of the students who
finished their primary schooling had attained minimum proficiency levels in
reading.
• Equity issues constitute a major challenge in education according to a recent
assessment. In all countries with data, children from the richest 20 per cent of
households achieved greater proficiency in reading at the end of their primary
and lower secondary education than children from the poorest 20 per cent of
households. In most countries with data, urban children scored higher in
reading than rural children.
• The lack of trained teachers and the poor condition of schools in many parts of
the world are jeopardizing prospects for quality education for all. Sub -Saharan
Africa has a relatively low percentage of trained teachers in pre-primary,
primary and secondary education (41 per cent, 72 per cent and 55 per cent,
respectively). Moreover, the majority of schools in the region do not have
access to electricity or potable water.
• On the basis of data from 65 developing countries, the average percentage of
schools with access to computers and the Internet for teaching purposes is
above 60 per cent in both primary and secondary education. However, the
share is less than 40 per cent in more than half of sub-Saharan countries with
data.
• Official development assistance (ODA) for scholarships amounted to
$1 billion in 2015, a decrease from $1.2 billion in 2014. Australia, France and
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland were the largest
contributors.
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Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
9.
Gender inequality persists worldwide, depriving women and girls of their
basic rights and opportunities. Achieving gender equality and the empowe rment of
women and girls will require more vigorous efforts, including legal frameworks, to
counter deeply rooted gender-based discrimination that often results from
patriarchal attitudes and related social norms.
• On the basis of data from 2005 to 2016 for 87 countries, 19 per cent of women
between 15 and 49 years of age said they had experienced physical and/or
sexual violence by an intimate partner in the 12 months prior to the survey. In
the most extreme cases, such violence can lead to death. In 201 2, almost half
of all women who were victims of intentional homicide worldwide were killed
by an intimate partner or family member, compared to 6 per cent of male
victims.
• Child marriage is declining, but not fast enough. Around 1990, nearly 1 in
3 women between 20 and 24 years of age reported that they were married
before 18 years of age. Around 2015, the ratio was just over 1 in 4. The
decline is driven by an even steeper reduction in the marriage rate among girls
under 15 years of age during that period.
• The harmful practice of female genital mutilation/cutting has declined by
30 per cent over the last three decades. Nevertheless, prevalence remains high
in some of the 30 countries with representative data. In those countries, survey
data from around 2015 indicate that more than 1 in 3 girls between 15 and
19 years of age have undergone the procedure compared to nearly 1 in 2 girls
in the mid-1980s.
• The average amount of time spent on unpaid domestic and care work is more
than threefold higher for women than men, according to survey data from
84 countries and areas. Available data indicate that time spent on domestic
chores accounts for a large proportion of the gender gap in unpaid work.
• Globally, women’s participation in single or lower ho uses of national
parliaments reached 23.4 per cent in 2017, just 10 percentage points higher
than in 2000. Such slow progress suggests that stronger political commitment
and more ambitious measures and quotas are needed to boost women’s
political participation and empowerment.
• Women are still underrepresented in managerial positions. In the majority of
the 67 countries with data from 2009 to 2015, fewer than a third of senior - and
middle-management positions were held by women.
• Just over half (52 per cent) of women between 15 and 49 years of age who are
married or in union make their own decisions about consensual sexual
relations and use of contraceptives and health services. That statistic is based
on available data from around 2012 for 45 countries, 43 of which are in
developing regions.

Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water
and sanitation for all
10. Access to safe water and sanitation and sound management of freshwater
ecosystems are essential to human health and to environmental sustainability and
economic prosperity.
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• In 2015, 6.6 billion people (over 90 per cent of the world’s population) used
improved drinking water sources and 4.9 billion people (over two thirds of the
world’s population) used improved sanitation facilities. In both cases, people
without access live predominantly in rural areas. Achieving universal access to
basic sanitation and ending the unsafe practice of open defecation will require
substantial acceleration of progress in rural areas of Central and Southern
Asia, Eastern and South-Eastern Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.
• Effective water and sanitation management relies on the participation of a
range of stakeholders, including local communities. A 2016-2017 survey found
that over 80 per cent of 74 responding countries had clearly defined
procedures for engaging service users/communities in water and sanitation
management.
• More than 2 billion people globally are living in countries with excess water
stress, defined as the ratio of total freshwater withdrawn to total renewable
freshwater resources above a threshold of 25 per cent. Northern Africa and
Western Asia as well as Central and Southern Asia experience water stress
levels above 60 per cent, which indicates the strong probability of future water
scarcity.
• In 2012, 65 per cent of the 130 countries that responded to a survey on
integrated water resources management reported that management plans were
in place at the national level.
• ODA for the water sector has been rising steadily, but has remained relatively
constant as a proportion of total ODA disbursements, at approximately 5 per
cent since 2005. In 2015, ODA disbursements in the water sector totalled
about $8.6 billion, which represents an increase of 67 per cent in real te rms
since 2005.

Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and
modern energy for all
11. Progress in every area of sustainable energy falls short of what is needed to
achieve energy access for all and to meet targets for renewable en ergy and energy
efficiency. Meaningful improvements will require higher levels of financing and
bolder policy commitments, together with the willingness of countries to embrace
new technologies on a much wider scale.
• Globally, 85.3 per cent of the population had access to electricity in 2014, an
increase of only 0.3 percentage points since 2012. That means that 1.1 billion
people, predominantly rural dwellers, still function without electricity. Half of
those people live in sub-Saharan Africa.
• Access to clean fuels and technologies for cooking climbed to 57.4 per cent in
2014, up slightly from 56.5 per cent in 2012. More than 3 billion people, the
majority of them in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, are still cooking without
clean fuels and more efficient technologies.
• The share of renewable energy in final energy consumption grew modestly
from 2012 to 2014, from 17.9 per cent to 18.3 per cent. Most of the increase
was from renewable electricity from water, solar and wind power. Solar and
wind power still make up a relatively minor share of energy consumption,
despite their rapid growth in recent years. The challenge is to increase the
share of renewable energy in the heat and transport sectors, which together
account for 80 per cent of global energy consumption.
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• From 2012 to 2014, three quarters of the world’s 20 largest energy -consuming
countries had reduced their energy intensity — the ratio of energy used per
unit of GDP. The reduction was driven mainly by greater efficiencies in the
industry and transport sectors. However, that progress is still not sufficient to
meet the target of doubling the global rate of improvement in energy
efficiency.

Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic
growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all
12. Increasing labour productivity, reducing the unemployment rate, especially for
young people, and improving access to financial services and benefits are essential
components of sustained and inclusive economic growth.
• The average annual growth rate of real GDP per capita worldwide was 1.6 per
cent from 2010 to 2015, compared to 0.9 per cent in 2005 -2009. In the least
developed countries, the per capita growth rate accelerated from 3.5 per cent
in 2000-2004 to 4.6 per cent in 2005-2009, before slowing to 2.5 per cent in
2010-2015. Overall average annual GDP growth in the least developed
countries followed a similar trend, decelerating from 7.1 per cent in 2005 -2009
to 4.9 per cent in 2010-2015, below the Sustainable Development Goals target
of 7 per cent.
• The growth of labour productivity (GDP per worker) globally has slowed from
an average annual rate of 2.9 per cent from 2000 to 2008 to 1.9 per cent from
2009 to 2016. The slowdown represents a negative development for the global
economy, with adverse effects on living standards and real wages.
• The global unemployment rate stood at 5.7 per cent in 2016, with women more
likely to be unemployed than men across all age groups. Youth were almost
three times as likely as adults to be unemployed, with unemployment rates of
12.8 per cent and 4.4 per cent, respectively, in 2016. Moreover, in more than
76 per cent of countries with data, more than 1 in 10 youth are neither in the
educational system nor working. Young women are more likely than young
men to fall into that category in almost 70 per cent of countries with data.
• While the number of children from 5 to 17 years of age who are working has
declined from 246 million in 2000 to 168 million in 2012, child labour remains
a serious concern. More than half of child labourers (85 million children)
participate in hazardous work and 59 per cent of them work in the agricultural
sector. Girls have made greater progress than boys, with the number of girls
engaged in child labour declining by 40 per cent during the period 2000-2012,
compared to a decline of 25 per cent for boys.
• Access to financial services enables individuals and firms to manage changes
in income, deal with fluctuating cash flows, accumulate assets and make
productive investments. Access to financial services through automated teller
machines increased by 55 per cent worldwide from 2010 to 2015. Commercial
bank branches grew by 5 per cent during the same period, with the lower
growth explained by increased digital access to financial services. Globally,
there were 60 automated teller machines and 17 commercial bank branches per
100,000 adults in 2015. From 2011 to 2014, 700 million adults became new
account holders and the share of adults with an account at a financial
institution increased from 51 per cent to 61 per cent.
• After contracting slightly in 2014, aid for trade rose 5.4 per cent in real terms
to reach $53.9 billion in 2015 owing to a recovery in commitments for trade 17-07553
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related infrastructure and further growth in support of banking and agriculture.
Aid for trade commitments to the least developed countries increased in 2015
by $4.3 billion, reaching $17.2 billion. The Enhanced Integrated Framework,
an aid-for-trade programme dedicated to those countries, started its second
phase in 2016 and will run to 2022. Donor commitments to the Framework
stood at $55.3 million in 2016, with $17.3 million already disbursed to the
Trust Fund.

Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and
sustainable industrialization and foster innovation
13. Despite steady improvements in manufacturing output and employment,
renewed investment will be needed in the least developed countries to build needed
infrastructure and ensure the doubling of industry’s share of GDP in those countries
by 2030.
• Efficient transportation services generate employment and wealth and drive
economic development. In 2015, the estimated global economic impact (both
direct and indirect) of air transport was $2.7 trillion, equivalent to 3.5 per cent
of global GDP. The least developed countries, landlocked developing countries
and small island developing States represent far less air travel and freight
volumes, with each country group accounting for only 1 per cent to 2.7 per
cent of the global total.
• Manufacturing is a principal driver of economic development, employment
and social stability. Globally, manufacturing value added as a share of GDP
increased from 15.3 per cent in 2005 to 16.2 per cent in 2016. In 2016,
manufacturing value added per capita amounted to $4,621 in Northern
America and Europe, compared to about $100 in the least developed countries.
• As many countries move to more efficient and less energy-intensive industries,
their emissions of carbon dioxide per unit of manufacturing value added are
generally declining. From 2000 to 2014, Northern America and Europe
reduced their emissions intensity by 36 per cent and Eastern Asia reduced its
emissions intensity by 23 per cent. All of the 10 largest manufacturing
countries saw decreases in their emissions intensity. Such promising trends are
not reflected in the global emissions intensity level, however, since a
significant share of global manufacturing value added has moved to countries
with generally higher intensity levels.
• In 2014, investments in research and development stood at 1.7 per cent of
global GDP, up from 1.5 per cent in 2000. Worldwide, there were 1,098
researchers per million inhabitants in 2014, ranging from 63 in the least
developed countries to 3,500 in Northern America and Europe.
• ODA for economic infrastructure in developing countries reached $57 billion
in 2015, an increase of 32 per cent in real terms since 2010. The main recipient
sectors were transport and energy ($19 billion each).
• Manufacturing is increasingly shifting towards more technologically complex
products. While medium- and high-tech products continue to dominate
manufacturing production in industrialized economies (where they contribute
about 80 per cent of total manufacturing output), the share has barely reached
10 per cent in least developed countries.
• Mobile-cellular services have spread rapidly and have allowed people living in
previously unconnected areas to join the global information society. In 2016,
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95 per cent of the world’s population and 85 per cent of people in the least
developed countries were covered by a mobile -cellular signal. However, only
29 per cent of rural populations had access to a mobile -broadband network.

Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries
14. Progress in reducing inequality within and among countries has been mixed.
The voices of developing countries still need to be strengthened in decision-making
forums of international economic and financial institutions. Moreover, while
remittances can be a lifeline for families and communities of international migrant
workers in their countries of origin, the high cost of transferring money continues to
reduce such benefits.
• From 2008 to 2013, the per capita income or consumption of the poorest 40
per cent of the population improved more rapidly than the national average in
49 of 83 countries (accounting for three quarters of the world’s population)
with data.
• The International Monetary Fund, through its recent quota reform, has
increased the share of developing countries’ vote (defined as countries in
developing regions, according to the M49 classification) to 3 7 per cent in
2016, up from 33 per cent in 2010. That increase is still short of the 74 per
cent they represent in the membership. While the World Bank reforms of 2010
are still being implemented, that effort has not changed the 38 per cent share
of voting rights at the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
that developing countries have held since 2000.
• Duty-free treatment and favourable access conditions for exports from least
developed and developing countries have expanded. From 2005 to 2015, the
proportion of tariff lines globally with duty-free treatment for products that
originate in developing countries increased from 41 per cent to 50 per cent; for
products that originate in the least developed countries, the proportion rose
from 49 per cent to 65 per cent.
• The least developed countries and small island developing States continue to
require additional assistance to ensure that they share in the benefits of
sustainable development. In 2015, total resource flows to the least developed
countries and small island developing States amounted to $48 billion and
$6 billion, respectively. Eight donor countries met the target of 0.15 per cent
of gross national income (GNI) for ODA to the least developed countries.
• The benefits of remittance from international migrant workers are reduced
somewhat by the generally high cost of transfer. On average, post o ffices and
money transfer operators charge over 6 per cent of the amount remitted;
commercial banks charge 11 per cent. Both are significantly above the 3 per
cent target. New and improved technologies, such as prepaid cards and mobile
operators, result in lower fees for sending money home (between 2 per cent
and 4 per cent), but are not yet widely available or used for many remittance
corridors.

Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable
15. In recent decades, the world has experienced unprecedented urban growth. In
2015, close to 4 billion people — 54 per cent of the world’s population — lived in
cities and that number is projected to increase to about 5 billion people by 2030.
17-07553
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Rapid urbanization has brought enormous challenges, including growing numbers of
slum dwellers, increased air pollution, inadequate basic services and infrastructure,
and unplanned urban sprawl, which also make cities more vulnerable to disasters.
Better urban planning and management are needed to make the world’s urban spaces
more inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. As of 2016, more than 142 countries
were developing national-level urban policies.
• The proportion of the urban population that lives in developing country slums
fell from 39 per cent in 2000 to 30 per cent in 2014. Despite some gains, the
absolute number of urban residents who live in slums continued to grow,
owing in part to accelerating urbanization, population growth and lack of
appropriate land and housing policies. In 2014, an estimated 880 million urban
residents lived in slum conditions, compared to 792 million urban residents in
2000.
• As more and more people move to urban areas, cities typically expand their
geographic boundaries to accommodate new inhabitants. From 2000 to 2015,
in all regions of the world, the expansion of urban land outpaced the growth of
urban populations. As a result, cities are becoming less dense as they grow,
with unplanned urban sprawl challenging more sustainable patterns of urban
development.
• The safe removal and management of solid waste represents one of the most
vital urban environmental services. Uncollected solid waste blocks drains,
causes flooding and may lead to the spread of water -borne diseases. On the
basis of data from cities in 101 countries from 2009 to 2013, 65 per cent of the
urban population was served by municipal waste collection.
• Air pollution is a major environmental health risk. In 2014, 9 of 10 people
who live in cities were breathing air that did not comply with the safety
standard set by WHO.

Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
16. Achieving Goal 12 requires a strong national framework for sustainable
consumption and production that is integrated into national and sectoral plans,
sustainable business practices and consumer behaviour, together with adherence to
international norms on the management of hazardous chemicals and wastes.
• Decoupling economic growth from natural resource use is fundamen tal to
sustainable development. Global figures, however, point to worsening trends:
domestic material consumption (the total amount of natural resources used in
economic processes) increased from 1.51 kg to 1.73 kg per unit of GDP from
2000 to 2010. Total domestic material consumption also rose during the same
period — from 48.7 billion tons to 71.1 billion tons. The increase is due in part
to rising natural resource use worldwide, in particular in Eastern Asia.
• Countries continue to address challenges linked to air, soil and water pollution
and exposure to toxic chemicals under the auspices of multilateral
environmental agreements. Almost all States Members of the United Nations
are party to at least one of those conventions. Under the conventions’
obligations, countries are requested to regularly report data and information
related to hazardous wastes, persistent organic pollutants and ozone depleting
substances. However, from 2010 to 2014, only 57 per cent of the parties to the
Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous
Wastes and Their Disposal, 71 per cent of the parties to the Rotterdam
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous
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Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade and 51 per cent of the parties
to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants provided the
requested data and information. All parties reported to the Montreal Protocol
on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and
its impacts
17. Planetary warming continued in 2016, setting a new record of about 1.1
degrees Centigrade above the preindustrial period, according to the WMO (World
Meteorological Organization) Statement on the State of the Global Climate in 2016.
In the Statement, WMO also noted that the extent of global sea ice fell to a
minimum of 4.14 million km 2 in 2016, the second lowest extent on record.
Atmospheric carbon dioxide levels also reached a record high of 400 parts per
million that year. Mitigating climate change and its impacts will require building on
the momentum achieved by the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, which entered
into force on 4 November 2016. Stronger efforts are needed to build resilience and
limit climate-related hazards and natural disasters.
• Parties to the Paris Agreement are expected to prepare, communicate and
maintain successive nationally determined contributions. The nationall y
determined contributions reflect official country responses to climate change
and contributions to global climate action. As of 20 April 2017, 143 parties
ratified the Paris Agreement, of which 137 parties (136 countries and the
European Commission) communicated their first nationally determined
contributions to the secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change.
• As of 20 April 2017, seven developing countries successfully completed and
submitted the first iteration of their national adaptation plans, in response to
climate change.
• Developed countries have committed to jointly mobilizing $100 billion per
year by 2020 to address the climate-related needs of developing countries and
to continue that level of support through 2025. Initial efforts to mobilize
resources for the Green Climate Fund raised $10.3 billion and developed country parties are strongly urged to scale up their financial support.
• The number of deaths attributed to natural disasters continues to rise, desp ite
progress in implementing disaster risk reduction strategies. From 1990 to
2015, more than 1.6 million people died in internationally reported natural
disasters.
• Many countries have begun implementing national and local disaster risk
reduction strategies. In 2014-2015, most reporting countries indicated that
environmental impact assessments, legislation on protected areas, climate
change adaptation projects and programmes, and integrated planning played a
major role in reducing underlying risk factors.

Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine
resources for sustainable development
18. The increasingly adverse impacts of climate change (including ocean
acidification), overfishing and marine pollution are jeopardizing rece nt gains in
protecting portions of the world’s oceans.
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• Global trends point to continued deterioration of coastal waters owing to
pollution and eutrophication (excessive nutrients in water, frequently a result
of run-off from land, which causes dense plant growth and the death of animal
life from lack of oxygen). Of the 63 large marine ecosystems evaluated under
the Transboundary Waters Assessment Programme, 16 per cent of the
ecosystems are in the “high” or “highest” risk categories for coastal
eutrophication. They are located mainly in Western Europe, Southern and
Eastern Asia, and the Gulf of Mexico.
• Ocean acidification is closely linked to shifts in the carbonate chemistry of the
waters, which can lead to a significant weakening of the shells and s keletons
of many marine species (such as reef-building corals and shelled molluscs).
Studies of marine acidity at open ocean and coastal sites around the world
have indicated that current levels are often outside preindustrial bounds.
• Overfishing reduces food production, impairs the functioning of ecosystems
and reduces biodiversity. The proportion of world marine fish stocks within
biologically sustainable levels has declined from 90 per cent in 1974 to 68.6
per cent in 2013. However, the trend has slo wed and appears to have stabilized
from 2008 to 2013.
• Small-scale fisheries face numerous challenges. In response, about 70 per cent
of the respondents to a survey representing 92 countries and the European
Union have introduced or developed regulations, policies, laws, plans or
strategies specifically targeting small-scale fisheries.
• When effectively managed and well resourced, marine protected areas are
important mechanisms for safeguarding ocean life. In 2017, protected areas
cover 13.2 per cent of the marine environment under national jurisdiction (up
to 200 nautical miles from shore), 0.25 per cent of the marine environment
beyond national jurisdiction and 5.3 per cent of the total global ocean area.

Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification,
and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss
19. Progress in preserving and sustainably using the Earth’s terrestrial species and
ecosystems is uneven. The pace of forest loss has slowed and improvements
continue to be made in managing forests sustainably and protecting areas important
for biodiversity. However, declining trends in land productivity, biodiversity loss
and poaching and trafficking of wildlife remain serious concerns.
• The net loss of forest continues to slow and forest biomass stock per hectare is
stable. More forests are being protected and areas under long -term
management plans and voluntary certification have increased. From 2010 to
2015, the annual net loss of forest area globally was less than half that of the
1990s. The proportion of land area covered by forest decreased from 31.6 per
cent in 1990 to 30.8 per cent in 2010 and 30.6 per cent in 2015.
• Fifteen per cent of land is currently under protection, but that does not cover
all areas important for biodiversity. Protecting key biodiversity areas is
necessary to strengthen natural resource management and biodiversity
conservation. From 2000 to 2017, average worldwide coverage of terrestrial,
freshwater and mountain key biodiversity areas by protected areas increased
from 35 per cent to 47 per cent, from 32 per cent to 43 per cent and from 39
per cent to 49 per cent, respectively.
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• As of 2017, 76 per cent of the world’s mountain areas are covered by some
form of green vegetation, including forests, shrubs, grasses and crops. Green
cover on mountains is lowest in Central Asia (31 per cent) and highest in
Oceania (excluding Australia and New Zealand) (98 per cent).
• From 1998 to 2013, about one fifth of the Earth’s land surface covered by
vegetation showed persistent and declining trends in productivity. South
America and Africa are most affected.
• Biodiversity loss continues at an alarming rate according to the Red List
Index. The extinction risk for corals is increasing most rapidly among all
assessed species groups owing to the growing threat from climate change and
local impacts. Chytrid fungal disease, another grave concern, i s decimating
many amphibian species and increasing their risk of extinction.
• Wildlife poaching and trafficking continues to thwart conservation efforts.
Illicit wildlife markets are complex and subject to rapid fluctuations. Demand
for a given wildlife product can grow quickly, before the international
community can react. In 2013, elephant ivory, rosewood and rhinoceros horn
comprised over 60 per cent of total wildlife and timber product seizures.
• The global community is committed to conserving bio diversity. Two
international agreements aim at sharing the benefits from using genetic
resources in a fair and equitable way. As of April 2017, 144 countries ratified
the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
and 96 countries ratified the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources
and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization.
• In 2015, bilateral ODA in support of biodiversity amounted to $8.8 billion, an
increase of 39 per cent in real terms over 2014.

Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable
development, provide access to justice for all and build effective,
accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels
20. Violent conflicts have increased in recent years, while homicides have
declined slowly and more citizens around the world have better access to justice. A
few high-intensity armed conflicts are causing large numbers of civilian casualties.
Progress promoting peace and justice, together with effective, accountable and
inclusive institutions, remains uneven across and within regions.
• In 2015, between 5.2 persons and 6.7 persons per 100,000 persons worldwide
were victims of intentional homicide. While the homicide rate has declined
over the past decade, people in some countries located in Latin America,
sub-Saharan Africa and Asia face increased risk of intentional murder.
• Various forms of violence against children persist, including discipline that
relies on physical punishment and psychological aggression. In 76 countries
(most are developing countries) with available data from 2005 to 2016, about
8 in 10 children from 1 to 14 years of age were subjected to some form of
psychological aggression and/or physical punishment on a regular basis.
• Countries have made solid progress in terms of detecting victims of trafficking
in persons, as reflected by the increasing number of detected victims over the
last decade. Globally, more women and girls than men and boys were
identified as victims of trafficking in 2014. However, the share of women and
girls has slowly retreated, from 84 per cent in 2004 to 71 per cent in 2014.
While the share of victims trafficked for sexual exploitation has declined, the
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proportion of those trafficked for forced labour has increased. More than
25 per cent of all trafficking victims detected in 2014 were children, with girls
outnumbering boys (20 per cent and 8 per cent, respectively, of total victims).
• Sexual violence is perhaps the most disturbing of children’s rights violations.
Underreporting and a lack of comparable data limit understanding of the full
extent of the problem. In 35 low- and middle-income countries with data, the
proportions of women between 18 and 29 years of age who experienced sexual
violence for the first time before 18 years of age ranged from 0 per cent to
16 per cent.
• Rates of pretrial detention suggest that progress with respect to the rule of law
and access to justice has been slow. Globally, the proportion of people held in
detention without being sentenced for a crime has remained almost
unchanged — from 32 per cent of total prisoners in 2003-2005 to 31 per cent
in 2013-2015 — which indicates that substantive progress has not been
achieved in the ability of judicial systems to process and try the accused in a
fair and transparent manner.
• Opaque, burdensome and inefficient regulations and procedures nurture
opportunities for corrupt officials to extract bribes or unofficial payments. In
2015, over 18 per cent of firms worldwide reported receiving at least one
bribery payment request. The share of firms in low- and lower-middle-income
countries totalled 25 per cent, compared to 4 per cent in high-income
countries.
• To provide a sound basis for development, government budgets should be
comprehensive, transparent and realistic. While expenditure in nearly 2 in
3 countries was within 10 per cent of their original national budgets, more than
1 in 7 countries deviated by at least 15 per cent. Nevertheless, budget
reliability has improved over time, with about 8 in 10 countries in Southern
Asia and Eastern Asia and the Pacific showing improvement.
• Birth registration is a first step towards safeguarding individual rights and
providing every person with access to justice and social services. While many
regions have reached universal or near universal birth registration, globally the
average is just 71 per cent, on the basis of available country data reported from
2010 to 2016. Fewer than half (46 per cent) of all children under 5 years of
age in sub-Saharan Africa have had their births registered.
• Legislation that calls for freedom of information has increased steadily, but
slow or inefficient implementation of such laws remains a concern. More than
110 countries have adopted freedom of information legislation and policies.
However, expert assessments suggest that 47 of those countries fall short of
having clear legal provisions for exceptions to that right, while another
47 countries lack sufficient provisions for public education.
• Independent national human rights institutions play an important role in
ensuring that States deliver on their human rights obligations and that no one
is left behind. By the end of 2016, 37 per cent of countries had a national
human rights institution that was compliant with internationally agreed
standards (the Paris Principles), while 57 per cent of countries had been
reviewed for compliance by their peers.
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Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize
the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development
21. Despite some positive developments,
and cooperation is needed to achieve the
effort will require coherent policies, an
development at all levels and by all actors
for Sustainable Development.

a stronger commitment to partnership
Sustainable Development Goals. That
enabling environment for sustainable
and a reinvigorated Global Partnership

Finance
• In 2016, net ODA from member countries of the Development Assistance
Committee of OECD rose by 8.9 per cent in real terms to $142.6 billion,
reaching a new peak. ODA as a percentage of member countries’ gross
national income was 0.32 per cent, up from 0.30 per cent in 2015. The rise in
aid spent on refugees in donor countries boosted the total. But even leaving
aside refugee costs, aid rose 7.1 per cent. In 2016, Germany joined five other
countries — Denmark, Luxembourg, Norway, Sweden and the United
Kingdom — in meeting a United Nations target to keep ODA at or above
0.7 per cent of gross national income.
• Remittances sent by international migrants to their home countries in the form
of personal transfers and compensation of employees have a profound impact
on individual families, communities and countries. In 2016, international
remittances totalled $575 billion, 75 per cent ($429 billion) of which went to
developing countries, according to the latest estimates.
Information and communications technology
• Fixed-broadband services remain largely unaffordable and unavailable
throughout large segments of the developing world. In 2016, fixed -broadband
penetration reached 30 per cent in developed regions, but only reached 8.2 per
cent and 0.8 per cent in developing regions and the least developed countries,
respectively. In developed regions, about 80 per cent of the population is
online, compared to 40 per cent in developing regions and 15 per cent in the
least developed countries. In 2016, the global rate of Internet user penetration
was 12 per cent lower for women than men. The gender gap remains even
larger in the least developed countries, at 31 per cent.
Capacity-building
• Total ODA for capacity-building and national planning stood at $21 billion in
2015. That amount represented 19 per cent of total aid allocable by sec tor, a
proportion that has been stable since 2010. Of the total, sub -Saharan Africa
received $5.6 billion and South and Central Asia received $4.2 billion. The
main recipients of assistance were the public administration, environment and
energy sectors, which together were provided with a total of $8.2 billion.
Trade
• During the past 15 years, developing regions have represented a growing share
of international trade, with their world merchandise exports increasing from
31.1 per cent in 2001 to 44.6 per cent in 2015. Moreover, developing regions
overall have maintained a trade surplus vis-à-vis the rest of the world. For the
least developed countries, however, the share in world merchandise exports
decreased from 1.1 per cent to 0.9 per cent from 2011 to 2015. Much of that
change can be attributed to the fall in commodit y prices.
17-07553
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• In 2015, average tariffs applied by developed countries to imports from the
least developed countries remained stable at 0.9 per cent for agricultural
products, 6.5 per cent for clothing and 3.2 per cent for textiles. Average tariffs
applied by developed countries to imports from developing countries also
remained largely unchanged in 2015.
Systemic issues
• In 2016, 125 countries engaged in country-led monitoring of development
effectiveness, which demonstrates their commitment to strengthening
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals and multi-stakeholder
partnerships; 54 of those countries reported overall progress towards those
commitments. Countries’ own result frameworks were used to define 83 per
cent of new interventions supported by donor countries in 2016.
Data, monitoring and accountability
• Nearly half of the countries or areas (81 of 154 countries) for which
information is available were implementing national statistical plans in 2016.
However, only 37 of 83 countries or areas with pertinent data had national
statistical legislation in place that complied with all 10 Fundamental Principles
of Official Statistics.
• In 2014, developing countries received $338 million in financial support for
statistics. While that amount represented an increase of nearly 2.9 per cent
from 2010, it accounted for only 0.18 per cent of total ODA. In order to meet
the data requirements of the Sustainable Development Goals, developing
countries will need an estimated $1 billion in statistical support annually from
domestic and donor sources.
• Population and housing censuses are a primary source of disaggregated data
needed to formulate, implement and monitor development policies and
programmes. During the 10-year period from 2007 to 2016, 89 per cent of
countries or areas around the world conducted at least one population and
housing census, while 25 countries or areas did not have such a fundamental
data source.
• During the period from 2010 to 2015, more than half (56 per cent) of the
world’s countries or areas (138 of 246 countries) had birth registration data
that were at least 90 per cent complete. In sub -Saharan Africa, only 8 of
53 countries reached that level of coverage. During the same period,
144 countries or areas, or 59 per cent, had death registration data that were at
least 75 per cent complete. In sub-Saharan Africa, only 9 in 53 countries met
that standard. Even in countries with functioning civil registration systems,
coverage of birth and death registration and complete rep orting of vital
statistics remain a challenge.
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Proposal for voluntary common reporting guidelines for Voluntary National
Reviews at the HLPF
as presented in the annex of the Secretary-General’s report on critical milestones
towards coherent, efficient and inclusive follow-up and review at the global level
The following components are suggested as a way to help countries frame the
preparations for Voluntary National Reviews at the HLPF, bearing in mind that each
country will decide on the scope of their review and the format in which they want to
present their findings.

1. Opening statement: An opening statement by the Head of State or Government, a
Minister or other high-ranking Government official could highlight the key
messages from the review and touch on critical issues in implementation of
sustainable development that the country wishes to highlight.
2. Summary: a one-to-two page synthesis of the process and findings of the review
highlighting two or three good practices the country wishes to share, two or three
lessons it has learned in trying to accelerate implementation, two or three
challenges on which it wishes to hear about other countries’ good practices and two
or three areas where it would need support in terms of finance, capacity building,
technology, partnerships etc...

3. Introduction: The context and objectives of the review could be presented here.
The introduction may briefly describe key features of the country context as it
pertains to the 2030 Agenda, with a discussion of national priorities and targets for
sustainable development and their relations to the SDGs, and a discussion of
critical challenges.
4. Methodology and Process for Preparation of the Review: This section may
discuss the methodology that was adopted for the review, including its scope, depth
and limitations. Information on the process for preparation of the national review
may be presented, including, for example, how different levels and sectors of
Government contributed to the review, whether parliaments were engaged, whether
national evaluation/oversight institutions contributed, how stakeholders from civil
society, academia and the business sector were involved, which consultations took
place, and possibly whether another Member State or institutions contributed to the
review, etc... Lastly, the country may indicate what support it received. The sources
used for the review may be discussed. This could include, as per paragraph 74(f) of
Agenda 2030, how existing platforms and processes have been built on, as well as
how existing national reports have been used in the process.
5. Policy and Enabling Environment
(a) Creating ownership of the SDGs. The review could outline efforts made
towards all stakeholders to inform them on and involve them in the SDGs and
targets, including national and local government, legislative bodies, the public,
civil society and the private sector. It could indicate how it is planned to keep
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the SDGs under review at the national level and, including the possible
dissemination of reviews and their findings.
(b) Incorporation of the SDGs in national frameworks: The review could outline
critical initiatives that the country has undertaken to adapt the SDGs and targets
to its national circumstances, and to advance their implementation. It may
describe national efforts made to integrate the SDGs into the country’s
legislation, policies, plans and programmes, including the sustainable
development strategy if there is one. The review could indicate the main
challenges and difficulties experienced in implementing the SDGs as a whole. It
could also highlight additional goals, beyond the SDGs, which are national
priorities. Countries could consider referring to major efforts undertaken by
local authorities and non-state actors to implement the SDGs, including
partnerships.
(c) Integration of the three dimensions: The review might discuss how the three
dimensions of sustainable development (economic, social and environmental)
are being integrated and how sustainable development policies are being
designed and implemented to reflect such integration. The review could also
assess how other principles of the 2030 Agenda, for example leaving no one
behind, have been mainstreamed in the implementation of SDGs.
(d) Goals and targets: The review may provide brief information on progress and
the status of all SDGs, and critical difficulties encountered in reaching them,
making reference, when appropriate, to data provided in the statistical annex
(see section 8 below). The review may indicate whether a baseline for the SDGs
has been defined and remaining obstacles to doing so. The review may also
provide a more in-depth analysis on a few selected SDG and targets. Those
may be chosen by the country in light of its priorities but also because they
were tackled through innovative policies, are relevant to other Member States,
and can be addressed in an international context, The discussion could focus on
trends, successes, challenges, emerging issues, and lessons learned, and
describe what actions have been taken to address existing gaps and challenges.
It could support the identification of gaps, solutions, best practices and areas
requiring advice and support. The review may examine the agreed global
indicators for those goals and targets identified as priorities. Countries may
choose to refer to complementary national and regional indicators.
(e) Thematic analysis: As appropriate for the country, the review could include an
analysis of progress and initiatives related to the HLPF’s thematic focus for that
year.
(f) Institutional mechanisms: The review could provide information on how the
country has adapted its institutional framework in order to implement the 2030
Agenda. This could include information on how the views of different
ministries, agencies, levels of government and non-governmental stakeholders
are taken into account and on the institution in charge of coordination and
integration. The review could consider highlighting efforts to mobilize
institutions around the SDGs, improve their functioning, and promote change.
Information may also be provided on how responsibility is allocated amongst
various levels of Government (national, sub-national and local) for coherent
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implementation and review of the 2030 Agenda. It would be useful to highlight
how the country intends to review progress in implementing the SDGs
including possible plans regarding the conduct of national reviews.
6. Means of implementation: Based on the above challenges and trends highlighted,
the review may discuss how means of implementation are mobilised, what
difficulties this process faces, and what additional resources are needed to
implement the 2030 Agenda, including in terms of financing, capacity development
needs, including for data and statistics knowledge sharing, technology and
partnerships.
7. Next steps: The review could outline what steps the country is taking or planning
to take to enhance the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
8. Statistical Annex: Countries may include an annex with data, using the global
SDG indicators to be proposed by the Statistical Commission as a starting point
and adding priority indicators identified at the regional and national levels. They
may highlight whether statistics were collected from the national statistical system
and pinpoint major gaps in official statistics on indicators.
9. Conclusion: This section may present a summary of the analysis, findings and
policy implications. It may discuss new or emerging issues identified by the
review. Lastly, the country may indicate what lessons it has learned from the
review process, what support it would need in the future for preparing such reviews
and any adjustment it believes should be made to the guidelines to ensure that they
are useful.
10. The report could have a link to more in-depth national reports and reviews through
the dedicated UN Secretariat website.
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2017 VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEWS (VNR) AT THE HIGH-LEVEL
POLITICAL FORUM
SUMMARY ON ADAPTATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF SDGS BY
BANGLADESH
A New Transformation Path
Bangladesh, as part of her commitment to implement the SDGs, decided to take part in the
Voluntary National Review at the UN High Level Political Forum. Bangladesh has an
inspiring story to tell. We have earned many international accolades for our achievements in
MDGs. While embarking on the journey to implement the SDGs, we drew inspiration from
the ideals of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who envisaged
a prosperous Bangladesh with equal opportunities for all. The Government of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina envisioned transforming Bangladesh into a middle income country by 2021
and a developed country by 2041. Bangladesh has already become a low middle income
country. We have already translated this vision, pronounced at the highest political level, into
an actionable agenda by formulating Perspective Plan (2010-2021) and two Five Year Plans
(FYPs) associated with this. Bangladesh integrated the 2030 Agenda in its 7th FYP (20162020). This offered a tremendous opportunity to implement the 2030 Agenda, while
reflecting the priorities of the SDGs in the national plan. The Government has adopted
“Whole of Society” approach to ensure wider participation of NGOs, development partners,
private sector, media and CSOs in the process of formulation of the Action Plan and
implementation of the SDGs. To spearhead the process, ‘SDGs Implementation and
Monitoring Committee’ has been formed at the Prime Minister’s Office to facilitate and
implementation of SDGs Action Plan.
Means of Implementation
¾ Mapping of Ministries:
Bangladesh has clearly identified the responsibilities of the ministries and agencies to
achieve the SDGs. Bangladesh has mapped out lead, co-lead and associate ministries
against each target of the SDGs. This mapping exercise is expected to reduce
duplication of efforts, enhance synergy and help formulate action plans.
¾ Data gap analysis:
Bangladesh Planning Commission conducted a review of various means of data
generation in the country. It reveals that Bangladesh has data for 70 indicators and
partially available data for 108 indicators but need to devise new mechanism for data
mining for the remaining 63 indicators.
¾ National Monitoring & Evaluation Framework:
We are in the process of finalizing a Monitoring & Evaluation Framework for SDGs
implementation. This framework will have a macro level web based data repository
system to facilitate data collection, analysis, progress tracking and reporting.
¾ Action Plan to achieve SDGs:
The Government is preparing an action plan for implementation of the SDGs in
alignment with the 7th FYP. Respective ministries are working towards translating the
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particular targets into actionable projects/programmes/activities in this regard. The
Action Plan for SDGs will be finalized by June 2017.
¾ Needs Assessment and Financing Strategy:
We are at the final stage of determining the financing needs for SDGs implementation
with a view to mobilizing internal and external resources.
¾ Assimilation of SDGs targets in Performance Agreement:
Bangladesh has introduced Annual Performance Agreement (APA), a results-based
performance management system, across the whole spectrum of public sector
assessing individual and ministries/agencies performance.
Challenges Ahead








Resource Mobilization:
SDGs are all encompassing requiring huge resources for implementation. Traditional
sources of funding are not going to be sufficient to implement the SDGs. We need to
find innovative ways of financing from both the public and the private sectors,
development partners and ensure effective and efficient ways for utilization.
Stakeholders’ Engagement:
SDGs implementation requires a multi-stakeholder approach involving private sector,
NGOs, CSOs, Media and Major Group of Other Stakeholders. Bangladesh has been
working out how to enhance participation of all the stakeholders in its efforts to
implement the SDGs.
Data Availability and Management:
There are enormous challenges in collection, analysis, disaggregation, and
dissemination of data. The country needs to build collaboration at bilateral, regional
and global levels for capacity building and sharing of best practices.
Localization of SDGs:
Localization of SDGs targets and indicators for contextualizing the 2030 Agenda
appropriately with local development plans and strategies is of utmost importance and
emphasized.

Conclusion
SDGs demand concerted and collective efforts with strong political commitment at all levels.
The 2030 Agenda comes at a time when Bangladesh has already kicked off its journey
towards an upper middle income country by 2030 and a developed country by 2041.
Bangladesh has incorporated priorities of SDGs in all her development policies. The
Government has adopted an inclusive approach to development so that the poorest and the
most vulnerable section of the country can be integrated into its national development efforts.
As the country moves ahead, challenges in several areas, including in resource mobilization
and data management, will have to be addressed. Bangladesh is confident to set the example
of a leading SDGs achiever.
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I N D I A
Main Messages
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India has played an important role in shaping the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Therefore, it is no surprise that the country’s national development goals are
mirrored in the SDGs. As such, India has been effectively committed to achieving the
SDGs even before they were fully crystallized.
The expression “Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas,” which translates as “Collective Effort,
Inclusive Growth” and has been popularized by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, forms
the cornerstone of India’s national development agenda. To fast track this agenda, the
Government of India has just released a draft Three-Year Action Agenda covering
years 2017-18 to 2019-20. In parallel, work is in advance stages on a 15-Year Vision,
which will also include a 7-year Strategy. Reflecting the country’s long-standing federal
tradition, these documents are being prepared with active participation of the States
(sub-national Governments).
Reflecting the country’s commitment to the SDG agenda at the highest levels of
Government, the Indian Parliament organized several forums including the South Asian
Speakers’ Summit in February 2017. These forums have focused on the elimination of
poverty, gender equality, climate change and resource mobilization for SDGs.
Additionally, the Speaker’s Research Initiative has been launched for providing
SDG-related insights to Members of Parliament.
For implementing the SDG agenda, the Government of India has launched several
ambitious programmes, some of which are highlighted below. A noteworthy example
of a crosscutting initiative is the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) which is the
world’s largest financial inclusion programme. By leveraging PMJDY, Aadhaar
(biometric identity system) and mobile telephony, the Government has disbursed a
cumulative amount of INR 1.62 trillion (USD 25 billion) to 329 million beneficiaries
through Direct Benefit Transfers.1 This has helped to significantly enhance the
efficiency of Government programmes.
Further, special efforts have been made to invigorate the federal governance structure
of the country through cooperative and competitive federalism. State Governments are
playing a prominent role in advancing the national development agenda. The
recommendations made by three sub-groups of Chief Ministers of States on various
themes including the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Movement) and skill
development have contributed towards shaping relevant policy decisions at the
national-level.
India’s bold Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC), communicated to the
Conference of the Parties (COP) of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change,
form a significant part of its SDG strategy. These include substantially reducing the
1

Converted at the exchange rate of INR 64 per USD; all subsequent conversions to USD have used this exchange rate.
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emission intensity of GDP, tapping non-fossil fuel energy sources and creating
additional carbon sink.
The responsibility for overseeing SDG implementation has been assigned to the
National Institution for Transforming India (NITI Aayog), which is the premier policy
think tank of the Government and is chaired by the Prime Minister of India. NITI Aayog
has mapped the goals and targets to various nodal ministries as well as flagship
programmes. State Governments are also engaged in developing roadmaps for
achieving the SDGs with several of them having already published their plans. Draft
indicators for tracking the SDGs have been developed and placed in the public
domain by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation for wider
consultation.
The main messages for India’s Voluntary National Review of SDG implementation
encapsulate the progress made with respect to Goals 1, 2, 3, 5, 9, 14 and 17. This is
not to suggest that progress has not been made with respect to other goals.
Interconnections across the 17 SDGs are so strong that the pursuit of the goals
explicitly discussed below necessarily involves the promotion of other goals as well.

Goal 1: End Poverty in All its Forms Everywhere
•

Rapid growth (SDG 8) is the key weapon in any country’s arsenal for combating
poverty. On the one hand, it creates well-paid jobs that empower households by
giving them necessary purchasing power to access food, clothing, housing,
education and health. On the other, it places ever-rising revenues in the hands of
the Government to finance social spending. India has continued its programme of
economic reforms to achieve sustained rapid growth. The reforms have included
fiscal consolidation, inflation targeting, improved governance all around,
accelerated infrastructure development (SDG 9), curbing of corruption (SDG 16),
Aadhaar Act, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Act, Goods and Services Tax (GST),
further liberalization of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), closure of sick Public
Sector Units and much more. The result has been that, today, India is the fastest
growing large economy in the world. It grew 7.9 per cent during fiscal year
2015-16 and 7.1 per cent during 2016-17. Growth has brought increased volume
of revenues, which have permitted the Government to sustain a high-level of social
spending that directly targets poverty, as described immediately below.

•

An important strategy for achieving this goal is focused on generating meaningful
employment by developing agricultural infrastructure, productive assets and
entrepreneurship-based livelihood opportunities. The Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), which is sometimes described as
the world’s largest cash transfer programme, has generated over 2 billion
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person-days’ of employment (SDG 8) during the last year. It has helped reduce
extreme poverty as well as enhance the infrastructure and purchasing power in
rural areas. The benefits have largely been reaped by women (SDG 5) and
disadvantaged sections of society (SDG 10). Similarly, the Deen Dayal Antyodaya
Yojana-National Livelihoods Mission provides skilled employment to marginalized
communities.
•

Further, two major programmes, the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana and
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, provide access to life and accident
insurance for 130 million subscribers for nominal annual premiums. Additionally,
initiatives like the Atal Pension Yojana and the National Social Assistance
Programme provide pension to workers in the unorganized sector, widows and the
differently abled.

•

Another crucial strategy for eliminating poverty is ensuring access to basic
services. In the area of education, there is a National Mission, which is focused on
providing universal access to quality primary education. Moreover, the Right to
Education Act has established an effective legal framework entitling all children
(6-14 years) to free and compulsory education based on principles of equity and
non-discrimination. Similarly, the National Health Mission and the Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS) initiatives strive to provide access to primary health
care and nutrition for the population.

•

India is committed to ensuring housing for all by 2022. To enable the achievement
of this objective, the Prime Minister’s Housing Scheme provides direct financial
assistance to poor households.

•

For fulfilling the cooking fuel requirements of the population in an environmentally
friendly manner, the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, launched in 2016, aims to
provide Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) to poor families with initial financial
support for accessing a connection. The programme has enabled the provision of
more than 20 million LPG connections since its launch a year ago.

•

Providing access to adequate and safe drinking water as well as sanitation is
crucial. Under the National Rural Drinking Water Programme, more than 77% of
the rural habitations have been fully covered with 40 litres of drinking water per
capita on a daily basis. The objective of the Clean India Movement is to ensure an
Open Defecation Free India by 2019. Over the last two years, more than 39 million
household toilets have been constructed. Moreover, 193,000 villages and 531
cities have been successful in ending the practice of open defecation. The
Movement also focuses on bringing about sustained behaviour change through
the engagement of a range of stakeholders, including religious and political
leaders.
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Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and
improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture
•

Programmes under the National Food Security Act cover more than 800 million
people in the country. The Public Distribution System, for instance, is one of the
largest food security initiatives in the world. In recognition of empirical evidence
that women pay greater attention to household security, the Government has
chosen to issue ration cards in the name of the senior most female member of the
household. Other initiatives that contribute to this goal are the ICDS and the
Mid-Day Meal Programme. The latter provides nutritious cooked meals to 100
million children in primary schools.

•

Governance reforms are being undertaken for improving the effectiveness of food
security programmes. These include digitization of ration cards, leveraging
Aadhaar for authenticated delivery of benefits and an online grievance redressal
mechanism.

•

Further, the National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture in collaboration with other
stakeholders is implementing climate change adaptation strategies for sustaining
agricultural productivity. Since 2014, the land under organic farming has
increased to 200,000 ha. Additionally, over 62 million Soil Health Cards, with
crop-wise nutrient management advisories, have been issued.

•

Moreover, a comprehensive plan is being implemented for doubling farmers’
income by 2022. This includes expediting tenancy reforms, promoting crop
diversification and expanding micro-irrigation (1.3 million ha covered during the
last two years).

•

Another area in which considerable progress has been made is digitization of
agricultural marketing. The electronic National Agricultural Marketing platform now
covers 250 Mandis (agricultural markets) across the country. A revamped crop
insurance programme, the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, has also been
launched.
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Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote
wellbeing for all at all ages
•

Beyond increasing access, several initiatives are also being taken for improving
the quality of health services. These include the development of a composite index
and an award for ensuring a hygienic environment in Government health facilities.

•

The National Health Policy, 2017, specifies targets for universalizing primary
health care, reducing infant and under-5 mortality, preventing premature deaths
due to non-communicable diseases as well as increasing Government
expenditure on health.

•

To tackle the death of children due to vaccine-preventable diseases and the risk
due to incomplete immunization, the Government is aiming to provide vaccination
against diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, tuberculosis, polio, measles and
hepatitis to all unimmunized or partially immunized children by 2020.

•

As a step towards achieving universal health coverage, the Government of India
has announced a health insurance cover to the tune of INR 100,000 (USD 1,563)
for families below the poverty line.

Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower
all women and girls
•

Several important initiatives have been taken during the last few years for
promoting gender equality. A flagship initiative is Beti Bachao Beti Padao (Save
the Girl Child Educate the Girl Child), under which State Governments are
implementing a range of measures suited to their local contexts to elevate the
status of the girl child.

•

Additionally, a Maternity Benefit Programme has been launched for all pregnant
and lactating mothers. Through conditional cash transfer, it protects women from
wage loss during the first six months after childbirth.

•

For raising the levels of female labour force participation, a number of initiatives
are being implemented including Stand-up India and MGNREGA. The Women
Empowerment Campaign is another effort focused on enabling digital literacy and
gainful employment opportunities.

•

Further, Women Empowerment Centres are being established for providing
comprehensive services at the village-level.
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Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure,
promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and foster innovation
•

All forms of transportation -- roads, railways, civil aviation and waterways -- are
being rapidly expanded. Road connectivity and electricity are being brought to all
villages.

•

The objective of the Digital India initiative is to build a digitally empowered society
by focusing on broadband highways, mobile connectivity and Internet as well as
e-Governance. For example, the Bharat Broadband Network Ltd has provided
high-speed connectivity to 18,434 local village councils, thus far. Till December
2016, there were 432 million internet users in the country.

•

Another priority area is manufacturing. The new Manufacturing Policy raises the
output target from 16% of GDP to 25% by 2025. India is developing into a
high-tech and global manufacturing hub because of the emphasis on ‘Make in
India’ and a substantial increase in FDI inflows.

•

The Government has also introduced a number of policy measures for boosting
employment-intensive manufacturing segments. For instance, the recently
introduced Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana provides easy credit ranging from INR
50,000 to 1 million (USD 780 to 15,600) to small-scale business entrepreneurs. A
major package announced for the textiles industry aims to create hundreds of
thousands of jobs in this sector.

•

For promoting entrepreneurship and enhancing economic growth, the
Government has launched the Start-up India programme. Innovation and
entrepreneurship is also being encouraged through initiatives like the Atal
Innovation Mission. Additionally, NITI Aayog has launched the India Innovation
Index for ranking innovations in the country.

Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the
oceans, seas and marine resources
•

Several strategies have been put in place for realizing the Blue Revolution in the
country. These include strengthening marine research, developing an eco-friendly
marine industrial and technology base as well as implementing the National
Fisheries Action Plan.

•

Significant progress has been made with respect to preservation and
management of the marine ecosystem. For instance, the Coastal Ocean
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Monitoring and Prediction System tracks the levels of marine pollution along the
coastline. Additionally, the Online Oil Spill Advisory System enhances the
effectiveness of the national response to marine oil spills. India is also
implementing the revised National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan.
•

Further, the Sagarmala programme is focused on improving port connectivity,
port-linked industrialization and coastal community development. Under this
initiative, support is also provided for the development of deep sea fishing vessels
and fish processing centres.

Goal 17: Revitalize the global partnership
for sustainable development
•

A revitalized global partnership is crucial for the achievement of the SDGs. India is
committed to taking measurable actions for implementing the SDG agenda. We
also reaffirm the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. This is
important because while efforts at raising resources domestically will help India
move closer to the attainment of the SDGs, they are unlikely to result in sufficient
revenues. Therefore, we reiterate that the developed countries have an essential
obligation to provide financial assistance to the developing countries, especially
for global public goods such as climate change mitigation and control of
pandemics, so that they can fully achieve the SDGs. International cooperation is
also essential for curbing illicit financial flows, defining aid unambiguously and
establishing robust systems for monitoring commitments made by donor
countries.

•

For increasing the domestic mobilization of resources, a path-breaking tax reform
agenda is being finalized. This includes direct tax reforms as well as the GST, a
uniform and simplified form of indirect taxation. An innovative tax like the Swachh
Bharat Cess (Clean India Cess) has also been levied for mobilizing resources for
the Clean India Campaign.

•

Additionally, implementation of the budget responsibility legislation is ensuring
predictable and sustainable budgeting as well as long-term debt sustainability.

•

Financing of sustainable sources of energy is being promoted to provide energy
for all by 2022 through a massive 150 GW increase in energy from renewables.
Enhanced international cooperation is also being fostered through the leadership
of the International Solar Alliance.

•

Further, consistent policies have opened up the economy to FDI. This has resulted
in $156 billion FDI flow during the last three fiscal years. The flow of $56 billion in
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the latest fiscal year has been larger than that in any other year.
•

The 14th Finance Commission award is being implemented to substantially
enhance fiscal devolution to States (from 32% to 42% of the central pool of tax
proceeds) and Local Governments. This is enabling a significant spurt in
development interventions designed and implemented independently by
sub-national Governments.

•

Enhancing development cooperation with neighbouring and other countries of the
global South brings India’s innovation and expertise to the service of these
countries. For instance, launching of the South Asia Satellite will lead to sharing of
valuable data with neighbouring countries including Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Sri Lanka, Maldives and Afghanistan.
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MAIN MESSAGES
VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEWS (VNR) 2017

Introduction
The HLPF SDGs 2017 Theme is “Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in
a changing world”. Indonesia has made many efforts in poverty alleviation in the past 10
years, and has successfully reduced the percentage of population living in poverty from 17.75
percent (2006) to 10.7 percent (2016). Not only in terms of number, the poverty severity and
depth index have also decreased, even though the absolute number of poverty is still
significant (22.76 million people). In line with the theme, the great challenge currently faced
by Indonesia is how to further reduce poverty and to improve the welfare of the population.
Considering the seven goals reported in VNR 2017 related to the HLPF theme, Indonesia
formulates the interconnectedness between the Goals and theme as follows:
Based on the theme of poverty
eradication
and improving prosperity
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VNR report focuses on two main
aspects, namely (1) Improving the
quality of human resources and (2)
Enhancing economic opportunities for
sustainable livelihood. Improving the
quality of human resources focuses on
achievements in the Health sector (Goal
3), Food Security and Sustainable
Agriculture (Goal 2), and Education
(Goal 4). Although education is not the
main focus of VNR 2017, it is
nevertheless important for and is closely
related with poverty alleviation efforts.
Furthermore,
improving
economic
opportunities for sustainable livelihoods
is achieved through increased efforts in
the industrial sector, innovation and
infrastructure (Goal 9) as well as marine ecosystem conservation and its sustainable use
(Goal 14). The two main aspects can be achieved with the support of enabling factors,
namely gender (Goal 5), as well as partnerships in various sectors, data, and financing (Goal
17).
The main messages conveyed by Indonesia for this VNR 2017 are as follows: 1)
creating national ownership through an inclusive and participatory process, 2) systematic
framework of the SDGs implementation in Indonesia; 3) Indonesia's development
achievements in line with the current theme of the HLPF that covers seven interconnected
sectors, 4) enabling environment of the SDGs implementation, 5) and the way forward.
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1. Creating National Ownership through an Inclusive and Participatory Process
With regard to the SDGs, one of Indonesia’s strengths is the involvement of all
stakeholders throughout the process, from planning, implementation, as well as monitoring
and evaluation processes. The partnership that involves all stakeholders is forged long before
the adoption of the SDGs at the global level, specifically since the deliberations of the post2015 agenda with the appointment of Indonesia by the UN Secretary General as one of the
Co-chairs for the High Level Panel of Eminent Persons (HLP) for the Post 2015
Development Agenda (2012 – 2013). Indonesia was also a member of the Open Working
Group on Sustainable Development Goals (2013-2014) and has actively engaged in all intergovernmental negotiations of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development . Indonesia had
also appointed a Special Envoy of the President for the HLP. During the deliberations of the
Agenda under the HLP, Indonesia has succeeded in bringing to attention and promoting the
importance of global partnership for the implementation of sustainable development. As one
of the countries that promote this issue, Indonesia also actively applies the multi-stakeholder
partnership approaches in the preparation and implementation of SDGs. The Ministry of the
National Development Planning/”Bappenas” is assigned to coordinate the entire process of
planning, implementation, monitoring as well as evaluation and reporting by involving all
stakeholders.
Indonesia maintains a working relationship based on mutual trust between all
stakeholders, consisting of the government, CSO, philanthropy and business, as well as
academics. The active engagement of all stakeholders is encouraged and enhanced by
their involvement and representation in the Implementing Team and Working Group within
the SDGs National Coordinating Team. All stakeholders are not only involved in the
implementation, but also in determining the direction of the SDGs implementation. One of
the examples of multi-stakeholder involvement is the offline and online public consultations
in the development of SDGs metadata and guideline for formulating the National and SubNational Action Plans.
Indonesia also applies the principle of inclusiveness in the preparation of the VNR1. To
prepare the VNR, a technical team is established, which consists of the representation of all
relevant stakeholders. The VNR formulation is conducted in several stages, namely
harmonizing perception, formulating outline, adopting the schedule, formulating analysis of
each chapter, establishing consultation mechanism, formulating main message, and finalizing
the full VNR report. All the outcomes of the offline consultation is then communicated online
via email, the website of SDGs Indonesia (www.sdgsindonesia.or.id) and the social media to
obtain inputs from the general public.

1

The entire process of preparing VNR Indonesia, applies 6 (six) main principles in the involvement process of the
stakeholders indicating inclusiveness, namely: (1) The availability of schedules that are submitted to stakeholders; (2)
Public campaign to encourage the parties to actively participate in the entire preparation process; (3) Various diverse
channels, both online and offline to provide the widest space for the stakeholders to provide input; (4) Wide
involvement of all stakeholders either from the government as well as non government such as academics and experts,
philanthropy and business, social organizations and the media to ensure representation of all community groups or
elements; (5)Documentation and publication to ensure accountability and transparency of the consultation process
implemented; (6) Easy-to-understand language to reduce the information gap of the parties involved.
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2. Systematic Framework of SDGs Indonesia Implementation
There are three types of development planning system in Indonesia, namely long term
(20 years), medium-term (5 years), and short-term (1-year) Development Plans, that serve as
a basis for the formulation and allocation of the Annual State Budget. Indonesia's current
Long Term Development Plan (RPJPN) is effective from 2005 to 2025, and is translated into
the National Medium Term Development Plan (Rencana Pembangunan Jangka Menengah
Nasional - RPJMN) that is currently in its third period of 2015-2019. In the future, the SDGs
that span from 2015 to 2030 will be incorporated into the fourth phase of RPJMN 2020 –
2025, and will be mainstreamed into RPJPN 2025 – 2045 currently in the drafting process.
The RPJMN 2015 – 2019 has integrated various topics discussed in the 2030 Agenda and
encompasses three development dimensions, namely: (1) social development, (2) economic
development, and (3) environmental development, and supported by (4) the provision of
access to justice and good governance. The fundamental transformation of SDGs is the
environmental friendly internalization and sustainable human development into the economic
development and sustainable livelihoods.
To ensure the implementation of SDGs that are internalized in the national
development agenda, Indonesia establishes a National SDGs Coordination Team that is
supported by the SDGs Secretariat. The National Coordinating Team ensures both
horizontalcoordination at the national level (between ministries/agencies as well as between
the government and non-state actors), and vertical coordination (between governments at the
national and local levels). The National Coordinating Team also ensures all stakeholders
involvements so that the principle of no one left behind is fully implemented.
The implementation of the no-one left behind principle is also reflected in the data
disaggregation for Indonesian SDGs. Indonesia has already developed 87 of the total
241 global indicators, and the rest is still being developed. In addition, to ensure alignment
with its national priorities and circumstances, Indonesia also has 234 proxy indicators. The
operational definitions, calculations, benefits, data sources, data collection frequencies and
disaggregation of each indicator have been developed to ensure that no-one is left behind.
Several disaggregations are not yet available for all indicators, for instance the disaggregation
of disability groups and migration status. Indonesia will endeavour to ensure the availability
of data disaggregation through various exsisting censuses and surveys. Data sources used in
formulating the Voluntary National Review 2017 are based on BPS (Statistics Indonesia)
data, data from relevant ministries/technical institutions and other sources from CSO and
research institutions.

3. Interconnectedness between the Theme and Goals
As mentioned above, for the purpose of aligning with the theme of HLPF 2017,
Indonesia has identified two central aspects, namely (1) improving human resource
development and (2) enhancing economic opportunities for sustainable livelihoods, with
relevant areas reflected in the Goals within SDGs that is the main focus of VNR 2017. The
poverty alleviation strategy in Indonesia in RPJMN 2015-2019 is based on 3 aspects, i.e.
comprehensive social protection, the provision and improved access to basic services, and
sustainable livelihoods. Achievements of the interconnected goals are as follows:
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3.a. Improving Human Resources Development
Referring to the Goals that are the focus of VNR 2017, human resources development
in Indonesia is achieved by development efforts in three main areas, namely: food security
and nutrition (Goal 2), health and well-being (Goal 3) and education. Although education
(Goal 4) is not included in the discussion of VNR 2017, it is necessary to emphasize the
importance of education for poverty alleviation and welfare improvement.
The Government of Indonesia has implemented various efforts in the health
sector, among others, by developing the National Social Security System (Sistem Jaminan
Sosial Nasional - SJSN). One of the implementation of this system is the National Health
Insurance (Jaminan Kesehatan Nasional- JKN) enacted in 2014 through the issuance of the
Indonesia Health Card (Kartu Indonesia Sehat - KIS). JKN provides health insurance for the
poor (Premium Assistance Benefiacies or Penerima Bantuan Iuran - PBI), for which the
contribution is paid by the government. The number of Health Cards (KIS) recipients in 2016
was 171.9 million people (66.4 percent of the population), an increase from 51.8 percent in
2014. It has becomeone of the largest social health insurance schemes in the world.
The challenges of JKN implementation are, among others, the still less then optimum
data in the Integrated Database (Basis Data Terpadu - BDT) as a reference for poverty
alleviation program. Moreover, the JKN coverage is yet to be widened to reach informal
workers and wage laborers. Several measures have been taken to improve the system, among
others the development of the Integrated Services and Referral System (Sistem Layanan dan
Rujukan Terpadu - SLRT) scheme and the self-registration mechanism (Mekanisme
Pemutakhiran Mandiri -MPM) with the involvement of the local governments.
To improve heath and well-being, one of the important health programs implemented
in Indonesia is the program to accelerate the reduction of maternal mortality. The Maternal
Mortality Ratio (MMR) has decreased from 346 maternal deaths (Population Censal 2010) to
305 per 100,000 live births (Inter Censal Population Survey 2015). Several efforts to reduce
the MMR include the implementation of the Universal Delivery Care (Program Jaminan
Persalinan- Jampersal) that has been integrated into the National Social Security System
(SJSN) and the establishment of the Minimum Service Standard (Standar Pelayanan Minimal
- SPM) in the health sector.
The Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) and Under Five Mortality Rate (Angka Kematian
Balita-AKBa) are constantly decreasing. The IMR has decreased from 68 in 1991 to 32 in
2012 (Indonesia Demographic and Health Survey – IDHS) per 1000 live births. In the same
period, the under five mortality rate (AKBa) has decreased from 97 in 1991 to 40 in 2012
(IDHS). The greatest challenge faced in reducing the Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) and
Under Five Mortality Rate is the quality of maternal health care including the competency of
health care providers, and adequate availability of health care facilities, delivery equipment
and hospitals.
Another comprehensive effort is the implementation of the Conditional Cash Transfer
program which targets the poors and vulnerable families, through the Family Hope Program
(Program Keluarga Harapan - PKH). The coverage of the PKH has increased almost 6-fold
from 1.1 million families in 2011 to 6 million families in 2016.
As an achievement in the food and nutrition sector, Indonesia has managed to
reduce the insufficiency of food consumption. In 2015, rice production reached 75.40
million tons and maize 19.61 million tons. At this production rate, in aggregate, Indonesia has
been able to meet the need of rice as a staple food. Beef production in the period of 2006-
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2015 grew by 3.11% per year, and egg production by4.50% per year. In addition, chicken
meat production in the period of 2010-2015 grew by 5.74% per year.
Other food source and nutrient originate from marine fishery. The government has
initiated the movement to promote fish consumption (Gerakan Memasyarakatkan Makan
Ikan - GEMARIKAN) to increase the awareness of the population on the importance of
consuming fish. The production of marine fisheries has steadily increased from 4.8 million
tons in 2011 to 5.3 million tons in 2014, still below the allowed fish catchment.
The quality of food consumption of the Indonesian population has increased, as
marked by the Diserable Dietary Pattern Score (Pola Pangan Harapan - PPH), by an average
of 82.9 during the period of 2009 - 2013 at. Indonesia has also increased the availability of
sustainable food and agricultural productivity. This is marked by the release of 57 new
superior rice varieties (Varietas Unggul Baru - VUB), 25 VUB of corn and 10 VUB of
soybean. The challenges faced in increasing the food production include the functional shift
of agricultural land. To solve the problem, the government has accelerated the issuance of
Regional Regulations on the allocations of areas for sustainable food agriculture and
intensified agricultural research and development activities on an ongoing basis to create
agricultural technology innovation.
The nutritional status of pregnant women, infants and under-five indicate
improvement, albeit still below expectation. The Basic Health Research (Riset Kesehatan
Dasar - Riskesdas) reveals that the prevalence of wasting of under-five has decreased
significantly from 13.6% in 2007 to 9.8% in 2016. The prevalence of under-five stunting
(short and very short) has decreased from 36.8% in 2007 to 33.6% in 2016 (National Health
Indicator Suvey or Survei Indikator Kesehatan Nasional -Sirkesnas, 2016. In addition, the
coverage of exclusive breastfeeding for infants aged six months has increased from 15.3% in
2010 to 30.2% in 2013 (Riskesdas). Challenges faced in the improvement of food and
nutrition is the lack of strong coordinated approach to improve food and nutrition across
sectors. Therefore, the implementation of the First 1000 Days of Life Movement (Hari
Pertama Kehidupan - HPK) has been intensified.
Improvement of food and nutrition is closely related to education and environmental
conditions. Education impacts behavior (parenting and eating patterns), which in turn affects
the nutritional status of children. Children born to parents with low educational level tend to
have worse nutritional status . Therefore, access to education should be improved. The ratio
of Net Enrollment Rate of females/males students in 2016 in primary schools and equivalent
education program of the poor and vulnerable population groups is 99.93%; at the Junior
High School level and the equivalent education program is 107.93%; and at the Senior High
School level and the equivalent eduation program is 112.19%. These have indicated that the
participation level of girls in primary and secondary education has increased over time . The
nutritional status is also related to household access to clean water and sanitation. The
proportion of the poor and vulnerable people (40 % of the lowest-income population) who
receive clean water has increased from 61.57% in 2015 to 61.94% in 2016. In the same
period, access to sanitation has increased from 47.76% to 54.12%.
Basic social services to reduce the poverty incidence and improve population
welfare are a precondition for the poor to gain a sustainable livelihood. The provision of
basic social services for the poor is the main responsibility of the government and is
implemented through the enactment of affirmative policy to fulfill the basic rights of the
poor. The improved access to basic services for the poor will increase health, well-being, and
educational level and thus facilitate the attainment of sustainable livelihood.
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3.b. Enhancing Economic Opportunities for Sustainable Livelihoods
Poverty reduction and welfare improvement in Indonesia is indicated by the increase in
sustainable livelihood along with the decline of Indonesian population living below USD
1.25 per capita per day (PPP) from 28.32% in 2006 to 8,8% in 2015. In addition, the national
unemployment rate has decreased from 10.28% in 2006 to 5.61% in 2016. GDP per capita
has also increased from USD 1,420 in 2006 to USD 3,605 in 2016. This achievement
was,among others, contributed by the more available economic opportunities for sustainable
livelihoods.
Infrastructure construction and industrial development supports opening of new
economic opportunities. Achievements in infrastructure construction are demonstrated by
the acceleration of road infrastructure, toll roads, railways, ports and airports, particularly in
the eastern regions of Indonesia to reduce poverty and inequality. The steady road conditions
reached 94% in 2014, railroad lengths increased by almost 100% in the last four years, ports
increased by 244 during the last three years. Assigning priority of infrastructure construction
in backward, remote, and frontier areas , has reduced price disparities of everyday needs, and
helps reduce the burden of the low income and poor people.
Infrastructure development is the foundation for industrial development. By 2016, 3
(three) new industrial areas has operated in Eastern Indonesia. The Indonesian industrial
development is focused on labor-intensive industries and industries that process local
resources. Industries in this category are able to absorb a large amount of workforce,
increase value added, as well as provide multiplier effects to the local and surrounding areas.
Through the development of agglomeration and deepening of industries, employments will be
higher and are closely related to poverty reduction. The manufacturing industry sector is able
to absorb a workforce of more than 12% of the total workforce every year. The industrial
sector is the largest contributor to the GDP, followed by the agricultural sector. The
contribution of the non-oil and gas processing industry to the GDP has increased since 2013,
although the value is not yet significant.
The challenges of developing inclusive industries and infrastructure are, among
others,limited budget that is being addressed through partnerships with the private sector and
alternative financing schemes, i.e. Non-Annual State Budget (Pembiayaan Investasi Non
Anggaran Pemerintah - PINA) investments and infrastructure financing guarantees. The
challenges of the decreased contribution of the industrial sector to the GDP are addressed by
the policy that the recognizes the establishment of new industrial zones as a national priority.
The development of pro-poor-oriented industries is realized with the development of
agricultural-based industries as well as local resources, and the development of laborintensive industries.
Increased economic opportunities for sustainable livelihoods are also achieved in
the marine sector in Indonesia. Besides rich in terrestrial resources, as an archipelagic
country with the world’s largest marine area, Indonesia has enormous marine resources. By
2016, Indonesia has designated 17.9 million hectares marine conservation area consisting of
165 Marine Protected Areas (MPA), of the 20 million hectares targeted by 2020. Indonesia is
also focusing the management of the MPA to ensure the improvement of the people’s
welfare. The MPAensures the sustainability of nursery grounds and spawning grounds , so
that the economically valuable fish can be consumed by the community in a sustainable and
responsible manner. The economic values of the conservation areas are implemented through
fishing activities, cultivation, marine tourism, research and education. Indonesia also
explicitly combats illegal, unreported and unregulated fisheries (IUU Fishing).
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To support small-scale fishermen, during the period of 2012-2016, Indonesia has
provided small credits to the fisheries sector with an average increased credit volume of 10
percent per year. During the same period, the number of small credit recipients in the
fisheries sector has also increased significantly from 6,644 recipients (2012) to 48,513
recipients (2016). In the framework to protect small fishermen, insurance assistance,
certification of land rights of fishermen, the establishment of cooperatives and information
systems for fishermen have been provided.
Challenges in the utilization of fishery and marine resources are, among others, the
sometime still ineffective management of the marine conservation areas. This requires
increased institutional and infrastructure facilities in the management of the marine
conservation areas. Another challenge is the unavailability of the necessary support to
improve fishery production after IUU fishing eradication. This include adequate facilities,
infrastructure and human resources needed to utilize fishery potentials that previously was
illegally taken by foreign ships. Another challenge is in providing assistance to small
fishermen while preventing the occurrence of over fishing. Preparing regulation to arrange
the utilization of funding aids for small-scale fishermen by maintaining the sustainable use of
fish resources are issues that need to be addressed.

4. Enabling Environment
The achievement of interrelated and mutually-reinforcing goals with regard to the two
aspects that lead to poverty alleviation and welfare improvement in Indonesia cannot be
separated from the support of enabling environment i.e. partnership, gender equality, data
availability, and financing.
4.a. Partnership
Partnership among stakeholders in SDGs implementation for poverty alleviation and
prosperity improvement is very much needed because poverty is not an issue that can be
solved solely by the government. The implementation of policies related to accessibility of
basic social services, inclusive development, smallscale agricultural and fisheries
development should be supported by private sector, social organizations and academics.
Such join efforts should be complemented by synchronization of policies and o synergy
between stakeholders at the national and sub-national levels. Multi-stakeholders partnership
is also useful to improve the capacity of all parties, including government institutions, nonstate actors, and sub national governments.
Partnerships through the use of innovative mechanisms are not only useful for the
implementation of SDGs, but also address Indonesia’s diversity. For example, the use of
cashless mechanisms that can increase target accuracy, reduce fraud, and simultaneously
encourage financial inclusion has been applied in ,the Healthy Indonesia Card, Smart
Indonesia Card, Indonesia Welfare Card and the Family Hope Program. The system requires
partnerships between the national and sub national governments, supported by the private and
banking sector in using an Integrated Database for the poor to apply the non-cash payment
system. In addition, assistance for insurance premiums to protect small fishermen, has also
been initiated since 2016.
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4.b. Gender Equality and Equity
Gender equality and equity is an enabling factor in achieving all Goals of SDGs that has
also been mainstreamed in the Indonesian development agenda through the enactment of
special regulations on Gender Mainstreaming and Gender Responsive Planning and
Budgeting. In the VNR 2017, gender is an enabling factor for health, basic services,
education, politics and managerial, technology, financial services including micro-finance
that is reflected by disaggregated data.
Child marriages is an important issue that affect the achievement of the SDGs targets.
Most women who get married at a young age still live in the lowest income level
households2. In 2016, 20% of womens between 20-24 years old were married for the first
time before they reached 18 years old. Albeit decreasing almost 20% compared to 2008, the
trend in the last eight years indicates a slower decline. A faster decline occurs to the
proportion of women whose first marriage happen when they are below 15 years old. In
2016, the percentage of women between 20-24 years old married for the first time before the
age of 15 has declined by one-third from 2008. The high percentage of young and child
marriages have resulted to the high number of the Aged Specific Fertility Rate (ASFR) of
women between 15-19 years old (i.e. 48 per 1000 females). This problem requires
Communication, Information and Education program to improve public awareness.
In politics, the opportunity for women in decision making has increased. In 2004
election, the representation of women in the House of Representatives is 11.84%. This
proportion was increased to 17.86% in 2009 and slightly declined to 17.3% in 2014. The
proportion of women in managerial positions (Echelon I-IV) in government agencies for
period of 2011-2015 also shows an increasing trend.
The low representation of women in parliament is still a gender issue, as indicated by
less than 30% women representation as targeted in the affirmative action (Law Nr. 8/ Year
2012 on the General Election). Therefore, a continuous dissemination, public awareness,
recruitment and capacity building on a regular basis is needed for women cadres and
legislative candidates.
While the Gender Mainstreaming Regulation in Indonesia is quite strong, there are still
challenges in its implementation such as lack of mindset and political will for gender
mainstreamning as well as the inavailability of disaggregated data. Thus, improving
understanding and knowledge, as well as identifying lessons-learned are necessary for gender
mainstreaming.
4.c. Data Availability
The availability of qualified data and information is a key prerequisite to have an
informed decision making and policy formulation to alleviate poverty and improve welfare,
as well as to ensure that no one is left behind. The inclusive process in developing Indonesian
SDGs metadata provides important lesson to formulate more measurable planning,
implementation, monitoring, evaluation and reporting.
The SDGs also provide opportunities for data development, in particular to measure
environmentally sustainable behaviour. One of the challenges related to
data is
disaggregation to ensure that no-one is left behind. At present, Indonesia is developing One
data portal that is coordinated by Bappenas, Office of the Presidential Staff (KSP) and
Statistics Indonesia (BPS).
2

Delayed Progress, Data Analysis of Child Marriage in Indonesia, BPS and UNICEF, 2016
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4.d. Indonesia’s Role in the South-South and Triangular Cooperation (SSTC)
As a lower middle income country, Indonesia would like to contribute to the effort of
other fellow developing countries in advanding the SDG and has thus playes a role as a
“provider” country and not only as a “recipient” through its South-South and Triangular
Cooperation program (SSTC – “KSST” in the Indonesian language). SSTC is a knowledge
sharing framework that benefits not only the assisted country but also Indonesia itself through
international cooperation. Indonesia takes an inclusive SSTC framework and therefore the
Government of Indonesia has involved various stakeholders in its implementation.
Indonesia’s SSTC implementation is also directed to support poverty alleviation program in a
wider context, in both Indonesia and other developing countries. A number of SSTC
programs that support poverty alleviation include support for food security programs for
farmers, animal husbandary and fishermen, assistance for agricultural equipments and
machineries, expert assistance in the food crop agriculture and knowledge sharing on poverty
alleviation programs such as the National Program for Community Empowerment and the
aforementioned Family Hope Program (Program Keluarga Harapan - PKH). The Ministry of
National Development Planning)/Bappenas also coordinates the Reverse Linkage program
that is focused on poverty alleviation through community empowerment model, in the form
of a Triangular cooperation involving Indonesia, IDB and IDB member countries.
Several training programs conducted through the SSTC scheme are, among others, the
triangular program on capacity building for Timor Leste road engineers in 2014 between the
Government of Indonesia, Timor-Leste and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).
Another example is training on development strategic partnership between faith-based
organizations and Muslim leaders in Family Planning in 2014 and 2015 involving
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Ghana, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan and the Philippines.
Challenges in the SSTC implementation include the limited source of domestic funding.
To that end, the SSTC National Coordination Team has established partnerships with various
parties, including development partners. The involvement of development partners is
expected to support the implementation of Indonesia SSTC program more effectively and
sustainably, not only in terms of funding, but also in the areas of institutional capacity
building, implementation of pilot projects, and the development of innovative triangular
cooperation modalities.

4.f. SDGs Financing
Indonesia continues to improve the quality of government spending, starting with a more
effective and efficient planning, enhancing cooperation between the government and private
sector in financing strategic projects, and promoting bank services to support development.
In terms of tax revenues, various attempts are made by the government through the
implementation of Law no. 16 year 2016 on Tax Amnesty. This effort is made in order to
reduce dependence on assistance from development partners (Official Development
Assistance/ODA).
Other alternative financing for the implementation of SDGs is from philanthropic and
business funds, as well as religious social funds. The SDGs Indonesia Action Plan document
will include contributions and commitments from non-state actors consisting of philanthropy
and businesses and social organizations. The contribution of philanthropy and businesses will

9
- 67 -

be documented, so that it can be measured, monitored and evaluated as part of achieving
SDGs in Indonesia.
Indonesia has also prepared guidelines for green banking and green financing. The
Financial Services Authority has the role to support this sustainable finance program. The
program involves cooperation of various stakeholders to provide financing for institutions
that apply sustainable finance principles. In its implementation, it still needs increasing
private awareness and supported by enabling regulation.
The challenges of domestic resource mobilization are unsustainable activities which can
potentially support sustainable development. In addition, the use of CSR funds may not fully
reach the right beneficiaries and suitable programs, thus the mapping of CSR activities and
program to synergize with the development program is required.

5. Next Steps
For Indonesia, the implementation of SDGs means implementing its own national
development program, since SDGs are in line with the vision and mission of the President
(“Nawacita”) and the RPJMN 2015-2019. Most of the SDGs targets are aligned with national
targets and therefore the required resources are secured. The remaining SDGs targets that
have not been integrated in the RPJMN 2015-2019 but are relevant to the national
development agenda will be developed in the national action plan. One of the main
contributions of SDGs for Indonsia is to sharpen indicators of development achievement that
are more measurable and to ensure that development benefits all. SDGs also strengthen
inclusive development process through the involvement of stakeholders, including
synergizing with international development partners.
Indonesia is committed to regularly monitor SDGs achievements and conduct
continous improvements. Indonesia is open to share its SDGs mainstreaming experiences
into national development which has taken an inclusive process involving all stakeholders in
all phases and in institutional arrangements with the support of the SDGs Secretariat.
Indonesia is also keen to learn from other countries’ experiences on SDGs implementation.
Indonesia is committed to implement SDGs to achieve a prosperous and just
Indonesia, in accordance with its national development goals. SDGs have provided
meaningful contributions as the reference for sustainable development that is universally
followed by developing and developed countries. Considering that Indonesia is the fourth
largest populous country, the success of Indonesian development will contribute to the global
welfare. 16.9% of Indonesia’s population is within the range of 15-24 years of age (2016),
and Indonesia has thus the opportunity to benefit from the ‘demographic bonus’ in 20202040. Youth is therefore a great potential and investment for the sustainable development,
and their involvement in the SDGs implementation process, either as beneficiary of
development or as agents of change is very important.
In the process of achieving sustainable development, Indonesia is in the stage of
initiating the implementation of "Circular Economy" by optimally improving resource
efficiency and reducing waste. In the future, Indonesia will develop policies to encourage
circular economy that ensures Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) is
implemented in the business cycles and business processes. The challenges of the SCP are
effectively implementation of thepolicies which requires the changing of communities’
behavior towards sustainable consumption and production.
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Indonesia’s challenge to achieve SDGs is enormous, in particular to ensure that no one will
be left behind for its 258 million people, spread over approximately 17 thousand islands, with
vast differences in cultures, ethnics, religions and languages. However, the enormous
challenge is not a sourse of concern for the Government of Indonesia, who is remain
confident in its efforts. Hence the challenge will be addressed to ensure sustainable
development could improve welfare and provide justice for all. Indonesia is also open and
willing to cooperate with the global community toward the achievement of SDGs.
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Japan’s efforts toward achieving the SDGs through PPAP,
Public Private Action for Partnership

1. Fundamental Idea
Prior to the formulation of the 2030 Agenda, Japan was already implementing
measures in an integrated manner to build a sustainable society through
environmental, economic and social improvements. Japan has also embarked on
creating an inclusive and participatory society in which every individual can achieve
his or her full potential. In line with this ideal, Japan has forged ahead by reforming its
relevant systems. Also, Japan has set human security as the guiding principle that
lies at the foundation of its foreign assistance and has placed issues such as health,
disaster risk reduction and gender equality, which are listed in the SDGs as major
challenges to be addressed, at the core of its international cooperation.
Based on this experience, Japan played a leading role in the formulation of the
2030 Agenda, including the individual goals and targets.
Japan aims to become a role model for the world in the implementation of
measures to achieve the SDGs and will make efforts both in Japan and in
cooperation with other countries to achieve sustainable societies worldwide where no
one is left behind. 

2. Institutional Framework and the Implementation Guiding Principles
On May 20, 2016, the Government of Japan established a new Cabinet body
called the “SDGs Promotion Headquarters”, headed by the Prime Minister and
composed of all ministers. The SDGs Promotion Headquarters was established to
foster close cooperation among relevant ministries and government agencies, and to
lead the comprehensive and effective implementation of SDGs-related measures as
a control tower.
Under the SDGs Promotion Headquarters, we have held roundtable meetings
on items related to the promotion and implementation of the 2030 Agenda, attended
by representatives from a wide range of stakeholders, including NGO/NPOs,
academia, the private sector and international organizations. So far, roundtable
1
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meetings have been held in September and November, 2016, and we have also
conducted public comments. Through these processes, the government has widely
sought the opinions of citizens and has held dialogues with a range of stakeholders.
Based on these discussions, at the second meeting of the SDGs Promotions
Headquarters held in December 2016, we adopted the SDGs Implementation Guiding
Principles, which represent Japan’s national strategy to address the major challenges
for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
In the Guiding Principles, Japan established the following vision: “Become a
leader toward a future where economic, social and environmental improvements are
attained in an integrated, sustainable and resilient manner while leaving no one
behind.” Besides the vision, the document includes five implementation principles and
an approach to the follow-up and review processes. By restructuring the SDGs in light
of Japan’s national context, it has identified eight priority areas among the goals and
targets of the SDGs on which Japan should focus:
1. Empowerment of All People (related SDGs: 1, 4, 5, 8, 10, 12)
2. Achievement of Good Health and Longevity (related SDG: 3)
3. Creating Growth Markets, Revitalization of Rural Areas, and Promoting Science
Technology and Innovation (related SDGs: 2, 8, 9, 11)
4. Sustainable and Resilient Land Use, Promoting Quality Infrastructure (related
SDGs: 2, 6, 9, 11)
5. Energy Conservation, Renewable Energy, Climate Change Countermeasures, and
Sound Material-Cycle Society (related SDGs: 7, 12, 13)
6. Conservation of Environment, including Biodiversity, Forests and the Oceans
(related SDGs: 2, 3, 14, 15)
7. Achieving Peaceful, Safe and Secure Societies (related SDG: 16)
8. Strengthening the Means and Frameworks for the Implementation of the SDGs
(related SDG: 17)

In the Annex to the Guiding Principles, 140 specific measures to be
implemented both at home and abroad are listed together with indicators.

3. Stakeholder Engagement
The Government of Japan attaches great importance to implementing measures
for the 2030 Agenda, monitoring progress, and conducting follow-up and review
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activities across agency boundaries and through public-private partnerships; in other
words, through Public Private Action for Partnership (PPAP), in order to achieve the
SDGs. It will do this in cooperation with a wide range of stakeholders, including local
governments, NGOs/NPOs, academia, the private sector, international organizations
and other entities, parliamentarians, scientists and cooperatives. It was to this end
that the Government of Japan established the SDGs Promotion Roundtable Meetings,
mentioned above, comprising a wide range of stakeholders. The roundtable meetings
were held to draft the SDGs Implementation Guiding Principles as well as in
preparation for the voluntary national review.
Also, a variety of efforts by other stakeholders, such as NPOs and NGOs,
private companies, local governments, science community and parliamentarians at
home and overseas, to promote the SDGs have started to spread. In order to further
encourage the private sector to work on the SDGs, the SDGs Promotion
Headquarters decided to create the “Japan SDGs Award,” which will be presented to
leading initiatives by private companies and organizations during its meeting in June
2017.
On the other hand, public awareness of the SDGs is not yet sufficient. In order to
promote SDGs-related measures as a national movement, it is critical to promote the
understanding of every single Japanese person about the SDGs. To this end, under
the leadership of SDGs Promotion Headquarters, Japan will work hard on raising
public awareness through communication campaigns in collaboration with all the
stakeholders.
Furthermore, in order to nurture in children, who will lead society in 2030 and
beyond, the competencies to be the future creators of sustainable societies and
leaders of world, we are promoting Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), as
well as encouraging learning about SDGs in all settings, including schools,
households, workplaces and local communities.
(End)
(922 words)
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Voluntary National Review for Malaysia
MAIN MESSAGES

1. Malaysia started its journey on sustainable development since 1970s when the New
Economic Policy (NEP) was introduced in 1970 to eradicate poverty and restructure
societal imbalance. All the subsequent 5-year Malaysia development plans have
underscored the elements of sustainable development encompassing sustainable
economic growth, growth with equitable distribution to all sections of society, access
to basic infrastructure and utilities, access to education and healthcare services and
mainstreamed environmental conservation.
2. In 2009, Malaysia formulated the New Economic Model (NEM) which further
cemented Malaysia’s commitment to pursue sustainable development based on
three pillars, namely high income, inclusivity and sustainability, which mirrors the
three elements of the SDG, namely economy, social and environment. The NEM
provides the basis for 5-year Malaysia development plan until 2020. The current 5year Malaysia plan i.e. the 11th Malaysia Plan (2016-2020) is premised on the three
pillars of NEM. The theme of 11th Malaysia plan is “Anchoring Growth on People”
where people will be the centerpiece of all development efforts and to ensure that no
section of society is left behind in participating and benefiting from the nation’s
development.
3. Malaysia is, therefore not starting anew on its pathway to sustainable development
but it is a process already in motion. Some of the achievements to date are as
below;
a. SDG 1&2: Absolute poverty reduced from 49.3% (1970) to 0.6% (2014) with no
reported cases of hunger;
b. SDG 3: Child and maternal mortality rates are almost at the level of developed
countries; eradicated endemic small pox and polio and reversed the spread of
HIV/AIDS. Drastic reductions in water-borne diseases, deaths from treatable
childhood diseases and malaria;
c. SDG 4&5: More than 90% enrolment rates for primary and secondary school
levels for both boys and girls and 33% for higher education with gender ratio
slightly in favour of girls;
d. SDG 6: Over 95% coverage for water and sanitation, and electricity supply at
national level;
e. SDG 7,12 & 16: Laws, regulations, policies and plans in place to better protect
and ensure sustainable use of natural assets;
f. SDG 8: Full employment since 1992;
1
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g. SDG 10: Income inequalities reduced, as indicated by lower Gini Coefficient
from 0.513 (1970) to 0.401 (2014); and
h. SDG 13, 14, 15, &17: As of 2015, maintained more than 50% forest cover,
10.76% as terrestrial protected areas and 1.06% as marine protected areas.
Carbon intensity reduced by 33% since 2009, increasing renewable energy
capacity. Malaysia also participates in international trans-boundary conservation
efforts like the Coral Triangle and the Heart of Borneo initiatives.

2
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4. The Agenda 2030 increases the resolve to pursue the journey on sustainable
development more aggressively. Thus, Malaysia has aligned SDG principles with the
11th Malaysia Plan, which will entrench SDGs in all facets of Malaysia’s
development. The Honourable Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dato’ Seri Mohd. Najib
Tun Abdul Razak made his commitment during UN General Assembly in 2015 that
Malaysia will adopt the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development and its
implementation.
5. To embrace and implement the 17 SDGs in a systematic and measurable manner,
Malaysia has taken the following initiatives;
a. established a multi-stakeholder, participatory governance structure;
b. held two national SDG symposiums to promote participation of stakeholders;
c. conducted studies on data readiness and gap analysis;
d. undertaken a mapping exercise involving non-government and civil society
organisations and the private sector to align SDGs with the 11th Malaysia Plan
initiatives; and
e. established a National SDG Roadmap to guide implementation of Agenda
2030 and the SDGs.
Moving forward
6. Next steps to be taken include:
x localising SDGs at sub-national levels by replicating the national multi-stakeholder
governance structure at state levels;
x mobilising resources and funding through partnerships i.e. crowd sourcing, social
entrepreneurship, CSR programmes, support and funding from international
sources; and
x strengthening data readiness and filling data gaps to develop a comprehensive
dataset for SDG implementation.
Conclusion
7. Malaysia can and should be ambitious with the goals and targets for the SDGs. We
have demonstrated that we can set and achieve “higher targets” through sustained
and systematic effort. Malaysia has in place the implementing mechanism for the
SDGs with sustainable development initiative aligned with the 11MP, the
implementation will be a relatively smooth process. The National SDG Roadmap
sets out the priorities and plan of action for implementation.
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Main Message for Thailand’s Voluntary National Review
Introduction
Thailand attaches great importance to the concept of sustainable development
which has long taken root in the country. The country has been guided by the
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP), conceived by His Majesty the Late King
Bhumibol Adulyadej. SEP has been adopted as the core principle of National
Economic and Social Development Plan since 2002. The current constitution has
integrated SEP and sustainable development as integral parts.
The development approach based on SEP is in conformity with the core
principle of the 2030 Agenda and can serve as an approach to support the realization
of the SDGs. SEP promotes sustainability mindset and provides guidelines for
inclusive, balanced and sustainable development. Therefore, SEP will continue to be
our guiding principle in completing the unfinished MDGs business and achieving
the SDGs. The cabinet has decided on 25 October 2016 to promote the application
of SEP for SDGs in all areas and at all levels. Thailand has also been actively
sharing SEP as a development model to the international community especially
since her G-77 chairmanship in 2016.
Main Highlights
Mainstreaming the SDGs
SEP and SDGs have been integrated in the 20 – Year National Strategy
Framework and the 12th National Economic and Social Development Plan (2017 –
2021). As a result, plans and budgeting of all government agencies will be in line
with SEP and SDGs.
National Mechanism for Sustainable Development
The National Committee for Sustainable Development (CSD), chaired by the
Prime Minister, is Thailand’s main and highest mechanism responsible for the
country’s sustainable development. It has 37 members from public, private
academia and civil society, with the Secretary-General of National Economic and
Social Development Board (NESDB) as the secretariat.
The main task of CSD is formulating polices and strategies on national
sustainable development and oversight their implementation, including the SDGs.
It has established three sub-committees to advance the three inter - connected
processes namely mobilizing the SDGs, raising awareness on sustainable
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-2development and the application of SEP, and compiling data and statistics to
support the implementation and monitoring of the 2030 Agenda.
Three taskforces were established and respectively tasked with (1) reviewing
and recommending legal, economics and social measures necessary for achieving
the SDGs; (2) coordinating works by numerous agencies, and priority setting; and
(3) preparing report on Thailand’s progress, challenges, and recommendation in
implementing the 2030 Agenda including the VNR.
Key progress by the CSD
CSD has undertaken several steps to advance the SDGs implementation
including establishing coordinating body for each of the SDGs, formulating
roadmaps for all 17 SDGs, identifying 30 priority targets, synthesizing examples of
SEP for SDGs model projects, examining gaps and discrepancies between the
national baselines and the proposed global indicators.
Raising SDGs Awareness and Creating Ownership
Representatives of private sector, academia and CSOs were invited to be in the
CSD and its subsidiaries. Several rounds of stakeholders’ engagement has been
conducted including with the private sector, CSO of various constituencies, youth as
well as the members of National Legislative Assembly. As a result, these
stakeholders are making contributions in accordance with their respective roles and
expertise. Global Compact Network Thailand and other private entities are very
active in mainstreaming SDGs and UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights into business operations. CSOs organized their own SDGs regional forums
to present their views, concerns, and priorities under the SDGs. The CSOs have also
produced their own VNR reports to supplement the Government’s VNR report.
Their inputs as well as contributions from other stakeholders will further synergize
Thailand’s efforts to achieve the SDGs.
Voluntary National Review - A process
Thailand views the VNR as a process to engage and to create ownership more
than a report-making exercise.
The VNR taskforce comprises lead agencies of 17 SDGs and the National
Statistical Office. Several rounds of consultations were conducted to gather relevant
information. The content of the report derived from two processes: assessing
progress and learning from communities.
The report provides a snapshot of significant progress in 2016 together with
approaches and good practices applied in 17 SDGs, especially the SEP for SDGs
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-3model projects studied and selected from diverse areas and sectors, as well as
challenges faced in achieving some of the goals. Background on data collection and
indicators together with statistical annex are also presented.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as chair of VNR Taskforce in collaboration
with local universities, organized regional engagement sessions to update
stakeholders on the national SDGs implementation and gather their views on how
the country should proceed to achieve the SDGs. Greater awareness and ownership
have been generated along the process and the report drafting taskforce actually has
gotten to appreciate local wisdom and community strength and learned more.
The Progress
Built on the achievement in the Millennium Development Goals, Thailand has a
solid foundation for implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
Here are the snapshots on status, early progresses and challenges.
Goal 1: Thailand has achieved the MDGs target on poverty and hunger,
reducing the number of people living in poverty and hunger by half. However,
poverty remains in many manifestations and inequalities persist. Around 7.2 per
cent of population lives under the national poverty line, the number could reach
15.5 per cent if we include those who are slightly above the line. Measures such as
SEP villages seek to increase income and reduce expenditure for those in the rural
area. The government has started a registration scheme to provide support to the
poor. In 2016, 17,469 million baht (approximately 485 million US Dollar) was
provided to 7.5 million registered low income-earners through the national epayment system to further support their livelihood. It is expected that the scheme
will benefit around 12 million qualified registrants in 2017.
Goal 2: Thailand, also known as “Kitchen of the World”, has successfully
reduced the proportion of undernourished population from 34.6 per cent to 7.5 per
cent during the MDGs era. Efforts to provide the poor and vulnerable groups with
access to adequate, safe and nutritious food will be further highlighted in the
20 – Year National Strategy Framework on healthcare. Measures, including law,
have been taken to reduce stunning and wasting in children under 5 year of age.
Thailand strives to ensure sustainable food production system through promoting
practice of sustainable agriculture in the forms of organic farming and the “New
Theory Farming” under the SEP concept, with the target to increase the area of
sustainable agriculture farming at 80,000 hectare per annum.
Goal 3: Universal Health Coverage (UHC) has been a crucial factor in the
improvement of healthcare service in Thailand with current coverage stands at
99.87 per cent. We also attach great importance to preventive medicine. As a result,
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-4maternal and neonatal mortality rates are well below the global targets thanks to
99.6 per cent of birth attended by skilled health personnel. New cases of pandemic
diseases are also on the decline. The government is determined to reduce the
number of road traffic accident through legal measures and promoting safe driving
behavior to bring down the second most cause of death.
Goal 4: More than 90 per cent of school age children are enjoying subsidized
15- year basic education available to all children in the land, regardless of their
nationalities or migrant status. The government is promoting vocational study in
particular dual education with an aim to increasing quality workforce in real sectors.
We are working harder to advance the quality of education at all levels under the
12th Education Plan (2017-2021) and the National Education Plan 2017-2036.

Goal 5: Gender equality is another success story from the MDGs. Girls
enjoy equal access to quality education as boys do. In fact, they even do better in
higher education. Female are now accounted for 60 per cent of the workforce and
hold a handsome share of 38 per cent of executive level in private sector. The
current constitution calls for gender responsive budgeting, on which a pilot project
is being implemented in Surat Thani province. Elements of SDG 5 will be
incorporated in the Women Development Strategy 2017-2021.
Goal 6: Almost 100 percent of households have access to safe and affordable
drinking water as well as sanitation facilities. However challenge remains in remote
rural areas where we are doubling our effort to address the situation. The Water
Resource Management Strategic Plan 2015 – 2026 has provided a holistic approach
both in terms of water-use efficiency and water resource infrastructure to ensure that
Thailand can meet her future demand.
Goal 7: Thailand imports more than 70 per cent of energy for domestic
consumption each year. The 20 – Year Integrated Energy Plan (2015-2036) is the
road map for the country’s energy security. Thailand is trying to diversify the source
of energy focusing on domestic source, improve energy efficiency and promote
community participation in energy management. Thailand seeks to increase the
proportion of alternative energy from 13.83 per cent to 30 per cent by 2036.
Currently Thailand has the highest solar power capacity among ASEAN members.
Goal 8: The 20 – Year National Strategy Framework aims to raise Thailand
to become a high – income country by 2036. In addition to the projected growth
from agriculture, manufacturing and service sectors, the 12th National Economic and
Social Development Plan (2016 – 2020) aims to strengthen national competitiveness
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-5with service and digital based economy, enhance skill of the workforces and provide
labour protection and welfare.
Goal 9: Thailand has been actively promoting connectivity within and
beyond borders for years. The draft 20 –Year Transportation Development Strategy
(2017- 2036) aligns with the SDGs in providing effective, green and safe, inclusive
and innovative transport for all. At the same time the Thailand 4.0 policy will boost
value added in manufacturing sector through promoting greater utilization of
creativity, technology and innovation while ensuring environmental friendly
practices. The development of STI capacity will have a central role in this
endeavour.
Goal 10: Addressing inequality became one of the main targets in recent
national development plans. In 2015, income of the bottom 40 per cent of
population grew 6.05 per cent comparing to the national rate of 1.66 per cent.
Thailand aims to increase the income growth of the bottom 40 to 15 per cent per
annum during the next 5 years. Various schemes have been implemented to support
and generate income for the poor such as micro financing, providing financial
support, welfare and benefit for low income – earners , establishing social
enterprises at every province to support communities development.
Goal 11: Thailand is aligning new urban development plan with the New
Urban Agenda. Land ownership and land distribution will be addressed with legal
measures. The government is developing a 10 – Year housing development strategy,
targeting at 2.72 million households living in inferior housing condition or informal
settlement. In addition, 22,434 million bath (approximately 623 million US Dollar)
preferential housing loan has made available to the low and middle income
population. Already trained in 972 communities in 2016, the Community Based
Disaster Risk Management programme based on the Sendai Framework for Disaster
Risk Reduction will be further expanded to local comminutes nationwide.
Goal 12: The concept Sustainable Consumption and Production is closely
related with SEP which advocates a balanced lifestyle that promotes growth and
conserves the environment at the same time. In this regard, Thailand has developed
the “SCP roadmap 2017- 2036” to further promote the SCP concept in different
sectors, and implemented various medium and long term plans and strategies on
green industry, chemical and waste management, environmental management, green
procurement, as well as various green labeling schemes to ensure the achievement
of SDG 12.
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-6Goal 13: Thailand is one of the countries with high vulnerability to the
impact of climate change. This places the issue among national priorities.
Consequently measures on climate change has been incorporated in the National
Economic and Social Development Plan since 2012 and also integrated in the 20 –
Year National Strategy Framework (2017-2036). Thailand’s Climate Change Master
Plan (2015-2036) aims to enhance adaptation and mitigation capacity of various
sectors. 17 provinces and 32 municipalities have been trained and developed
climate action plan for their respective constituencies, complementing their
provincial disaster risk reduction plans. 
Goal 14: The Coastal reforestation programme has resulted in 5.24 per cent
increase of mangrove forest area during 2004 – 2014, returning to its former health.
Currently, areas under different marine resource and ecological management
regimes account for 15.68 per cent of total marine area in Thailand, including
18,136 square kilometers of protected marine and coastal areas. The National Plan
of Action to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing was designed to fulfill
Thailand’s responsibilities to marine fisheries resources both inside and outside
Thai waters.
Goal 15: Thailand has set a target of increasing forest area from 31.6 percent
of land area to 40 per cent through various forestation schemes and financial
mechanisms. Authorities are also working with communities in forest areas to uplift
their well-being, providing alternative means of income and reducing the need to
deforest or endanger biodiversity. The Elephant Ivory Act 2015 has been proven to
be effective in controlling illicit ivory trade and possession, demonstrating
Thailand’s determination in combat wildlife trafficking.
Goal 16: SEP inspired initiatives such as alternative development and the
United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-Custodial
Measures for Women Offenders – the Bangkok Rules, have been identified as
measures to promote and support peaceful society. Thailand has the “zero tolerance
for human trafficking” policy and continues efforts in prevention, protection,
prosecution and partnership. On combating corruption, another national agenda,
several legal measures have been enacted and amended. The establishment of
Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Offence in 2016, for example, will
help reduce the time to finalise such cases more quickly.
Goal 17: Thailand firmly believes that only through partnership we can
achieve the inclusive and sustainable development. Thailand has created
enabling environment for the private sector to enhance MOI in other developing
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-7countries. The Duty Free Quota Free regime for LDCs has been implemented
since 2015, complementing Thailand’s outbound investment promotion in
developing countries. For years, Thailand International Cooperation Agency
(TICA) and Neighbouring Countries Economic Development Cooperation Agency
(NEDA) have been providing cooperation on sustainable development in terms of
technical assistance, financial grants and concessional loans as well as development
projects. One of the legacies of Thailand’s G-77 chairmanship in 2016 is the “SEP
for SDGs Partnership” with ongoing SEP model projects in 10 countries from
different continents and many more projects in the pipeline. Thailand is actively
promoting regional cooperation on sustainable development. Thailand has
supported UN Office for South-South Cooperation to resume its regional office
in Bangkok. Thailand is the Coordinator of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) to promote complementarities between the ASEAN
Community Vision 2025 and the 2030 Agenda and the prime mover and
coordinator in promoting sustainable development in the Asia Cooperation
Dialogue (ACD) and the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building
Measures in Asia (CICA) respectively.
Conclusion
VNR is not only about reporting or sharing our good practices and challenges.
Thailand believes that the VNR process has provided countries with opportunities to
take stock on sustainable development efforts and strengthen SDGs implementation
as well as mobilize public awareness and contribution. It will serve as a solid
foundation for future SDGs follow up and reviews, and bring about concerted
efforts from all stakeholders for achieving the SDGs. VNR is a practical tool and an
engaging process that should be encouraged.

-----------------------
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1. 개관
1) 글로벌 주요그룹 및 이해관계자그룹(MGoS)의 HLPF 참여체계
주요그룹
여성/청소년/농민/노동계

고위급정치포럼
(HLPF)

⇋
정기
운영

MGoS 참여체계 운영그룹

/산업계/NGOs/과학기술

- 주요그룹 및 이해관계자 그룹별

계/지방정부/원주민

대표 1명 및 부대표 1명으로 구성.
- 주요그룹 중 1명, 이해관계자

협의

이해관계그룹

그룹 중 1명 등 총 2명으로

자선단체 및

공동의장 호선(임기 12개월).

재단/교육기관/장애인/자
원봉사단체/노인/지역공
동체/이주민 등

<MGoS 운영그룹의 주요 역할>
• 연간 MGoS 회의 개최
• 합의문건 검토/제안
• 정보공유
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<NGOs그룹의 참여 및 운영체계>
• 전 세계 어떤 단체든지 NGOs 그룹에 이메일 등록 등 온라인 신청접수를 통해 참
여 가능(http://www.ngomg.org/).
• 각 그룹별 조직운영 정관 마련하여 그룹 대표 선정
• 글로벌 조직가(Organizing Partner) 3명, 지역별 조직가 9명(아프리카, 아시아, 중
동 및 북아프리카, 유럽, 중앙아시아, 남미, 북미, 태평양, 캐러비안), 주제별 코디
5명 등 최대 17명으로 운영위원회(Facilitation Committee) 구성.
• 운영위원의 임기는 총 3년으로 1회에 한해 연임 가능하며, 조직 활동의 연속성을
위하여 7~9명씩 홀수/짝수년 시차를 두고 선거 진행.
• 운영위원의 선출은 추천위원회(Nomination Committee)를 구성(글로벌 OP 1, 지
역별 OP 2, NGOs 그룹 회원 4명)하여 정관에 따라 후보명단을 작성하고 온라인
투표를 통해 최종 선출.
• 지역별 OP와 주제별 코디는 그룹별 자체 선출규정을 통해서 대표를 선정.
• 주요활동 : NGOs 그룹 조직, NGOs 그룹 입장문서 작성 및 제출, 유엔 DESA와
협의, 매년 NGOs 회의 개최, 정보공유 등

※ NGOs 그룹 운영위원 명단
- 글로벌 OP : Daniel Perell(New York, USA), Dr. Alice Odingo(Nairobi, Kenya)
- 지역 OP : Paul Okumu(아프리카), Beckie Malay(아시아),
Shantal Munro-Knight(캐러비안), Leida Rijnhout(유럽), Soon-Young Yoon(북미)

2) MGoS 및 한국 시민사회의 입장문서 제출
○ 8개 주요그룹 및 4개 이해관계자 그룹 등 총 12개 그룹이 2017 HLPF 입장문
서(Position paper)를 제출.
• 주요그룹(8) : 여성, 아동/청소년, NGOs, 지방정부, 노동자/노조, 기업, 과학
기술계, 원주민 (※ 농민그룹 입장문서 미제출)
• 이해관계자그룹(4) : 노인, 장애인, 교육, 자원봉사단체
○ 주요그룹 및 이해관계자그룹(MGoS: Major Groups and other Stakeholders)의
입장문서는 ‘변화하고 있는 세계에서의 빈곤퇴치와 번영(Eradicating poverty
and promoting prosperity in a changing World)’를 주제로 2017년 HLPF의
점검 목표인 SDG 1, 2, 3, 5, 9, 14, 17 등 총 7개 목표에 대한 각 그룹별 현
황에 대한 인식과 향후 해결방안을 제안하는 것이 목적.
○ 한편, MGoS의 입장문서 뿐만 아니라 국가, 풀뿌리, 글로벌 네트워크 등 다양
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한 시민사회 및 이해관계자그룹들의 입장문서 또는 보고서를 접수하는데, 한
국 시민사회 SDGs 네트워크(SDGs시민넷)는 ‘2017 유엔 SDGs HLPF 대응 한
국

시민사회

보고서(Korea

Civil

Society

Report

for

2017

HLPF

on

Sustainable Development)를 지난 4월 28일 유엔 DESA에 제출하였으며,
2017.6.27. 기준, 유일한 국가단위 시민사회 보고서로 유엔 SDGs 홈페이지에
게재되어

있는

상황.(SDGs

Engagement>High-level

Knowledge

Political

Platform>Stakeholder

Forum

on

Sustainable

Development>Resrouces).
(http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/majorgroups/hlpfresources)

3) MGoS 및 한국 시민사회의 입장문서 제출 절차 및 방법
○ 매년 7월 개최되는 고위급정치포럼(HLPF)를 중심으로 상반기 중 MGoS의 입
장문서, 기타 다양한 이해관계자 그룹들의 입장문서, 활동보고서 등을 유엔
DESA에

제출하면

유엔의

SDGs

공식

홈페이지에

게재

(http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf).
○ 올해 MGoS의 입장문의 구성내용 및 작성형식(15페이지 이내 분량, 요약문+본
문+결론 형식)은 유엔 DESA와 MGoS간 협의를 통해 2017년 3월에 최종 결정
되었으며, 4월 28일까지 유엔 DESA의 SDGs 홈페이지(SDGs Knowledge
Platform)의 접수처를 통해 제출.
○ 주요그룹 및 이해관계자그룹들은 각 그룹별 이메일 네트워크를 통해 그룹별
입장문서 초안을 회람하여 의견 수렴 후 최종 제출.
○ 한편, 한국 시민사회보고서는 2017년 2월~3월 말까지 SDGs 검토 목표관련 단
체가 초안을 작성한 뒤, 4월 6일 SDGs시민넷 세미나를 통해 전체 의견수렴.

4) 2017 HLPF 기간 MGoS 및 시민사회그룹의 주요활동 일정
○ MGoS 사전회의 : 7/9(일) 2017 HLPF 참여 가이드라인 등. 선착순 참석.
○ NGOs 연례 회의 : 7/14(금) Baha’i International 사무실, 안건 미정.
○ 아태 시민사회그룹 사이드이벤트 : ‘지역별 SDGs 이행촉진을 위한 이행수단’
(첫째주, APRCEM), ‘시민사회 참여체계 사례’(둘째주, APRCEM),
○ ‘Ground-level People’s Forum’(7/15 또는 7/16, APRCEM)
○ 한국 시민사회그룹 사이드이벤트 : ‘지방차원 참여적 SDGs 이행 사례 공
유’(7/10, SDGs시민넷+캐나다, 아프리카 NGOs), KoFID 및 KCOC 사이드이벤
트
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2. 주요그룹의 입장문서 주요 내용
1) 여성
○ 여성그룹은 범 분야 목표(cross-sector goal)로써 성평등을 달성하는데 전반
적인 장애사항으로, ‘시스템적 장벽(systemic barrier)과 구조적인 불평등’을
지적하며

신자유주의적

자본주의(neo-liberalist

capitalism),

근본주의

(fundamentalism), 인종주의(racism), 가부장제(patriarchy)를 언급.
○ 또한, ① 여성 등 사회적 약자를 위한 사회복지비용을 축소시키고 군수산업
경제를 우선시하는 ‘군사주의(Militarism)’, ② 세계 경제의 절반을 차지하고
국제 정치경제 의사결정에 막대한 영향을 미치고 있는 ‘다국적 기업의 영향
력’, ③ 성장과 수익을 좇는 지속가능하지 않은 ‘소비 및 생산 패턴’, ④ ‘시
민사회 참여 공간’의 축소 문제 등을 여성의 빈곤 및 건강과 여성에 대한
다양한 형태의 폭력과 인권 유린의 원인으로 지적.
○ 시스템적 장벽과 구조적 불평등 문제로 인하여, ① 여성이 빈곤층의 다수를
차지(SDG 1), ② 불공평한 상속제도나 낙태의 범죄와 등 여성 차별적 법/정
책의 존재(SDG 2, 3), ③ 규모의 자본주의 산업 논리에 따른 농어업 모델
육성으로 여성이 다수를 차지하는 영세농어민이 퇴출(SDG 2, 14), ④ 교육/
보건 서비스 등 여성과 소녀를 위한 필수 서비스 및 인프라의 감축(SDG 3,
9) 등 여성이 ‘빈곤퇴치와 번영 추구’에서 배제되고 있음을 규명.
○ 여성이 포함되는 ‘빈곤퇴치와 번영 추구’를 위하여, 다음과 같은 5대 행동과
제를 제시.
① 자기 신체 자율권, 여성폭력 종식, 성평등 주류화 등 여성의 인권 보장
② 참여체계의 제도화, HLPF에서의 유의미한 참여공간 마련, 지역별회의에
서 시민사회의 다양한 목소리 보장, VNR 제출국가와 MGoS간 충분한
간담회 시간 제공 등 '유의미한 참여'보장
③ 시민사회 참여 공간을 유지하고 강화하기 위한 유엔 회원국과 시민사회
간 긴밀한 협력
④ 여성인권그룹에의 직접적인 재정지원
⑤ 법제도를 통한 기업의 영향 평가 및 해결, 국가별 SDGs 수립과 기준연
도 및 구별통계 구축, 자연자원의 이용 및 관리의 지속가능성을 파악하
기 위한 새로운 측정수단 개발 등 책임있는 행동
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2) NGOs
○ 시민사회단체그룹은 시민사회 의견의 반영, 언어 번역, SDGs 이행 및 검토과
정에서 유의미한 시민사회 참여를 위한 충분한 시간 제공 등 시민사회 참여
제도 증진을 가장 중요하게 언급.
○ 목표별 주요 제안사항은 아래와 같음.
• 목표1 : 빈곤퇴치를 위해서 다른 모든 목표들과 연계하여 종합적이면서 특
정 맥락과 상황을 고려한 해결책이 필요. 사회 모든 분야에서 기회, 복지,
대응력을 증대하기 위해 정부가 어떠한 노력을 하고 있는지 국가평가보고
서에 담을 필요.
• 목표2: 과잉 투입, 영세 농어민의 생계와 문화, 그리고 생물다양성 시스템
을 산업적으로 착취하고 있는 농업생산구조를 변화시킬 필요.
• 목표3: 홍보-예방-치료-재활-완화 전체 스펙트럼 차원에서 접근해야 하며,
다양한 분야 및 이해관계자들이 감당가능하면서 양질의 신체적, 정신적 건
강 서비스를 받을 수 있도록 정부는 사회적, 문화적, 경제적 장벽을 제거할
필요.
• 목표5: 여성차별금지, 무임금 가사노동의 재분배, 여성의 자원/교육/의사결
정에의 동등한 접근에 대해 국제협약 및 기준에 준한 국내법과 정책 수립
필요.
• 목표9: 국가/지방정부의 포용적이며 생태적으로 건전한 산업화의 추진, 자
연보호와 참여적 의사결정에 기반한 기초 인프라 제공 필요.
• 목표14: 생태계의 근본적인 부분이자 인간문명의 일부이며 주요 식량 공급
지, 그리고 동등하고 공정한 접근권이 있는 공유재로써 해양을 보호할 필
요.

3) 지방정부
○ 유엔 SDGs 이행에 대응하고 주요그룹 참여 메카니즘에 지방정부 대표로 참
여하기 위하여, 2012년 글로벌 광역/지방정부 태스크포스(TF) 발족.
○ 지방정부그룹의 핵심 의제는 '글로벌 의제의 지역화(localisation of the
global agenda)'임.
○ 지방정부그룹은 SDGs 지역화를 위하여, ① 지방 SDGs 및 이행계획을 수립
하고 모니터링할 수 있는 툴의 개발, ② 자발적 국가보고서 작성 과정에 지
방정부가 참여할 수 있도록 '글로벌 보고 메카니즘' 개발, ③ SDGs 이행에
대한 지역사회의 인식 제고, ④ 재원 조달을 주요 실천과제로 설정.
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○ 특히, 이행수단 관련하여, '지표' 개발과정에 지방정부의 참여 강화, 유엔기구
및 국가정부의 도시 지속가능성 목표(SDG11) 모니터링 및 보고시 광역지자
체 참여 보장을 요구.

4) 노동자/노조
○ 노동계의 경우, '빈곤퇴치와 번영'을 위한 핵심 슬로건으로 '모두를 위한 양
질의 일자리(Decent Work for All)'을 표방.
○ 모두를 위한 양질의 일자리를 위해서, ① 최저생활임금 이행, ② 적절하고
보편적이며 접근가능한 사회보호제도 보장, ③ 결사의 자유/단체교섭권/무차
별원칙의 실질적 시행, ④ 일자리 창출 및 소득 안전성을 위하여 비공식경제
의 공식경제로의 전환, ⑤ 사회보호에 대한 남녀차별 해소, ⑥ 여성의 경제적
역량강화를 위한 지불가능하고 양질의 돌봄서비스 보장, ⑦ 공식적인 돌봄서
비스 부문의 양질의 일자리 증대, ⑧ 보건 및 초등교육 등 양질의 공공서비
스에의 투자 증대를 제안.

5) 기업/산업계
○ 기업의 경우, 목표별로 다음과 같은 내용을 제안.
• 목표1 : 정부기관의 투명성 강화 및 부정부패와 비효율성 제거, 창업절차
간소화, 공정하고 안정적인 세금 및 규제, 정부 데이터에 대한 접근권 보
장, 일급 기업정보의 보호
• 목표2 : 농업보조금 등 무역을 왜곡시키는 정책들을 줄이고 개방되고 공정
하며 개발 친화적인 무역시스템 지원, 개도국 생산품을 위한 시장 접근 개
선, 장단기 재정운용 균형 유지
• 목표3 : 정부-기업간 간담회 추진
• 목표5 : 여성기업인의 의견 청취 및 모든 중소기업 관련 정책 수립 시 여
성 기업 활동 반영
• 목표9 : 차세대 브로드밴드 기술 투자를 촉진하는 즉각적인 정책 수립, 인
프라 개발 및 유지관리에 기업의 참여 강화, 장기적인 기관투자를 유도하
는 정책 및 메카니즘 개발, 변혁적인 혁신과 선도적인 과학기술을 촉진하
는 정책 채택 및 지적재산권 보호 강화, 지역의 지식과 역량을 활용할 수
있는 적절할 시장과 규제 마련, 무역을 활성화하는 신뢰있고 예상가능한
인프라 및 서비스의 전환
• 목표14 : 해양산업 리더들과의 정기적인 회의 및 파트너십 촉진, 경쟁적
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연구 및 혁신, 시장 기반의 청정기술 및 노하우의 활용을 위한 정책 채택

6) 과학기술계
○ 과학기술계의 경우, 목표 3, 5, 14를 중심으로 목표별 과학계가 진행하고 있
는 프로그램을 소개하고, 각 목표간 상호보완 및 시너지 효과를 위한 통합적
접근 방안을 제시.
○ SDGs 이행 수단으로써 과학기술 강화 제안

7) 원주민
○ 세계은행의 2016년 조사결과에 따르면, 전 세계 인구 중 원주민(indigenous
people)은 약 3억 7천만명(약 5%)으로 소수를 차지하나, 전 세계 극빈층의
15%에 달하는 등 많은 원주민이 빈곤에 처해 있는 것으로 나타남.
○ 이는, 인프라 및 산업개발을 위한 원주민의 토지 및 자원 몰수로 인한 것으
로, 생계와 문화유산을 잃고 궁핍한 생활에 치닫게함.
○ 이러한 문제를 해결하기 위하여, ① 특수한 권리와 조건을 가진 특별한 그룹
으로써 원주민의 존재 인정, ② 원주민별 구별통계 구축, ③ 원주민의 효과적
인 참여와 대표성을 위한 메카니즘 제도화, ④ 원주민의 관습적인 집단토지
권을 법적 권리로 인정, ⑤ 개발프로젝트 추진 시 원주민의 자유로우면서 사
전 정보 제공에 따른 동의를 보장하고 개발이익의 동등한 분배 메카니즘 수
립, ⑥ 원주민의 빈곤, 식량, 건강문제를 해결하고 자기결정에 따른 개발을
위하여 적절한 재정지원 보장을 제안.

3. 이해관계자그룹의 입장문서 주요 내용
1) 장애인
○ 전 세계 인구의 약 10억명(15%)이 장애인이며, 유엔의 <2030 의제>에 따르
면, 장애인 인구의 80%가 빈곤상태에 있는 것으로 조사.
○ 장애인들은 고용, 교육, 보건의료를 포함하여 경제, 정치, 사회, 시민문화생활
등 전반적으로 배제되어 있는 상태.
○ <2030 의제>에서 장애인 포용정책을 위한 대한 국가예산 및 국제개발협력
증대를 약속했으나, 많은 국가들에서 인권보호 및 사회복지관련 예산을 삭감
하는 등 오히려 긴축재정이 진행되면서 장애인이 가장 큰 피해를 보고 있음.
○ 장애인의 존재와 그들의 잠재적 기여도를 인정하고, 장애인 권리 및 완전한

- 93 -

2017 HLPF 주요문서 강독 세미나 | 2017.07.04.(화) 15:00~17:30

참여를 보장하여 장애인의 사회적 소속감을 높이고 빈곤문제를 해결할 것을
요청.
○ 장애인 그룹의 2017 HLPF 점검목표별 주요 제안 사항은 다음과 같음.
• 목표1 & 2 : 정책 수립 및 이행 과정에서의 장애인그룹의 대표성과 독립
적인 참여를 보장하기 위하여 수화통역, 대체소통시스템 등 시설 및 자원
보장, 계획-이행-모니터링 전 의사결정과정에 장애인 참여할 수 있도록 합
리적인 장소 제공, 장애인 현황 파악을 위한 구별통계 구축
• 목표3 : 정신건강 서비스질 개선, 비자발적인 치료 및 강제 시설수용중단,
장애인권 실현을 위한 법 및 정책 환경 조성, 젠더 감수성이 있으며 과학
적이면서 의학적으로 적절하고 양질의, 의료윤리를 존중하는 건강시설 보
장
• 목표5 : 여성장애인이 처한 특수한 장벽을 제거하기 위한 국가 목표 및 지
표 수립, 여성장애인의 고소/고발 또는 법정 증언력을 제한하는 법의 폐기,
법원, 검찰, 경찰 등 사법계 관계자들에 대한 장애인 인권 및 성평등 교육
제공, 사법체계의 여성장애인들을 위한 합리적인 공간 제공, 여성장애인의
교육접근성에 대한 국가 목표 및 지표 수립
• 목표9 & 14 : SDGs 및 재난위기감소 센다이체계 이행 점검 과정에의 장
애인 포함, 인프라 조성 시 특히, 복구 및 재건축시, 유니버설 디자인 및
관련 기술기준 반영, 긴급재난구호 시 구조품 배분, 임시보호소, 위생, 건강
및 심리상담 지원 등 장애인의 접근성 보장, 재난 시 장애인 명단 작성, 물
리적 환경, 교통, IT 등에 대한 장애인의 동등한 접근성 보장.

2) 노인
○ <2030 의제>의 권리 및 이행 주체로써 '노인' 인정이 중요하며, 공식/비공식
부문에서 노인들은 돌봄 주체이자 생계부양자로써 중요한 역할을 하고 있음.
○ 2050년까지 전 세계 인구의 22%가 60세 이상이 될 것으로 전망되고 있으
며, 15세 미만 아동보다 노인 인구가 더 많아질 것으로 예상.
○ 현재 노인인구의 67%가 저소득국가에 거주하고 있고, 빈곤문제에서도 사각
지대에 놓여 있음.
○ 2016년 40개국의 70개 노인단체를 대상으로 실시한 의견수렴 결과에 따르
면, 시민사회와 정부간 협력 강화, 정부정책에서 노인 존재 인정, 노인그룹의
정책의사결정과정에의 참여, 정보의 배포, 양질의 데이터 및 사례 구축을 제
안.
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○ 또한, 지역 및 국가 차원의 SDGs 이행 체계 구축시 광범위한 이해관계자 참
여 보장을 촉구.

3) 자원봉사자 그룹
○ 자원봉사자의 SDGs 이행, 특히, 지역공동체 단위에서 SDGs 이행 및 모니터
링에 자원봉사자 역할의 중요성 역설.
○ 자원봉사자의 기여에 대한 공식 인정 및 이에 대한 정책적 지원, 사회적 소
수자의 관점을 포괄하기 위하여 SDGs 이행 모니터링을 위한 데이터 구축 시
참여적 과정 추진, SDGs 이행체계의 책무성, 투명성, 점검에 대한 지역공동
체 차원에서의 협의와 사회적 소수자의 대표성 포괄 요구.

4) 교육 및 학계
○ 저소득 국가의 모든 학생들이 읽기 기술만 있어도 전 세계 빈곤의 12%를
줄일 수 있으며, 여성에 대한 차별이 해결될 뿐만 아니라, 여성 교육시 영양
부족, 식량안보, 아동건강 및 사망률이 감소.
○ 또한, 모든 여성이 초등교육만 완료해도 임신사망률을 2/3까지 감소시킬 수
있음.
○ 목표달성을 위해서 범분야를 상호 연계하여 이행수단과 함께 정책을 수립하
는 것이 중요.
○ 교육목표를 이행하는데 여전히 국내교육예산과 ODA지원이 불충분. 국내에
서의 재원조달이 우선되어야 하며, 이를 위하여 국가차원의 조세정의 달성
및 국제개발협력의 증대를 제안.
○ 한편, 모든 수준에서의 책임있는 시민참여가 가능해야하며, 자발적국가보고
서에 대표성 있는 시민사회보고서를 포함할 것을 요쳥.

4. 한국 시민사회 보고서 주요 내용
1) 개관
○ 빈곤퇴치・성평등・산업혁신・해양생태계・파트너십 등 5개 SDGs에 대한 국내 현
황을 점검하고, 시민사회운동과 연계하여 우리나라의 지속가능한 발전을 위해 필요
한 구체적인 지속가능발전 목표와 정책을 제안하고 있다. 또한, 지속가능발전의 기
본원칙인 ‘포용성’과 ‘시민참여’를 담보하기 위한 국내 제도 현황을 분석하고, 그에
대한 정책들을 제시.
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○ 전반적으로, ① 유엔 SDGs가 국내 현실에 안 맞는 것이 많은데다, ② 단편적이고
계량적으로만 목표 달성 여부를 점검하도록 되어 있어, ③ 통합적이고 질적인 평가
에 따른 실질적인 정책 수립과 이행이 곤란.
○ 특히, 성별, 연령별, 장애인, 인구집단 등 구별통계가 부족해, 포용적인 정책 수립이
어렵다는 점을 지적하며, 국내 여건에 맞는 목표 수립과 이를 점검하기 위한 통합
적인 지표체계 수립을 요구.

2) 목표별 주요 내용
○ 각 목표별 주요 국내 이슈는 다음과 같다:
• 목표1 빈곤퇴치 : 기초생활보장제도의 복지 사각지대, 높은 주거비용에 따른 주
거안정문제
• 목표5 성평등 : 다양한 형태의 성폭력 인식 및 제도 개선, 가정 내 가사 및 육아
분담, 성인지 예산, 정부 및 민간조직 내 여성 대표성 증대
• 목표9 산업혁신 : 민간투자 중심의 사회기반시설 조성사업의 비효율성, R&D 세
제 혜택 등 대기업 중심 산업정책으로 인한 산업기반의 혁신성 및 유연성 저하
• 목표14 해양생태계 : 해양 오염정도 측정, 연근해 어족 자원량
• 목표17 글로벌 파트너십 : OECD 평균보다 상당히 낮은 ODA 규모와 시민사회
협력사업 규모 문제
• 포용성-장애인 : 각 목표별 장애인 관련 통계데이터 구체화 및 개선
• 참여-참여 거버넌스 : 지속가능발전법 개정, 시민사회 등 주요 이해관계자 참여
플랫폼 구축, 국가통계포털 개선 및 광역지자체별 온라인 통계포털 구축

3) 결론
○ 최근 촛불집회로 시민참여에 국민의 관심이 높아진 상황에서, SDGs시민넷은

참정권의 하나로 정부의 정책 의사결정과정에 참여하는 시민참여제도의 활
성화를 제시.
○ 지난 20년 동안 지방정부 차원에서 추진되어 온 ‘주민참여예산’, 지속가능발

전협의회 등 ‘민관 협치(協治)제도’가 대표적이며, ‘정부위원회’의 경우, 참여
하는 민간위원의 포용성과 대표성을 강화할 것을 주장.
○ 또한, SDGs의 대원칙인 ‘누구도 배제하지 않는’ 시민참여 공간으로써 유엔의

시민사회 참여체계를 예로 들며, 국가와 지방정부 차원의 시민참여 플랫폼인
‘국가/지방 지속가능발전포럼’ 설립을 강력히 요구.
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5. 시사점
○ 12개 주요그룹 및 이해관계자그룹의 입장문서 전반에 걸쳐, 지방~국가~지역~
글로벌 차원의 다양한 이해관계자의 규명 및 투명하고 책임있는 참여체계 구
축을 제안.
○ 이를 위하여 여성, 아동/청소년, 장애인, 노인 등 지방~국가단위 구별통계 구
축의 중요성이 강조.
○ 각 그룹별 입장문서의 전반적인 특징을 보면, NGOs와 지방정부의 경우 전 분
야 이슈를 다루기에 보편적인 문제인식 하에 이행 구조/체계에 대한 제안이
주를 이루는 한편, 여성, 노동, 기업, 원주민, 장애인, 노인 등 이해관계자그룹
의 경우, 그룹별 관점에 따른 문제인식과 데이터를 중심으로 보다 구체적인
정책제안들을 제시.
○ 여성그룹의 경우, 구조적 불평등의 요인으로 신자유주의적 자본주의, 근본주의,
인종주의, 가부장제, 군사주의, 높은 다국적 기업 영향력, 규모의 소비생산패
턴, 시민참여공간 축소
○ NGOs그룹과 기업/산업계는 일부 목표에서 상반된 입장을 나타냈는데, 목표 2
식량농업에 대하여, NGOs는 규모의 자원 착취적 농업 구조를 탈피할 것을 주
문한데 반해, 기업은 농업보조금 폐지 등 개발친화적인 무역개방시스템을 요
구. 또한, 목표 14 해양생태계에 대하여, NGOs는 공유재로써 해양의 보호, 이
용 및 관리를 주장한데 반해, 기업은 시장 기반 접근을 제안해 상반된 입장을
표시.
○ 한편, 기업/산업계는 빈곤퇴치 및 번영을 위해 가장 필요한 것으로, '정보'에
대한 접근과 활용에 대해 높은 관심을 보이는데, 정부 데이터에 대한 접근권
강화를 요구하는 반면, 기업정보는 보호할 것을 주장하고 있으며, 지적재산권
보호, 지역의 지식과 역량을 활용할 수 있는 시장 조성을 요구.
○ 노동자/노조그룹의 경우, 최저생활임금, 비공식경제의 공식경제화, 돌봄서비스
의 체계화 및 지원 등 사각지대에 놓여 있는 노동에 대한 규명과 노동권 보
장이 핵심 주장.
○ 원주민그룹의 경우, 역사적 삶의 터전에 대한 집단 점유권 법적 보호와

개발

사업으로 인한 이익의 공정분배 등 기본 주거권 및 생계권 보장에 초점.
○ 장애인그룹의 경우, 실질적 참여의 조건으로 수화통역 등 소통시스템과
영역에서 참여와 의견을 존중받을 수 있는 물리적 환경과 사회적

모든

분위기 조

성을 중요하게 언급한 것이 특징.
○ 기업/산업계를 제외하고, 국제 이해관계자 그룹들과 한국 시민사회의 문제인식
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은 대동소이.
○ 다만, ① 의약품, 바이오엔지니어링 등 보건의료산업의 생산-유통-소비 등 구
조적 문제, ② 원전, 화석연료에 기반한 20세기 산업 인프라의 전환을 위한
과제와 4차 산업혁명의 하나로써 사회적 경제/공유경제/순환경제에 대한 제안
③ 해양산업 및 어업관련 산업 구조적 문제와 제안이 부재한 점은 아쉬움.
○ 관련 이해관계자의 참여의 부재가 의심되며, 이는 한국 시민사회 보고서의 한
계와 유사.
○ 관련 이해관계자들에 대한 적극적인 홍보 및 조직화 지원과 연대・협력을 추
진할 필요.
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Business & Industry Major Group Position Paper
for HLPF 2017
Summary:
The Business and Industry Major Group (BIMG) is fully committed to the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and acknowledges the critical role it must play in accelerating
progress towards sustainable development as an engine of growth and employment, as a key contributor to
government revenues, and as a driver of innovation, capacity building and technological development.
Addressing the challenges in eradicating poverty and creating decent and productive work for those at-risk
of being left behind will require the private sector to be meaningfully engaged at all levels of the
implementation, follow-up, and review of the 2030 Agenda. Frontline involvement already by so many
companies and business associations in the shaping of the 2030 Development Agenda shows thatt the private
sector is stepping up to participate in the transformations that are required for these challenges to be tackled;
to eradicate poverty, to advance sustainability and for prosperity to thrive and be widely shared.
The private sector in all its forms – farms, small and medium enterprises, family owned companies, national
firms, and multinationals – is making a major contribution to achieving the SDGs. The business sector
looks forward to engaging in the HLPF 2017 as an actively engaged partner in sustainability through
knowledge sharing, providing expertise in policy formation and implementation, as well as in partnerships.

1
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BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY MAJOR GROUP POSITION PAPER
FOR THE HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM 2017
“REALIZING THE POTENTIAL OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO ERADICATE POVERTY
AND PROMOTE PROSPERITY IN A CHANGING WORLD”
1. Introduction
Business is highly diverse in terms of sectors, size and geography. Given the array of issues that will come
before the High-level Political Forum, it is essential to provide business and industry adequate
representation to enable broad and deep engagement across the business community. In turn, because of
the diversity of the private sector, our collective experience represents a vast pool of knowledge and
working examples from which the HLPF could draw working solutions for the challenges they will face.
Wherever we live, businesses provide many of our necessities and essential services. Given the important
role of business, we are confident that Member States will be prepared to work with business in its policy
deliberations, implementation schemes and follow up and review mechanisms. Business takes an inclusive
approach, and has an ongoing commitment to working with local communities, international agencies,
governments, civil society and the scientific community to help deliver sustainability.
Businesses have already taken the SDGs on board and begun to integrate them into their sustainability
efforts. Many companies and associations already gather and report environmental and sustainability
information. We encourage a transparency and accountability framework to recognize and work in synergy
with established initiatives; whether at the individual company level, through national business associations
and sectoral efforts, according to international standards, as part of environmental or sustainability indices,
global business reporting structures such as those being developed by WBCSD, or via multi-stakeholder
partnerships like the GRI and UN initiatives such as the Global Compact. It must effectively work the rich
diversity of existing reporting frameworks in a way that is efficient and non-duplicative.
The Business and Industry Major Group (BIMG) is fully committed to the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and acknowledges the critical role it must play in accelerating
progress towards sustainable development as an engine of growth and employment, as a key contributor of
government revenues, and as a driver of innovation, capacity building and technological development.
Addressing the challenges in eradicating poverty and creating decent and productive work for those at-risk
of being left behind will require the private sector be meaningfully engaged at all levels of the
implementation, follow-up, and review of the 2030 Agenda. In the following position paper, BIMG
identifies what it is doing to support implementation, follow-up and review; and how it is contributing to
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, with regard to those Global Goals under review by the HLPF in
2017.
2. Goal 1: Eradicate Poverty and Promote Prosperity in a Changing World
The private sector has an extraordinary potential to enable and contribute to social development, poverty
alleviation and the realization of human rights. Where governments embrace a market-economy and
create the enabling environment for business to flourish, progress on the goals will be accelerated. In
parallel, opportunities for the realization of many human rights are enhanced. If those living in poverty
are to enjoy the benefits of an improved business environment, they must be able to actively participate
in the potential opportunities that this brings. To do so, requires investments in social and economic
infrastructure – notably health, water and sanitation, and education – but also access to training, energy

2
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and credit without discrimination. It involves a sustained focus on governance reforms, including those
that focus on promoting transparency and eliminating corruption.
To foster enabling economic environments for alleviating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing
world, Member States should seek to implement the following policy objectives:


Providing sound, open and transparent government, free from corruption and inefficiency, while
striving to make investment and partnership opportunities accessible to all. The need for transparency
extends to all institutions, government entities as well as businesses and civil-society organizations.



Establishing a stable macroeconomic and regulatory environment, supported by sound fiscal and
economic policies and enacting clear and stable rules, such as uncomplicated ways of starting and
running a business, and fair and stable rules on taxes and regulations, encouraging businesses to hire
and keep workers.



Ensuring a proper implementation of regulatory reforms particularly focusing on
n removing overlapping
and unnecessary regulations by different levels of government at the national level.



Guaranteeing the public’s right to information and access to government data, while protecting
confidential business information.



Facilitating local businesses’ own learning curve and innovation so that technology development can
become localized and appropriate to the needs of local actors.

Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture
Progress on SDGs will be furthered by investing in initiatives that create jobs, stimulate trade and
minimize barriers to markets, and generate increased income by enhancing food value chains, including
through the development of local and sustainable supply chains and services. Agriculture is the primary
driver to abate hunger and reduce poverty, which is felt acutely in rural areas. Throughout history,
agricultural prosperity has gone hand in hand with successful economies. And food security has a direct
impact on national security – politically, socially and economically. Food security and nutrition also
underpin achievement of health goals. Goal 2 inextricably links nutrition to agriculture, as well as to
many other Goals related to health, land use, climate change, water, sanitation, education, employment,
social protection, infrastructure, gender equality and resilience.
To subside hunger, achieve food security and improve nutrition as well as promote sustainable agriculture,
Member States should seek to implement the following policy objectives:


Supporting an open, fair and development-friendly trading system, substantially reducing tradedistorting measures including agricultural subsidies, while improving market access for developing
country products.



Maintaining a balance between the need for the financial system to support recovery in the short term
and the need to strengthen the health of the financial sector in the long term in the implementation of
new financial regulatory measures.

Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Healthier societies help increase productivity, socio-economic stability, and strengthen economics overall
and, therefore health expenditure should be seen as an investment rather than as a cost to the public sector.
Sustainability of health targets will require long-term investments by government and other stakeholders,
including the private sector. Sustainability of healthcare would mean that the system is able to meet the
health needs at all stages of a person’s life, through prevention, screening, diagnosis, treatment, and care.
To achieve healthy lives at all ages, Member States should focus on long-term sustainable frameworks to
3
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prevent and manage infectious, chronic, and injury-related conditions, as well as commit to prioritizing
health in all policies and involve all relevant stakeholders. It also requires parallel commitment to foster
an innovative eco-system in life sciences that will continue to enable the research, development and
scientific partnerships that lead to new, patient-centered, medical interventions and health services.
To encourage healthy life-styles and promote well-being for all at all ages, Member States should seek to
implement the following policy objectives:


Maintaining a balance between the need for the financial system to support recovery in the short term
and the need to strengthen the health of the financial sector in the long term in the implementation of
new financial regulatory measures.



Engaging in open dialogue with business to find solutions tthat are appropriate for local circumstances.



Providing, sustainable social protection systems including access to universal primary education, and
basic healthcare among others.

Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Gender equality is not only a human right, or a legal and social issue, it is also an economic issue.
Women’s entrepreneurship constitutes an important and often untapped source of economic growth for
eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world. While there is considerable evidence
of success in the integration of women in society, the issue of the empowerment of women remains critical
and much more needs to be done. Countries that do not capitalize on the full potential of one-half of their
society are grossly misallocating their human resources and compromising their ability to compete in the
global economy. Enabling women to develop their skills and qualifications and to join the labor market
boosts incomes and wellbeing throughout the society. At the national level, governments in countries at
all stages of development should enable women to develop their skills and qualifications to join the labor
market and boost wellbeing throughout the society as well as listen to the voices of women entrepreneurs,
and incorporate a women’s entrepreneurial dimension in the formation of all SME-related policies.
To promote gender equality and empower all women and girls, Member States should seek to implement
the following policy objectives:


Promoting equal legal rights and non-discrimination for men and women of all ages.



Enabling women to develop their skills and qualifications to join the labor market and boost wellbeing
throughout the society.



Encouraging governments to listen to the voices of women entrepreneurs, and incorporate a women’s
entrepreneurial dimension in the formation of all SME-related policies.



Embracing an inclusive and open society, with equal opportunities for all.

Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
foster innovation
Investment in infrastructure of all kinds – physical assets (e.g., roads and bridges) as well as sustainable
solutions for the delivery of reliable energy, clean water, communications, logistics and mobility – will be
key to achieving the SDGs and their core mission of poverty reduction. Business has a stake in and role to
provide quality infrastructure, whether built or “human”, and ensuring that it is responsive to societal
needs and economic growth imperatives. Further developments should reflect an integrated interpretation
of what infrastructure consists of, how it is best planned and managed at local, national and regional
levels, and the importance of improved collaboration among private and public sector actors.

4
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Business plays a leading role in harnessing the enabling potential of infrastructure, innovation, and
scientific as well as technological advancement. However, business will only be able to do so in
partnership with governments and other stakeholders, and in a policy environment that encourages
innovation as well as scientific and technological advance, and that strengthens the capacity of developing
countries to absorb, adapt, and apply these advances to their local settings. Business contributes to
encouraging access through capacity building and education initiatives, promoting innovation, publicprivate research and development partnerships, where businesses work with other stakeholders
Improving connectivity through regional infrastructure is essential for prosperity and sustainable growth.
It is one of the most effective ways to contribute to poverty reduction in many countries around the world.
Cross–border infrastructure projects have helped raise household incomes through improved access to
markets and enhanced trade and investment by reducing the cost of doing business. Member States are
encouraged to recognize that enhanced connectivity catalyzes trade in all economies and industries, which
in turn contributes to creating prosperity globally.
Going forward private sector investment in infrastructure deployment in access, connectivity and
innovation will need to increase rapidly and further still. Ensuring public policies promote, not deter,
investment in next generation broadband technologies that enable new bandwidth intensive and quality
sensitive applications and services is important. Similarly, investment in high speed networks and ICT
services can
c create a platform for economic growth, job creation, and greater competitiveness among
business.
BIMG encourages governments and the international community to engage with business on the
opportunities and enabling frameworks to strengthen access and inclusiveness, resilience, and “smart”
and other innovation-related aspects of infrastructure investment and delivery as part of the 2030 Agenda.
To foster resilient infrastructure as well as promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
innovation, Member States should seek to implement the following policy objectives:


Enhancing the participation of the private sector in infrastructure development and maintenance that
ensures efficient infrastructure management and a decent return on investments undertaken by the
private sector.



Improving project preparation and development of policies and mechanisms that would attract longterm and institutional investment.



Adopting policies that foster transformational innovation and scientific and technological advance, with
special attention to policy frameworks that provide adequate and enforceable protection for intellectual
property rights and increased public support for sustainability-enhancing research and development.



Establishing adequate market and regulatory conditions combined with available local knowledge and
capacity to achieve success of technology diffusion and adoption.



Improving access to information and communications technology that spur growth towards healthy
communities in every sense – civic engagement, health, education, food security, clean and efficient
energy, and stability.



Developing reliable and predictable transit infrastructure and services that would facilitate trade.



Ensuring a steady and sustainable supply of bankable infrastructure projects.



Strengthening productive capacity by providing universal access to financial services and
infrastructure, such as transportation and Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs).

5
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Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development
Business is committed to the blue economy and advancing the development and implementation of
industry-driven solutions to ocean related sustainable development challenges. Leaders from various
ocean industries, including shipping, oil and gas, fisheries, aquaculture, tourism, renewable energy, ports,
dredging, cables, as well as the maritime communities, are already collaborating on responsible use of the
seas and ensuring that the ocean business community’s role in ocean sustainable development is
understood by all relevant stakeholders. Many companies are working hard to reduce their marine
ecosystem footprint. However, the best efforts by a single company, or even an entire sector, will not be
enough to address the cumulative impact on our inter-connected marine ecosystem.
Companies dependent on the ocean are achieving business value from working with others in the ocean
business community to address shared challenges regarding sustainable development, science, and ocean
stewardship. To conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development, Member States should seek to implement the following policy objectives:


Promoting congress of and partnerships between industry leaders in ocean sustainability, stewardship,
and science to create collaboration to address marine environmental challenges and sustainable ocean
development



Adopting policies and frameworks that support pre-competitive research, innovation, and marketbased deployment of cleaner technologies and know-how.

3. Conclusion
A ‘new way’ of working with business is already apparent in the 2030 agenda and the work of the HLPF
review process. In 2016, the SDG Business Forum was held as a Special Event of the HLPF. It was hosted
by the International Chamber of Commerce, the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the
UN Global Compact and organized with the support of members of the Global Business Alliance for 2030.
It included a review of business engagement on all 17 SDGs, as well as four separate sessions examining
private investment, partnerships and monitoring progress. The Forum stressed, among other things, the need
to enhance UN engagement with business around the SDGs and the potential for further increasing the
participation of business and industry in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.
Frontline involvement already by so many companies and business associations in the shaping of the Post2015 Development Agenda shows that the private sector is stepping up to participate in the transformations
that are required for these challenges to be tackled; to eradicate poverty, to advance sustainability and for
prosperity to thrive and be widely shared. The business sector looks forward to engaging in the HLPF 2017
as an actively engaged partner in sustainability through knowledge sharing, providing expertise in policy
formation and implementation, as well as in partnerships. The case for sustainable development is
increasingly recognized as a core feature for long term success in the private sector. Working together with
governments, multilateral institutions and civil society towards the successful monitoring and
implementation of the SDGs is the only way forward to ensure a long lasting prosperous future for all.

6
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High-level Political Forum 2017
Submission Paper by the Stakeholder Group of Persons with Disabilities
Eradicating Poverty and Promoting Prosperity for Persons with Disabilities
Executive Summary
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) highlights the fact that the majority
of persons with disabilities lives in conditions of poverty, and recognizes the critical need to address the
negative impact of poverty on persons with disabilities.1 A response to this global challenge is outlined in
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which puts at its core a commitment to end poverty
everywhere and to leave no one behind. It forsees a better future for all people, which will ensure that every
person has a decent, dignified and rewarding life, and achieves their full human potential by eradicating
poverty in all its dimensions. The implemetation of the 2030 Agenda must be guided by the CRPD in order
to transform the lives of persons with disabilities worldwide.
Persons with disabilities comprise an estimated 15 per cent of the world’s population or one billion people.
Persons with disabilities are overrepresented among the poorest in the world: the 2030 Agenda states that
more than 80 per cent of persons with disabilities lives in poverty.2 Persons with disabilities face widespread
exclusion from all areas of economic, political, social, civil and cultural life, including employment,
education and health care. Persons with disabilities experience higher rates of poverty and deprivation and
lower levels of income than the general population.3 This stems from pervasive discrimination and stigma,
unequal opportunities, and physical and attitudinal barriers. And these same factors also mean that the rights
of persons with disabilities are not adequately addressed in poverty-reduction programmes, social
protection floors or development programmes and funds.
Full implementation of the commitments made by world leaders at the adoption off the 2030 Agenda requires
a progressive increase in dedicated domestic resource allocation and international development cooperation
to support the full inclusion of persons with disabilities. Yet in many countries austerity measures have
been imposed, which reduce government expenditures on human rights, development and social welfare
when and where they are most needed,4 and persons with disabilities are often among the very hardest hit.5
A rights-based response to economic crises could be lifting persons with disabilities and their families out
of poverty, and would contribute to the achievement of inclusive growth and sustainable development.6
“Recognizing the valued existing and potential contributions made by persons with disabilities to
t the overall
well-being and diversity of their communities, and that the promotion of the full enjoyment by persons with
disabilities of their human rights and fundamental freedoms and of full participation by persons with
disabilities will result in their enhanced sense of belonging and in significant advances in the human, social
and economic development of society and the eradication of poverty.”
 
1

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Preamble.
Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, paragraph 23.
3
S. Mitra, A. Posarac and B. Vick. (2011). Disability and Poverty in Developing Countries: a Snapshot from the World Health Survey:
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/SP-Discussion-papers/Disability-DP/1109.pdf
4
OHCHR (2013). Human rights and the financial crisis:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Development/Pages/PromotingHRbasedfinancialregulationmacroeconomicpolicies.aspx
5
Kaye, A., Jordan, H., & Baker, M. (2012). The Tipping Point: The human and economic costs of cutting disabled people’s support:
https://thehardesthit.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/the_tipping_point_oct_2012.pdf
6
Hauben, H., Coucheir, M., Spooren, J., McAnaney, D., & Delfosse, C. (2012). Assessing the impact of European governments’ austerity plans
on the rights of people with disabilities: http://www.enil.eu/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Austerity-European-Report_FINAL.pdf
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CRPD (Preamble, para m.)

Chapter I
Goals 1 and 2: Addressing Challenges
Globally, persons with disabilities have poorer health outcomes, lower education achievements, less
economic participation and higher rates of poverty than persons without disabilities. Disability may increase
the risk of poverty, and poverty may increase the risk of disability. Lack of support to persons with
disabilities may increase the risk of poverty, seeing that efforts to promote development and poverty
reduction have not always been adequately inclusive of persons with disabilities.7 Discrimination against
persons with disabilities is above all a human rights violation, and, indeed, it also holds back economic
development. When persons with disabilities and their families cannot access essential public services and
support mechanisms that open up economic opportunities; when they cannot take part in income-generating
activities or when they are prevented from making wider contributions to the lives of their families and
communities, there are far-reaching economic, as well as, social consequences. 8
Households with a person with a disability experience material hardship, including lack of access to safe
water and sanitation and food insecurity9 and are faced with extra costs due to disability-related expenses.
Affordable services, such as personal assistants, peer-counseling services, assistive devices and technology
and accessible transport are a prerequisite to enable persons with disabilities to live independently in the
community and to participate in economic activities.
The 2030 Agenda, if implemented in line with the provisions of the CRPD, provides the opportunity to
achieve eradication of poverty for persons with disabilities through some recommendations:
• Introduce measures and policies to ensure that persons with disabilities, including women, children,
youth, older persons and indigenous persons with disabilities, are protected from poverty and
benefit equally from mainstream poverty alleviation, development and wealth-creation
programmes, which should contribute to the implementation of disability-inclusive social
protection systems and measures in line with the CRPD.
• Introduce measures to ensure that persons with disabilities have equal access to economic
resources, basic services, new technology, including accessible ICT, financial services and
ownership (land, property, inheritance and natural resources).
• Ensure access to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round and access to safe and affordable
drinking water and sanitation for persons with disabilities.
• Ensure that facilities and resources (such as sign language interpreters, alternative and
augmentative communication systems, availability of Braille and large-print formats) are in place
so that persons with disabilities have representation and can participate independently. This is
particularly important for people from non-dominant language backgrounds, including sign
language users (CRPD Article 9) who may need assistance communicating.
• Provide reasonable accommodation to enhance the participation of persons with disabilities in all
stages of decision-making, planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the 2030
Agenda, in particular the realization of Goals 1 and 2.
 
7

WHO & World Bank (2011). World Report on Disability: http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/en/
Banks and Polack (2015). The Economic Costs of Exclusion and Gains of Inclusion of People with Disabilities. CBM/London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine: http://disabilitycentre.lshtm.ac.uk/files/2014/07/Costs-of-Exclusion-and-Gains-of-Inclusion-Report.pdf
9
WHO & World Bank (2011). World Report on Disability: http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/en/
8
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• Collect and disaggregate data bby disability to understand barriers faced by persons with disabilities,
and as a basis for formulating laws and policies that address poverty situations of persons with
disabilities. These data must be disaggregated in various ways to be used to assess the effectiveness
of implementation efforts in line with CRPD Article 31, as well as para. 74 (g) of the 2030 Agenda.
Data also must be collected to assess the financial resources allocated to the inclusion of persons
with disabilities, and it is vital that persons with disabilities participate fully at all stages of the
budgeting process to address shortcomings.

Chapter II
Goal 3: The right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health for Persons with
Disabilities
The right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health is a fundamental human right,
indispensable for the exercise of other human rights.10 Persons with disabilities have the right to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health, without any discrimination, and it is essential to
sustainable development. Health systems must be strengthened so that quality essential healthcare services
are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities.
Persons with disabilities encounter communication, informational, attitudinal and physical barriers to
achieving the highest attainable standard of health, and face additional barriers in accessing healthcare
services compared to persons without disabilities.11 Article 25 of the CRPD and The World Report on
Disability recognizes the discriminatory nature of the health sector, including the cost of services and
insurance, experienced by persons with disabilities.12 Moreover, persons with disabilities around the world
regularly experience violations on the rights to sexual and reproductive health.13 Other barriers include lack
of disability awareness among health workers, which can lead to persons with disabilities being denied
health care and other health services.
Mental health and well-being are essential to society as a whole in which all people are able to realize their
own abilities, enjoy personal freedoms and have the ability to shape and lead, on one’s own terms, a
fulfilling life. Achieving mental health and well-being for all does not concern only, nor particularly,
persons with disabilities. Furthermore, as a goal, it does not imply a current poor level of health of the
global population. Policies for achieving mental health and well-being for all must not lead to
discrimination, stigmatization and exclusion against persons with disabilities.
The implementation of Goal 3 for persons with disabilities can be achieved through CRPD Articles 25 and
26 and the following recommendations:
• To achieve universal health coverage for all, including financial-risk protection and health costs
related to disability.
• To make all levels of existing healthcare systems fully inclusive and accessible for persons with
disabilities.
• To provide well designed, easily usable and affordable assistive devices in a timely manner and
ensure continuous access to rehabilitation support so that assistive devices are maintained and
adapted to individuals’ needs, including as their environments or needs change.
 


Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 14 (2000). The Right to the Highest Attainable Standard of Health
(Art. 12), para. 1.
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CBM (2015). Dialogues on Sustainable Development: A Disability-inclusive Perspective.
12
WHO & World Bank (2011). World Report on Disability: http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/en/
13
Women Enabled International. (2016). Women Enabled International Submission to OHCHR: Protection of the Rights of the Child and 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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• To introduce measures to improve the quality of mental health service delivery, to put an end to
involuntary treatment and forced institutionalization aand to create a legal and policy environment
that is conducive to the realization of the human rights of persons with disabilities, including those
with mental health conditions, psychosocial disabilities and intellectual disabilities.
• To ensure that health facilities are gender sensitive, scientifically and medically appropriate, of
good quality and respectful of medical ethics, including autonomy and agency without
discrimination.
• To build capacity of health personal, awareness raising, including programmes led by persons with
disabilities in line with a human-rights based approach.
• To prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability by private health insurance companies and to
ensure that persons with disabilities are covered by health insurance schemes.
Chapter III
Goal 5: Empowerment of Women and Girls with Disabilities
The SDGs and particularly Goal 5 have a key role in creating opportunities for women and girls with
disabilities to fulfill their full potential. Moreover, both Article 6 of the CRPD and General Comment No.
3 recognize that women and girls with disabilities are subjected to multiple discrimination. Women and
girls with disabilities are at least two to three times more likely than women and girls without disabilities
to experience violence and abuse,14 and they are likely to experience abuse over a longer period of time,
resulting in more severe injuries.15 Women and girls with disabilities worldwide face a wide range of unique
human rights abuses in sexual and reproductive healthcare settings due to both their gender and disability.16
Women and girls with disabilities encounter many barriers to participate in society, including widespread
inaccessible information concerning sexual and reproductive health, general health care, and related
services. Additionally, there are barriers to accessing justice, including with regard to exploitation, violence
and abuse, due to harmful stereotypes, discrimination and lack of procedural and reasonable
accommodations, which can lead to their credibility being doubted and their accusations being dismissed.17
Women and girls with disabilities are largely invisible in society, including in mainstream gender-equality
programmes and girls with disabilities in particular are left out of schooling, starting at the primary level.
The implementation of Goal 5 for women and girls with disabilities can be achieved through the application
of a number of CRPD Articles summarized in the following recommendations:
• Mainstream the concerns of women and girls with disabilities throughout plans to implement the
SDGs at the national, regional and global levels, and actively involve them in the planning,
monitoring and evaluation of development programmes.18
• Introduce measures and policies to ensure that all forms of discrimination against all women and
girls with disabilities are eliminated.
• Develop national targets and indicators for tackling the particular barriers faced by women and
girls with disabilities to accessing human rights-based sexual and reproductive health information
and services and in exercising their sexual and reproductive autonomy.
 
14

United States Agency for International Development (USAID). (2016). United States Strategy to Prevent and Respond to Gender-Based Violence
Globally, 2016 Update: https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/258703.pdf. It is worth noting that no global data exists on the incidence of
such violence, and studies draw on different sources of data.
15
SRVAW, Report on women with disabilities, supra note 26, ¶ 31.
16
Women Enabled International Submission to OHCHR: Protection of the Rights of the Child and 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
October 17, 2016.
17
CRPD Committee, Gen. Comment No. 3, supra note 2, ¶ 52.
18
CRPD Committee, Gen. Comment No. 3, supra note 2, ¶ 27.
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• Include women and girls with disabilities in plans for addressing gender-based violence and
eliminating harmful traditional practices and involve them in planning, monitoring and evaluation
of programmes designed to eliminate these practices.19
• Take measures to address the barriers faced by women and girls with disabilities in accessing
justice, including by abolishing laws that limit their capacity to bring cases to court or testify in
court, providing training to justice system actors, including those in the court system and in police
forces, about the rights of women and girls with disabilities, and requiring that justice systems
ensure reasonable accommodation.20
• Ensure that children with disabilities are registered at birth, are measured and counted in
government statistics and as part of development programmes.21
• Specifically include women and girls with disabilities and adopt state-level targets and indicators
for tackling the particular barriers they face to accessing education.222
• Ensure that women with disabilities participate and have leaderships roles in decision-making in
the government and public sector, the private sector and disability and gender movements.
Chapter IV
Goals 9 and 14: Disability-inclusive resilience, climate change and disaster risk reduction
The effects of climate change, including natural disasters, food insecurity and conflict disproportionately
affect persons with disabilities whom are most at risk to suffer and die in situations of disaster.23 For
instance, global warming and ozone depletion are of particular concern for persons with albinism. Disasters
and consequent effects are an increasing issue since disasters have increased by approximately 400 per cent
since the 1980s24 and the world’s five costliest disasters have struck in the last twenty years.25
Emergency situations increase the number of barriers faced by persons with disabilities on a larger scale.
In crisis situations, persons with disabilities require the same assistance common to all affected, as well as
specific requirements related to a disability. However, very often in emergency situations, the official
planning processes widely ignore and neglect persons with disabilities.26 Furthermore, existing policies,
procedures and practices on inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian programmes need to be
strengthened and systematized.27
Natural disasters heighten the risks faced by persons with disabilities as they seek out assistance, support
and protection and impact access to and the collapse of essential services. Where services exist, inaccessible
communication strategies often exclude persons with disabilities from identifying and utilizing them.28
During such emergency situations, persons with disabilities experience increased challenges with
separation or loss of support networks, loss of assistive and mobility devices, loss of necessary routine
drugs, leaving behind guide dogs during evacuation and barriers to accessing information. Additionally,
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See Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health, ¶ 56, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/32/32 (2016); CRPD Committee, General Comment No. 3, supra note 2, ¶¶ 23 & 62.
20
OHCHR. (2013). Access to justice for children: Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, ¶ 60, U.N. Doc.
A/HRC/25/35.
21
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), adopted Dec. 13, 2006, art. 31, G.A. Res. A/RES/61/106, UN GAOR, 61st Sess.,
U.N. Doc. A/61/611, (entered into force May, 3 2008); CRPD Committee, Gen. Comment No. 3, supra note 2, ¶ 27.
22
See CRPD Committee, Gen, Comment No. 4, supra note 10, ¶¶ 44 & 49; Gen. Comment No. 3, supra note 2, ¶¶ 23 & 62.
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UNISDR. (2013). Press release of the UN global survey of persons with disabilities: www.unisdr.org/files/35032_2013no29.pdf
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Handicap International. (2015). Disability in humanitarian contexts: Views from affected people and field organisations:
http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/WHS/Disability-in-humanitarian-contexts-HI.pdf.
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direct trauma, illness from poor living conditions, lack of trained and skilled staff, the breakdown of health
services, an increase in psychological stress and lack of rehabilitation services have a significant impact on
persons with disabilities.
Persons with disabilities are seldom considered as important actors in climate change discussions or actions,
even though they are more often at risk during disasters, as well as conflicts and displacement.29 For
example, UNISDR found that 70% of persons with disabilities participating in a worldwide survey
expressed that they had no personal preparedness plan and only 17% were aware of any disastermanagement plan in their community.30
Recommendations:
• Include persons with disabilities in the implementation and review processes of the 2030 Agenda
and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 in line with CRPD Articles 8,
9, 11, 21 and 32.
• Make disability a core, crosscutting theme in climate programmes and disaster risk reduction
strategies and policies, and systematically include persons with disabilities in all aspects of the
disaster/humanitarian-management cycle.
• Apply universal design concepts and relevant technical standards while planning and developing
accessible and inclusive infrastructures, particularly in the recovery and rebuilding phase.
• Ensure that humanitarian response services are accessible to persons with disabilities including
relief distribution, temporary shelter and settlements, sanitation, health and psychosocial support
service and counseling.
• Keep updated registries of persons with disabilities when permitted by law in order to locate
persons with disabilities in disasters. In situations that directories are unavailable or not permitted,
engage local communities, particularly local organizations of persons with disabilities, to
intentionally and specifically locate persons with disabilities in disasters and to assist them.
• Take appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities have access, on an equal basis
with others, to the physical environment, to transport, to information and communications,
including information and communication technologies and systems,
systems and to other facilities and
services open, or provided to, the public, both in urban and in rural areas.

 
29

Women’s Commission for Refugee Women and Children. (2008). “Disabilities among refugees and conflict affected populations,” Women’s
Commission for Refugee Women and Children, New York.
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Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world:
Contribution to the HLPF July 2017 session
Education and Academia Stakeholder Group
Summary
Education is the most sustainable, long-term driver to increase prosperity, and to end poverty for good. Most of the goals
reviewed this year by the High-level Political Forum rely on education for their realisation; similarly, poverty, hunger,
poor health, gender discrimination and climate-related disasters are detrimental to the realisation of SDG4.
Free, quality education breaks cycles of poverty and exclusion, making SDG4’s commitment to universal, free, primary
and secondary education vital. A 12% cut in global poverty could be achieved if all students in low-income countries have
basic reading skills. Education addresses discrimination against women and girls, and when women are educated,
nutrition, food security, child health and mortality are improved. If all women complete primary school, maternal deaths
would decrease by two thirds.
To implement the agenda, cross-sectoral relationships and interrelated policy-making are necessary – in line with Goal
17. Education civil society has recognised this; networks have broadened, and cross-sectoral dialogues are achieving
positive change.
Progress has been witnessed on the establishment of focal points for SDG implementation in some countries, along with
efforts to align SDG targets with national policies. It is clear that the global infrastructure developed to support the 20002015 Education For All goals and the subsequent Education 2030 Framework for Action have facilitated ongoing
monitoring of SDG4 through the Global Education Monitoring Report and the swift establishment of accountability
mechanisms, including the Education 2030 Steering Committee.
Yet obstacles exist – particularly in a context of protracted and deepening crises, and increasingly insular government
policy. SDG financing has proven challenging. To deliver SDG4, domestic budgets remain insufficient and reductions in
ODA have not helped. Domestic resource mobilisation should be a priority, yet there is reluctance from the international
community to create mechanisms to support increases to domestic resource bases – for example by establishing a global
tax platform. A combination of increased domestic resources, tax justice at national and international levels and increased
international cooperation are necessary to make the implementation of the agenda viable.
Despite the participatory climate in which the SDGs were developed, doors have since closed to civil society; activists
report aggressive action to limit civil society activity, including restrictions on funding and protest, even direct
criminalisation. Citizens must have a voice in the decision-making process – as embedded in the SDGs themselves. A
further challenge lies in the measurement and accountability processes. The global indicators framework is not yet
finalised, delaying the collection of stronger, disaggregated data which is critical to ensuring that the SDGs deliver for the
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most marginalised. Civil society can contribute here, with citizen-collected data. However, several proposed education
indicators are reducing the agenda to measures of testing, which fails the ambition of SDG4 to deliver quality education,
and of all the SDGs to ensure that everyone enjoys fulfilling lives.
These obstacles impede delivery of the goals, and in education this has given rise to increasing privatisation in some
countries with reports of for-profit actors taking advantage of gaps in public provision, undermining the responsibility
of the state as the duty bearer for the 2030 agenda.
While some progress has been witnessed, there is a sense that it is ‘business as usual’. This agenda is too important to fail;
two years in, it is time to deliver.
Recommendations include:





Credible roadmaps must be developed for each SDG; for SDG4 these must explicitly provide for education which
is of quality, equitable, inclusive and free.
States must deliver their responsibility to finance the SDGs; for SDG4 this should be as detailed within the Education
2030 Framework for Action.
Citizen participation in accountability at all levels must be enabled.
VNRs should include formal space for representative national civil society reporting.

--------------Full contribution
Education is the most sustainable and long-term solution to poverty, and offers the greatest chance to realise prosperity.
It is critical to the fulfilment of all other rights and underpins the sustainable development agenda; specifically, most of
the targets reviewed this year by the High-level Political Forum rely on education for their realisation. At the same time,
poverty, hunger, poor health, gender discrimination and natural disasters resulting from climate change are detrimental
to the realisation of SDG4 – such is the interrelated, indivisible nature of the agenda.
Education is the main driver to increase prosperity, and to end poverty for good. The Global Education Monitoring
Report has found that 171 million people could be lifted out of poverty if all students in low-income countries left school
with basic reading skills. This is the equivalent of a 12% cut in global poverty. Further, individual and national prosperity
can be boosted by just one extra year of schooling: an individual’s earnings can increase by up to 10% and annual GDP
by 0.37%.
Free, quality education breaks cycles of poverty and exclusion. A major lesson from the Millennium Development Goals
was that the abolition of tuition fees is an extremely effective policy for making education more accessible and equitable.
It directly facilitates access and completion for girls and children in poverty, who risk losing out on education when
families struggling to cover the costs are forced to choose which child to educate. Implementing Target 4.1. on free,
quality, primary and secondary education must be a priority for governments. Free education means free of tuition fees
as well as indirect costs (uniforms, school meals, materials).
Education improves nutrition and food security – when women are educated. This in turn increases child mortality rates
and income. Children of educated mothers are also more likely to be vaccinated, and less likely to be stunted because of
malnourishment, and if all women complete primary school this would reduce maternal deaths by two thirds. This again
demonstrates the deep interrelatedness of the agenda.
Indeed, gender is a cross-cutting concern. Education is key to addressing discrimination against all women and girls,
ensuring empowerment, addressing patriarchy and overcoming structural barriers that prevent the full participation of
women. Similarly, education for both men and women is vital to reverse violent practices explicitly referenced in Goal
5’s targets, including trafficking, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation. Sound policies and enforceable
legislation for the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls are vital to supporting
education.
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Quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient infrastructure, which promotes human well-being as demanded by Goal 9, is
reliant on an educated workforce. At the same time, a major barrier to realising quality education is a lack of infrastructure
for its delivery.
Knowledge of global issues, education for sustainable development and for global citizenship, and making citizens more
environment-conscious contribute to Goal 14, to support the sustainable management and protection of marine and
coastal ecosystems.
Aspects of importance to education within Goal 17 include strengthening domestic resource mobilisation, development
cooperation and multi-stakeholder partnerships, increasing access to science and technology, enhancing capacity-building
to support national SDG implementation plans and developing measures of progress beyond GDP. To fully implement
the agenda, cross-sectoral relationships and interrelated policy-making are necessary – in line with the overall intention
of Goal 17.
Education civil society working in partnership
The education civil society movement has recognised the criticality of joint working; at national, regional and global levels,
networks have developed and broadened. Education networks are increasingly seeking out opportunities to participate
in multi-sectoral platforms, while also inviting organisations from different sectors to participate in dialogue and joint
action, which is yielding results. Cross-sectoral dialogues have been initiated which are already achieving positive change.
In Bangladesh, civil society campaigned for and supported the delivery of strengthened school feeding programmes to
end classroom hunger, and health education programmes in schools – including sexual and reproductive health. In
climate-vulnerable countries including Papua New Guinea and Sri Lanka, education campaigners work closely with
environmental NGOs to ensure children and adults have access to education for sustainable development, and to raise
awareness of climate change, environmental preservation and food security. Gender equality has long been integrated
with education campaigning, particularly on issues such as child marriage and school-related gender-based violence – with
much work being done on the latter by actors in the Latin America region this year. Similarly, civil society networks and
organisations representing persons with disabilities are deeply embedded within the education community and have been
instrumental in pushing for inclusive education systems.
Observations on progress of the SDGs
Progress has been witnessed on fundamental aspects of the implementation of the SDGs. Nationally, focal points for
SDG implementation – such as ministerial departments and lead persons – are slowly being established in some countries.
However, other reports suggest that the SDGs are not necessarily fully understood or owned by those departments
responsible for their delivery or oversight, or that there has been selective interpretation by member States, leading to
poor implementation which deviates from the understanding of the SDGs. Similarly, where SDG coordination
mechanisms are being set up, these can be weak and lack the authority to monitor, or enforce cooperation from other
departments. They can also lack transparency.
Globally, the establishment of formal participatory, monitoring, and accountability processes for the SDGs has helped
spur action on follow-up of the SDGs. The High-level Political Forum provides a convening moment to report progress
on the SDGs, and civil society with an opportunity to engage in national-level advocacy to drive accountability. UNDESA,
as the UN lead on SDG coordination at the country level, has served as a useful awareness-raising platform and has
provided opportunities for governments to begin SDG planning.
There seem to be efforts to align SDG targets with national policies, for education and other SDGs, and education
activists are taking the initiative to accelerate this by providing forward-thinking proposals to governments and raising
awareness of the SDGs with citizens. Two different examples are from the Dominican Republic, where the national
education coalition has provided information to teachers and students on how SDG4 aligns with the national education
sector plan; and from India, where teachers’ unions are working with the national education coalition to hold the
government accountable for excluding marginalised citizens from participating in debates and decision-making on the
implementation of SDG4.
It is also clear that the global infrastructure developed to support the 2000-2015 Education For All goals and the
subsequent Education 2030 Framework for Action have enabled ongoing monitoring of SDG4 through the Global
Education Monitoring Report and the swift establishment of accountability mechanisms, including the Education 2030
Steering Committee. However, there have also been threats to established and effective mechanisms, with proposals
being put to the UN for their replacement by new fora, which are neither democratic nor representative, and do not
afford space to broad-based civil society.
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What is preventing implementation?
Obstacles have also been encountered. It is difficult to ignore that the last year has seen protracted and deepening crises,
and – in the wake of several national elections – increasingly insular government policy.
Financing of the SDGs has proven challenging. To deliver SDG4, it is necessary to increase significantly investments in
the foundational elements of quality education: qualified teachers, and safe learning environments. However, domestic
budgets remain insufficient to provide these and other public services of quality – and reductions in ODA have not
helped. A combination of increased domestic resources, tax justice at national and international levels and increased
international cooperation are necessary to make the implementation of the agenda truly viable.
Domestic resource mobilisation should be a priority for every State – not only to achieve the goals, but to do so in a
sustainable way. Yet there has been reluctance from the international community to create mechanisms to support or
encourage governments to increase their domestic resource bases – for example by establishing a global tax platform. It
should also be acknowledged that there was no commitment to financing the SDGs within the Addis Ababa Action
Agenda. This oversight must be rectified. Developing countries must expand their domestic tax base (to at least 20% of
GDP), and for education, increase the share of spending on this sector (to at least 20% of budgets), progressing to 6%
of GDP, and ensuring resources are closely scrutinised and spent sensitively to improve the effectiveness, efficiency and
equitability of public education systems. At the international level, additional efforts are needed to support reforms to
domestic tax systems and to develop a globally inclusive inter-governmental body that is empowered and resourced to
set and enforce fair global tax rules.
ODA had already stagnated before the launch of the SDGs, and it has since dropped. Indeed, almost immediately after
the SDGs were confirmed, the then-chair of the UN General Assembly, Denmark, announced a large-scale reduction in
its ODA. In Norway and the Netherlands, monies have been shifted from ODA budgets to national budgets, which has
been justified by the influx of refugees arriving predominantly from the Middle-East. Education civil society strongly
recommends that bilateral donors increase ODA (towards 0.7% global target), commit at least 30 percent of their
education aid to support multilateral efforts (such as the Global Partnership for Education), and ensure they are
supporting the countries and populations most in need.
Despite the participatory climate in which the SDGs were developed, reports have been received that doors have been
closed to civil society. Campaigners have reported aggressive action to limit civil society activity, including restrictions on
funding, political activity, and protest, even direct criminalisation. Citizens must have a voice in any decision-making
process which impacts on their lives – this is embedded in the SDGs themselves, and States must be held to account
when citizens are denied this.
An ongoing challenge lies in the measurement and accountability processes. The global indicators framework has yet to
be finalised which, among other impacts, is delaying the collection of stronger and disaggregated data. This is so crucial
to ensuring that the SDGs are delivering, particularly for the most marginalised. Civil society can contribute here, with
community-based, citizen-collected data.
Several of the proposed education indicators – at all levels – are reducing the agenda to measures of testing. This links to
a much broader obstacle in delivering SDG4: the erosion of the defined and agreed vision of quality, inclusive and free
education. The 2015 World Education Forum in Incheon, Korea, defined quality education as one that “fosters creativity
and knowledge, and ensures the acquisition of the foundational skills of literacy and numeracy as well as analytical, problem-solving and other
high-level cognitive, interpersonal and social skills. It also develops the skills, values and attitudes that enable citizens to lead healthy and
fulfilled lives, make informed decisions, and respond to local and global challenges…”. The Education 2030 Framework for Action
further states: “This requires relevant teaching and learning methods and content that meet the needs of all learners, taught by well-qualified,
trained, adequately remunerated and motivated teachers, using appropriate pedagogical approaches and supported by appropriate information
and communication technology (ICT), as well as the creation of safe, healthy, gender-responsive, inclusive and adequately resourced environments
that facilitate learning.” States have committed to delivering this definition of quality education, yet the diminishment of the
role and voice of critical actors in education, such as teachers, the reduction in financing, and an overemphasis on testing,
all pose threats to this. The more reductive global indicators for SDG4 fail its ambition to deliver quality education, and
fail the ambition of all the SDGs to ensure that everyone enjoys fulfilling lives.
Challenges specific to civil society include CSO engagement in the global north being patchy, especially on domestic
commitments, while in the south CSOs are facing contradictions in terms of involvement. While ground is seemingly
gained in participatory regional fora, simultaneously civil society is being squeezed out of national decision-making
processes. Civil society working nationally on individual goals has found itself marginalised during SDG accountability
spaces, which has been the case for education activists in several Voluntary National Review countries this year. While
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consultation processes are underway, there are concerns that they are frequently token. Although governments agreed to
work with civil society with on planning and implementation of SDG4 at international level, civil society frequently does
not have adequate space to engage in planning, monitoring and evaluation processes nationally. The available, yet limited,
opportunities are often acquired by international organisations and large-scale NGOs.
These obstacles are slowing down delivery, and in education this has given rise to increasing privatisation in some
countries. Specifically, civil society groups report that for-profit actors are taking advantage of gaps in public provision,
establishing and expanding chains of ‘low-fee’ private schools, sometimes with the support of local or national
governments. This plainly contradicts the commitment in Target 4.1 to the provision of free and universal education, and
undermines and diminishes the responsibility of the state as the duty bearer for the 2030 agenda.
Strengthening accountability for SDG implementation
The 2030 Agenda is too important to fail, yet two years after States committed to its delivery, major challenges are
impeding progress. While some positive observations have been made, and civil society is working towards
implementation, there is a sense that it is ‘business as usual’.
The Education and Academia Stakeholder Group makes the following recommendations to accelerate SDG
implementation:
National level:











Credible roadmaps, fully financed, with clear mechanisms for accountability to citizens must be developed, and SDGs
must be integrated into national plans, sector strategies and budgets.
States must deliver their responsibility to finance the SDGs; for education, the targets of 6% of GDP/20% of
domestic budget must be met in developing countries as detailed in the Education 2030 Framework for Action, and
donor countries must increase ODA (towards 0.7% global target), committing at least 30% of their education aid to
support multilateral efforts.
Donor countries should align their bilateral funding priorities with recipient countries’ development plans and
budgets during SDG implementation. Alignment should be driven by a collective vision that includes all stakeholders,
and the process of planning and policy change should be participative, inclusive and transparent.
Public institutions must be strengthened and empowered to deliver the agenda in an inclusive, transparent and
participatory manner:
o National coordination mechanisms could be established, or existing mechanisms could be tasked with the
responsibility to strengthen inter-agency, inter-ministerial and/or cross-departmental work. This should
include formal spaces for engagement of civil society.
o For education, education ministries must be involved and empowered, and in countries where a Local
Education Group exists, it could serve as the representative body with multi-stakeholder participation on
education, and should be connected to the SDG architecture.
o Existing accountability institutions (independent national human rights institutions, parliaments and audit
institutions) should be mandated to monitor government progress towards the SDGs, with input from and
the participation of citizens.
Conduct regular and participative reviews, irrespective of whether the country is participating in the VNR process.
Governments should seek the views of groups that are the furthest behind and provide modalities for meaningful
input and participation. Information about upcoming reviews/outcomes should be published in a timely manner and
accessible formats, including in local languages.
Provide an enabling environment for citizens to participate in accountability processes. Governments must guarantee
the rights to freedom of expression, association, peaceful assembly and access to information in law and practice.
Mechanisms to build awareness and mobilise popular support for the SDG agenda would strengthen social
accountability.

Regional level:





Regional deliberations should be open and transparent, and reflect the modalities adopted for the HLPF, enabling
the formal participation of civil society across each goal. CSO participation must be meaningful and contribute to a
culture of collaboration.
Regional accountability tools and mechanisms, such as regional observatories, peer review, or other measures to track
progress, identify gaps, challenges and lessons learned should be established and supported.
Links with existing rights-based regional governance frameworks and regional human rights mechanisms should be
strengthened, with inputs from these bodies incorporated into the regional review process.

- 115 -

5



For education, take advantage of the existing, UNESCO-led Education 2030 regional review process by building a
formal link with the SDG follow-up and review processes.

Global level:







Provide greater technical support to governments to improve monitoring and accountability processes.
Strengthen the process of VNRs as the mainstay of the follow-up and review process, and include formal space for
representative national civil society and MGoS to submit alternative reports as part of the VNR. MGoS inputs should
also be considered during the negotiations for the HLPF Ministerial Declaration.
Strengthen coordination among MGoS to ensure more inclusive, cross-sectoral responses by civil society.
International bodies must use their influence to make governments more responsive in engagement of civil society
in planning, implementation, and monitoring of SDG goals.
International bodies must also use their influence to realise greater financial commitments from governments for all
SDGs, including support for increased domestic resource mobilisation.

Indicators and data systems for accountability





National data systems should be strengthened to enable regular reporting and ensure that data collected is
disaggregated, accessible and in the public domain. Governments should set national interim equity targets for
specific groups and commit necessary financial, technical and capacity resources to ensure an appropriate level of
disaggregation.
National indicators should support, and not digress from, global and thematic indicator frameworks.

- 116 -

6

"Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world"
Executive Summary:
The approximately 370 million indigenous peoples worldwide account for about 5% of the
world’s population but 15% of the extreme poor1. Poverty is also a factor in the food insecurity of
indigenous peoples. This alarming condition is the consequence of historical colonization,
subjugation and assimilation, and the prevailing discriminatory structures and systematic
violation of the rights of indigenous peoples. The widespread loss of lands, territories and
resources has weakened their customary systems, which are the bases of their distinct
identities, dignity and wellbeing. The status of ownership, control and security of indigenous
peoples to manage their lands and resources defines their state of impoverishment.
The implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development requires a holistic and
human rights based-approach to ensure that indigenous peoples’ overall wellbeing, dignity, and
cultural integrity are not undermined, and they are not “left behind”.
Further, SDG implementation must overcome the failures and gaps in the implementation of the
MDGs, such as lack of data-disaggregation based on ethnicity, absence of effective
participation, and inappropriate programmes for poverty reduction, education and health, among
others.
Particularly, gender equality and empowerment of women (Goal 5), needs to address the
multidimensional discrimination and exclusion that indigenous women face due to their gender,
ethnicity and economic situation. Further, their critical role and contributions in community
development have to be recognized and enhanced.
Goal 9 on sustainable infrastructure and industrialization pose some threats to indigenous
peoples if the “business as usual” approach will persist. The expropriation of indigenous lands
and resources for infrastructure and industrial development has undermined their wellbeing and
resulted in impoverishment, and loss of livelihood and cultural heritage. The legacy of States
and the private sector of sacrificing indigenous peoples’ rights in the name of development
needs to be rectified through the implementation of policies and measures that ensures free
prior and informed consent, along with the respect and protection of indigenous peoples’ rights
to lands, territories and resources and to self-determination.
Millions of indigenous peoples are dependent on oceans; not only for their livelihoods but for the
culture, way of life and identity. However, the worsening impacts of climate change, as well as
severe pollution of oceans and extensive commercial fishing are now threatening the very
survival of indigenous peoples dependent of oceans.
The Means of Implementation have to encompass adequate finance and resources to support
targeted plans and programmes to address poverty, health, quality education and selfdetermination of indigenous peoples. Further, indigenous peoples must be recognized as key
actors and rights holders in the context of sustainable development given their traditional
knowledge and sustainable resource management practices, among others. Indigenous peoples
have taken initiatives to establish partnerships, including the Global Call to Action for the

1

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/indigenouspeoples/overview

1
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recognition of their land rights and the Indigenous Navigator to generate data and monitor the
implementation of the SDGs and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Key recommendations:
1. Recognize indigenous peoples as distinct groups with specific rights and conditions
when designing poverty reduction and food security strategies and programmes, with
their effective participation
2. Ensure
e data disaggregation based on indigenous identity
3. Institutionalize mechanisms for the effective participation and representation off
indigenous peoples in processes relating to SDGs
4. Legally recognize the customary collective land rights of indigenous peoples, and adopt
indicators to monitor progress
5. Ensure that free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples is required on
development projects that affects them; establish effective grievance mechanism and
ensure equitable benefit-sharing mechanisms
6. Ensure adequate finance and resources for targeted programmes in plans that address
poverty, food security, health and self-determined development of indigenous peoples.
Introduction:
For indigenous peoples, “poverty and prosperity” is intertwined with the status of their
ownership, control and access to lands, territories and resources, along with the practice of their
traditional occupations, sustainable resource management systems and self-governance. Their
land is also the material base of their distinct identity, spirituality and culture, which are essential
for their dignity and wellbeing. Thus, indigenous peoples’ perspective on being “poor” is being
landless, and “prosperity” means having the security to manage and utilize their land and
resources to meet their needs. The provision of basic social services such as appropriate
health, education and infrastructures, and livelihood support are needed when addressing
poverty in the changing condition of indigenous peoples.
The historical subjugation, assimilation and systematic expropriation of indigenous peoples’
lands, territories and resources; the non-recognition of their distinct identities; the denial of
access to basic social services, and; the lack of participation in decision-making are the
compounding factors for the widespread poverty amongst indigenous peoples. While indigenous
peoples constitute 5% of the global population, they account for 15% of the world’s poor. As
many as 33 % of all people living in extreme rural poverty globally are from indigenous
communities2.
Ending poverty for indigenous peoples implies addressing the legacy of social
injustice, and requires a holistic and human rights-based approach that accounts for
their socio-cultural specificities, and their individual and collective
rights as affirmed by international human rights instrument, including the UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

2

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Sustaining human progress: reducing vulnerabilities and building
resistance, Human Development Report 2014, p. 3.
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The gaps in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) provide
invaluable guidance for the implementation of SDGs; to ensure indigenous peoples will not
again be left behind. The key gaps were:
 Lack of disaggregated data based on indigenous identifier, providing difficulties in
measuring achievements and gaps;
 Non-recognition of indigenous peoples as distinct groups with specific perspectives and
rights;
 Lack of meaningful participation in designing and implementing development
interventions, which consequently were not culturally sensitive
 A focus on economic growth with less attention to environment and social dimensions;
It is critical that States and development actors take the lessons learned from the MDGs into
account, by institutionalizing mechanisms for effective and meaningful participation of
indigenous peoples, and jointly develop specific measures and programmes to reach the SDGs.
Further, in order for the SDGs to be transformational, States, development actors and the
private sector must pursue an integrated approach to the social, environmental and economic
dimensions of “leaving no one behind”, and fully operationalize the principles of nondiscrimination, transparency, accountability and inclusiveness.

Goal 1: Ending poverty
A study3 conducted by the World Bank in 10 countries reported that the percentage of
indigenous population living below the poverty line is much larger than for the non-indigenous
population. The severe poverty condition of indigenous peoples in both developed and
developing countries is manifest in insecure land and property rights, discrimination, heightened
vulnerability to risk and climate change, and a wide range of health, education and other socioeconomic disparities.
In the US, the poverty rate for those who identify as American Indian or Alaska Native is around
27%4. In Mexico, 60% of the total indigenous population lives at the lowest socioeconomic
levels. In Chile, 30.8% of the indigenous population lives in multidimensional poverty (income,
housing, education, and health) while the figure is 19.9% for the non-indigenous population.5 In
Vietnam, the national poverty rate is 9.79%, but 43- 48% in many ethnic minority areas. 6
Recommendations:
1. Recognize the distinct identities and specific conditions and rights of indigenous peoples
when designing measures and programmes to address their impoverished condition in a
holistic manner with their effective participation.

3

Indigenous Peoples, Poverty, and Development
http://www.cambridge.org/zw/academic/subjects/economics/economic-development-andgrowth/indigenous-peoples-poverty-and-development
4 The Indigenous World 2017,
http://www.iwgia.org/iwgia_files_publications_files/0760_THE_INDIGENOUS_ORLD_2017_eb.pdf
5 Ibid.
6 Ibid.
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2. Ensure data disaggregation based on indigenous identity, and ensure participatory
monitoring.
Goal 2: Ending hunger
Poverty, caused largely by the expropriation of their lands, is a key factor of food insecurity, and
the levels of hunger and malnutrition among indigenous populations are disproportionately high.
Many indigenous peoples have been pushed onto the least fertile and most fragile lands,
adversely affecting their food production and traditional way of life.7 Others are forced to
engage in commercial agriculture relying on the use of pesticides and harmful chemicals. Thus,
traditional food systems are severely under pressure and rapidly being eroded by
commercialized systems.
Indigenous peoples’ traditional livelihood practices such as hunting, fishing, gathering, shifting
cultivation, pastoralism, and high mountain agriculture continue to define their culture, identity
and wellbeing in addition to providing them food security. However, indigenous peoples
continue to be criminalized for these practices. Indigenous Peoples’ right to food is inseparable
from their rights to land, territories, resources, culture and self-determination.8
Target 2.3 explicitly include indigenous peoples, when calling for doubling agricultural
productivity, including through secure and equal access to land. This target requires states to
respect and protect the collective land rights of indigenous peoples. This will also contribute to
ending poverty and increase health and wellbeing of indigenous peoples, among others.
Recommendations:
x
x
x
x

Legally recognize and secure the customary collective land rights of indigenous peoples,
and adopt a clear indicator to measure progress for target 2.3
Protect and support the sustainable traditional occupations and livelihood practices of
indigenous peoples for food security, and repeal policies against such practices
Design programmes for the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol on Access to
Genetic Resources and Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefit Arising from their
Utilization with full participation of indigenous peoples
Ensure the protection of indigenous peoples’ traditional seeds

Goal 3: Health and wellbeing
There is lack of data on indigenous peoples’ health and social conditions as well as lack of
information, analysis, and evaluation of programmes and services to address these. A report of
the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues noted that “indigenous peoples face a myriad of
obstacles when accessing public health systems. These include the lack of health facilities in
indigenous communities and cultural differences with the health care providers such as
differences in languages, illiteracy and lack of understanding of indigenous culture and
7
8

Knuth, Lidija, The Right to adequate food and indigenous peoples, FAO, 2009
Ibid
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traditional health care systems. There is also an absence of adequate health insurance or lack
of economic capacity to pay for services if it is available.”
In Cambodia, more than 20% of indigenous children under five children suffer from malnutrition
and 52% are classified as underweight and stunted in growth. 9 The gap in the life expectancy
between indigenous and non-indigenous is as high as 20 years in Nepal. In 2016, Greenland
recorded 47 recorded suicide cases.10 The four Inuit regions in Canada have rates of suicide
that range from five to 25 times the rate of suicide for Canada as a whole, which demand
national action.11
Recommendations:
1. Develop targeted programmes with full participation of indigenous peoples, and allocate
sufficient budget and appropriate personnel to ensure indigenous peoples’ access to
quality health services, including essential medicines and vaccines, in a nondiscriminatory manner
2. Recognize and support traditional health practices of indigenous peoples
3. Design and implement specific measures in collaboration with indigenous peoples to
address mental health problems, including for youth who are vulnerable to self-harm.
Goal 5: Gender equality and empowerment of women and girls
Indigenous women face multiple discrimination factors and dis-empowerment due to the
intersectionality of their status as women, as indigenous and as poor. They are victims of
discriminatory policies and the prevailing patriarchal system of most indigenous institutions
resulting in all forms of violence and exclusion in decision-making processes. Indigenous
women have less access to education, health services and employment, among others. Further,
militarization and conflicts are exacerbating the vulnerability of indigenous women to violence.
According to US government statistics, Native American and Alaska Native women are more
than 2.5 times more likely to be raped or sexually assaulted than other women in the USA. 12
In Bangladesh, there were 58 documented cases of physical and sexual abuse in 2016, and 17
17 rape cases.

9

Submission by Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP) for the “Study on the Right to Health and
Indigenous Peoples with a Focus on Children and Youth”,
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/IPeoples/EMRIP/Health/AIPP.pdf

10 The Indigenous World 2017,
http://www.iwgia.org/iwgia_files_publications_files/0760_THE_INDIGENOUS_ORLD_2017_eb.pdf
11 Ibid.
12 Amnesty International, Maze of Injustice, http://www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/women-srights/violence-against-women/maze-of-injustice, accessed April 20, 2017.
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Indigenous women continue to play vital roles in their communities. They are engaging in
sustainable resource management and main food producers and holders of traditional
knowledge that is critical to food security, resilience and adaptation to climate change, social
cohesion and peace-keeping, among others.
The UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Victoria Tauli-Corpuz has
noted that: “Land appropriation is not gender neutral and indigenous women’s rights interact
with violations of collective land rights. The gendered effects of those violations become
manifest in situations where indigenous women lose their traditional livelihoods, such as food
gathering, agricultural production, herding, among others, while compensation and jobs
following land seizure tend to benefit male members of indigenous communities”.13
Recommendations:
x

Adopt special measures to combat discrimination, violence and harmful practices,
developed and implemented with full participation of indigenous women

x

Legally recognize the land rights of indigenous women including within the collectively
land rights of indigenous peoples.

x

Undertake legislative reforms, capacity building and support to indigenous women’s
organisations to overcome discrimination and ensure land rights for women

x

Develop and implement affirmative policies to ensure participation of indigenous women
in decision-making processes, bodies and mechanisms

Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
foster innovation
Too often, the lands, territories and resources of indigenous peoples are being used for
infrastructure projects such as roads, energy projects, and industrialization despite the
opposition of indigenous communities. Many projects are undertaken as Public-Private
Partnerships (PPPs), which are often marked with conflicts, human rights violations and
allegation of corruption. It is imperative that the participation of the private sector in
infrastructure development ensures the implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights, and adheres to policies for accountability and transparency of the
private sector.
ASEAN plans to build the ASEAN power grid, Trans-ASEAN Gas Pipeline, ASEAN Highway
Network, 11 hydroelectric power projects, which has started to displace indigenous peoples and
local communities.14
The largest wind power station in Scandinavia, the Björkhöjden and Ögonfägnade, was opened
in June 2016 that was opposed and criticized by the Sámi since it would destroy important
reindeer grazing lands and migration routes, as well as Saami culture.15
13

Victoria Tauli Corpuz, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, August 5, 2015
A/HRC/30/41
14 Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP), Overview of the State of Indigenous Peoples in Asia, May 2014.
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Recommendations:
x

Institutionalize the conduct of independent human rights, environmental and social
impact studies with the effective participation of affected indigenous communities

x

Ensure the free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples in projects with
potential adverse impacts on them, along with the respect and protection of their rights
to lands, territories and resources, and to self-determined development

x

Adopt appropriate policies and guidelines for equitable benefit-sharing with the effective
participation of indigenous peoples

x

Establish effective grievance mechanisms for indigenous peoples and other affected
communities, and ensure the transparency and accountability of State and the private
sector

Goal 14: Life below water
87 million of Indigenous peoples in 83 countries rely on the oceans16, the seabed and the
associated environments for their food, health, economic activities and cultural practices. Not
only do they rely on the ocean for sustenance, but their relationship with the ocean is governed
in accordance with their culture and management of resources. 17 All activities that have a
negative impact on the oceans will have similar effects on the health, lives, economies and
cultures of indigenous peoples; exacerbate their already poor living conditions and life
expectancy. They are now facing serious threats to their very survival due to climate change,
pollution commercial fishing among others. Several islands in the Pacific are threatened to be
submerged due to rising sea levels. Further, many indigenous communities are also restricted in
their fishing rights, resulting to increased vulnerability to food insecurity, conflicts among others.
On the coast of Africa, huge commercial ships are starting to encroach on native fishing areas
as ocean stocks diminish. In Madagascar, the stocks of community fisheries have been nearly
lost.18
In Thailand, the Chao Ley (people of the sea) indigenous peoples successfully resisted the
takeover of the Baron World Trade Co. Ltd. in Rawai of 5 hectares of their customary coastal
land.
Recommendations:
x

Recognize and enhance the traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples on oceans (14.
A)

15

The Indigenous World 2017,
http://www.iwgia.org/iwgia_files_publications_files/0760_THE_INDIGENOUS_ORLD_2017_eb.pdf
16 Daryl Fears, Indigenous Peoples of the World’s Coastlines are losing their Fisheries—and the way of life,
The Washington Post, December 2, 2016,
17 Valmaine Toki, Study on Relationship between Indigenous Peoples and the Pacific Ocean, UN Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues, Feb 2016
18 Fears, Daryl
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x

Respect and protect indigenous peoples’ rights to traditional marine territories and water
resources, and support their traditional occupations, including through improved market
access (14.B)

Goal 17: Means of implementation
Adequate finance and resources is needed to support targeted plans and programmes to
address poverty, health, education and self-determined development of indigenous peoples.
There is also a need to ensure policy cohesion in relation to indigenous peoples’ rights, within
the three dimensions of sustainable development. Under Science, Technology and Innovations
(STI), the inclusion of traditional knowledge and innovations of indigenous peoples is essential.
Under Goal 17, indigenous peoples are engaging in multi-stakeholder partnerships for
sustainable development. The Global Call to Action on Land Rights19 is a multi-stakeholder
initiative with 553 organisations in 91 countries. The aim is to double the global area of land
legally recognized as owned or controlled by indigenous peoples and local communities by
2020. Likewise, the Indigenous Navigator 20supports data collection of indigenous peoples to
monitor the implementation of the SDGs and to pursue their self-determined development. ##

Prepared by:
Joan Carling, Co-convenor of the Indigenous Peoples Major Group (IPMG) on behalf of
Tebtebba Foundation

19
20

Global Call to Action on Land Rights Now: http://www.landrightsnow.org/en/get-involved/
www.indigenousnavigator.org
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES MAJOR GROUP - LAMG
POSITION PAPER for THE HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM 2017
CONTRIBUTION FROM LOCAL AND SUBNATIONAL AUTHORITIES IN
"ERADICATING POVERTY AND PROMOTING PROSPERITY IN A CHANGING WORLD".
Written by United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG)
with inputs from nrg4SD and other partners

The new international global development agendas – the Agenda 2030/Sustainable
Development Goals, the Paris Climate Agreement, and the New Urban Agenda– offer an
unprecedented opportunity for local and regional governments (LRGs) to contribute to global
sustainability. The LRG constituency reaffirms our commitment to all these global development
agendas and our political will to turn these global goals into localized objectives.

From development of the agendas to their implementation
The Global Taskforce of Local and Regional Governments (GTF), created in 2012 during the
Sustainable Development Goal negotiation process, brought together major international
networks of LRGs, thus strengthening our joint advocacy and coordination in international
policy processes.
The GTF also acted as the convening and facilitating mechanism of the World Assembly of
Local and Regional Governments, a fundamental moment in the definition and approval of the
New Urban Agenda, which is closely interlinked with the achievement of the SDGs. Now, the
Global Taskforce is building on this legacy and the leadership of the Local Authorities Major
Group while entering a new stage, shifting its strategy towards the implementation, localization,
monitoring and reporting of these global agendas.
As reflected in the UN global consultation, launched by the UN Development Group in 2014,
and co-led by UNDP, UN Habitat and the GTF, the “localization” of the global agendas is a
powerful driver of sustainable inclusive territories that can unite efforts and improve efficiency
and delivery of the SDGs at national and global levels.

Localizing the 2030 Agenda – Sustainable Development Goals
Localizing the SDGs relates both to (i) how LRGs can support the achievement of the 2030
Agenda through bottom-up action and (ii) to how the SDGs can provide a framework for local
development policy. Providing local and regional governments with an enabling environment
and resources to participate in the “localization” of the SDGs is a strategic priority to ensure the
success of national efforts and the whole global agenda.
As a contribution to this process, the networks of the Global Taskforce are putting in motion the
following actions:
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x
x
x
x

Development of tools to allow LRGs to support follow-up at the national level and
encourage localization and alignment of SDGs and local plans;
Develop a global reporting mechanism to promote the involvement of LRGs in
National Voluntary Reviews and build specifically upon local governments’ experience
of implementation and localization to contribute to the HLPF;
Awareness raising to involve local communities and citizens in the implementation of
the SDGs at local levels;
Mobilization of financial resources.

TOOLS/TRAINING/ALIGNMENT OF SDGs WITH LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS:
Training modules for local and regional governments
As part of their learning initiatives, local and regional government networks are developing, in
partnership with UNDP and UN-Habitat, training modules on the localization of the SDGs.
Several events are planned in the coming months to involve LRGs in all regions.
Toolbox on “Localizing the SDGs”
A Toolbox on “Localizing the SDGs” has been launched in partnership with UNDP and UNHabitat. This is a webpage to share information, experiences and tools to support the
involvement of LRGs and local partners: http://localizingthesdgs.org/, including a “Roadmap
for Localizing the SDGs.”
UCLG has released publications explaining the links between SDGs and the everyday work of
local and regional governments.
Peer-review and exchange
A simultaneous global agenda, coordinated by networks and associations of LRGs, can ensure a
shared process for implementation, in which LRGs share experiences and learn from one other
to help translate global goals into local actions (local plans, regional development strategies,
sustainable programs). Nrg4SD organizes opportunities for subnational governments to
exchange practices and results on subnational actions for the SDGs, in order to maximize
efficiency.
Multi-stakeholder partnerships and awareness-raising initiatives
Many cities and local government networks are promoting public campaigns, education actions
at schools and social initiatives to inform and involve citizens (young people, business, civil
society, academia, etc) in different regions. With the support of the EC, LRGs and civil society
organizations have adopted a Joint Position paper on a Multi-stakeholder Approach for the
implementation of the SDGs. In this regard, the UN should engage with these actors in the
organization of capacity-building activities and workshops.
Indicators:
Indicators are a critical dimension of the SDG reporting process. However, many of the
indicators defined by the UN for the 17 SDGs are still being discussed. The situation is
particularly critical for SDG 11 on sustainable cities and human settlements: out of 15
indicators, only one has been completely approved (Tiers I). Seven indicators are still under
discussion (Tiers III).
We therefore request stronger involvement of local and regional governments in the
process of defining indicators and call on national governments and UN Agencies to
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involve sub-national governments in the discussion around monitoring and reporting of
SDG 11.

REPORTING: Participation in the HLPF follow-up and review process
An effective follow-up and review (F&R) framework should promote the seamless integration of
LRGs in the monitoring process at all levels. The international community has initiated a
mechanism of monitoring and reporting that refers directly to national governments. LRGs should
take part in this global conversation with an original approach: building on an assessment of the
process, its quality, features and effects, underscoring the direct impact of sub-national
government initiatives and decisions in the SDG implementation, strengthening multi-stakeholder
collaboration.
The first process should consist of an analysis of the impact of implementation on national
political processes, emphasizing the link between national policies, sub-national governance
and the challenges of policy localization. The second part should be more thematic and topicbased, following the HLPF’s thematic review clusters mentioned above, SDG 11 being a
natural candidate as a lynchpin around which an initial analysis could revolve.
Local and regional government networks at national level are currently being mobilized to get
involved in the Voluntary National Reporting Processes. Surveys are being carried out at
regional and global level to access methodologies and levels of involvement. Furthermore,
UCLG and the Global Taskforce networks are developing a global reporting mechanism that
will allow implementation to be monitored from a local government perspective, in line with the
evaluation cycles defined by the HLPF, which include: periodical reports from national
government (VNR) and a thematic review of the SDGs clustered in three cycles (eradicating
poverty and promoting prosperity in 2017, transformation towards sustainable and resilient
societies – including SDG 11– in 2018 and empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and
equality in 2019).
Local and regional governments from many of the 44 countries presenting VNR in 2017
have been called to participate as soon as possible in the reporting process, which will be
essential to locate themselves in the national conversations and be ready to contribute to
national reviews.
We call on national governments to make efforts to mobilize all stakeholders towards a
consensus on the definition of national priorities, strategies and the institutional
framework for the 2030 Agenda. Some countries are creating special multi-stakeholder
institutional mechanisms or fora that include LRGs and civil society to maximize participation
and ensure inputs that reflect the diversity existing within countries. These experiences should
be promoted to facilitate close consultation and coordination with local and regional
governments.
Further to the contribution of the constituency to the national reviews, a first Local and
Regional Report will be presented to the next HLPF in New York in July 2017.

MOBILIZATION OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES
The mobilization of financial resources, including tax collection and allocation and access to
borrowing and investments, at the subnational level is mentioned in the AAAA, but this needs
more attention in the Finance for Development forum (FfD). To ensure Means of
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Implementation for the 2030 Agenda, FfD Forum should also promote exchange of practices on
the best modalities to mobilise domestic resources (including local taxes) and ensure a better
allocation of resources between national, local and regional governments to contribute to
the implementation of the SDGs.
In line with the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (particularly paragraph 34), local authorities
should be recognized as specific partner –at the same level as CSOs and private sector- and
should be included in the follow-up of FfD. Local governments’ role in investments in basic
services, resilient urban and territorial infrastructures are crucial for the achievement of
the SDGs. In high income countries, subnational governments are responsible for 50% of public
investments, while in low income countries their contribution are limited to 7%. They play a
particularly important role in emerging economies, where decentralization processes are more
advanced.
In this regard, FfD voluntary presentations, in alignment with VNRs, should include and
disclose data on subnational financing.

Some concrete examples of Local and Regional Governments’ role in the implementation of
the reviewed goals in HLPF 2017
All of the SDGs have targets that are directly or indirectly related to the daily work of local and
regional governments. LRGs should not be seen as mere implementers of the agenda. LRGs are
policy makers, catalysts of change and the level of government best-placed to link the global
goals with local communities and territorial realities.

Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
SDG 1 takes a multi-dimensional view of poverty and therefore requires multiple, coordinated
responses. LRGs are in the ideal position to identify people living in poverty on the ground, and
to target resources and services to help them improve conditions.
LRGs’ responsibilities for local basic services, such as water and sanitation, as well as land
management and regulations in many countries, make them key partners in the achievement of
SDG1.
LRGs can also play a role by developing local economic development strategies to create jobs
and raise incomes, and by building the resilience of our communities to crisis and disasters.

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture
LRGs’ management of natural resources, territorial planning and basic infrastructures in rural
areas, particularly land and water, underpins food security. LRGs can foster sustainable
agriculture and local economic growth by improving transport infrastructure, access to
mechanisation and new technologies, strengthening local markets, local food chains and urbanrural linkages.
The achievement of these goals rests on the involvement of citizens in responsible and
sustainable food production and consumption practices, as well as the support of public
authorities and the implementation of relevant national and international regulations.
In urban areas, local governments must ensure that people are able to purchase and cook safe,
affordable, nutritious food, facilitate access to school canteens or gardens to ensure child

- 128 -

feeding. Urban/regional planning can play a major role in waste reduction and food security by
facilitating effective food-related transport and storage, access to clean water and sanitation.
They can also promote urban agriculture on both public and private land.
Rural local governments can manage collective resources and regulate land tenure in ways that
protect the rights of the poorer groups, including secondary right holders.
Strengthening territorialized agri-food systems and establishing a better balance between the
‟globalizedˮ and ‟territorializedˮ components of food systems are a priority. The food system
can be a driving force in territorial development, also contributing to food security, the
preservation of natural resources, the improvement of the environment, the creation of jobs in
relevant sectors (catering, ecotourism, craft work, services), the promotion of cultural heritage
(especially with regard to gastronomy) and the protection of food and agricultural diversity1.

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Many LRGs have direct competences in the provision of basic health care and assistance,
including through the management of primary health centres, hospitals and subnational public
health systems. Local governments in urban areas must be particularly vigilant as urban rates
of child mortality areas are stagnating in many countries. Local governments can address this
by slum improvement programmes and by increasing access to quality basic services for the
most vulnerable.
HIV/AIDs are increasingly being understood as a local governance issue. Urban areas are
often the nexus for the spread of HIV/AIDS because of their high population density, transport
hubs, and prevalence of vulnerable groups. LRGs can play an important role in identifying
local needs, mainstreaming HIV/AIDS activities across departments, and coordinating
prevention and response activities. Many LRGs provide education and information services and
campaign to prevent and treat HIV/AIDS.
LRGs can use urban and territorial planning and public transport to reduce air pollution, foster
healthy lifestyles and prevent deaths from road traffic accidents. LRGs can contribute to the
reduction of deaths caused by water and soil pollution through effective natural resource
management and environmental protection. The provision of clean water and sanitation is
essential to lowering infant, child and maternal mortality

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
LRGs can act as a model for gender equality and the empowerment of women through nondiscriminatory service provision to citizens and fair employment practices.
LRGs are on the frontline of identifying and tackling violence and harmful practices against
women. Urban planning (particularly the creation and maintenance of public spaces) and local
policing are both essential tools in tackling these issues. LRGs also have a role to play in
providing services to women affected by violence.
Regional governments and rural municipalities can identify and tackle barriers to women’s
equal access to land control and ownership.

1

Quebec Declaration “For the Promotion of Local Initiatives for Responsible and Sustainable Eating and
the Emergence of Territorialized Agri-food Systems”, Quebec City, October 2, 2015; http://regionsfrance.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Declaration-de-Quebec-ENG_final.pdf
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Getting more women into elected office at all levels is a top priority in terms of empowering
women, both as a goal in its own right, and because local politics is often the first step to
regional and national office. Female leaders in local government can challenge gender
stereotypes and set an example to young girls.
LRGs can mainstream gender equality across all areas of their work in order to tackle the
multiple barriers to women’s empowerment.

Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
foster innovation
Regional and local governments are particularly important in developing and maintaining
infrastructure to serve urban areas and to link them up with their surrounding territories.
LRGs can include the promotion of small-scale industry and start-ups in their local economic
development strategies, taking into account local resources, needs and markets. Besides,
territorial planning and zoning is fundamental to define the most adequate areas for expansion
and industrialization, promoting local clusters and business collaborative strategies. As a
result, LRGs are also responsible for the licensing and authorization of industrial and
commercial activities, as they establish regulatory frameworks to authorize the operation of the
sector and promote business friendly environment.
LRGs can identify gaps in access to ICT and the internet in communities and take steps to
bridge them, particularly through provision of public services and spaces such as libraries.

Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development
Almost 80 per cent of the pollution in the oceans comes from land-based activities, both in
coastal areas and further inland.
Half of the world’s population lives less than 60km from the sea and 75% of large cities are
located on the coast. Many coastal cities discharge sewage, industrial effluent and other
wastewater directly into their surrounding seas.
However, protecting oceans and coasts is not just the responsibility of coastal cities.
Worldwide, two-thirds of the sewage from urban areas is discharged untreated into lakes, rivers
and coastal waters. Urban sanitation and solid waste management are essential to reducing
coastal zone pollution, as is collaboration between municipalities and at regional level.
LRGs are critical to promote integrated coastal management plans to protect the natural
resources of coastal areas while promoting their efficient use. Coastal cities must develop and
implement planning and building regulations to prevent construction in unsuitable areas of the
coast.

Finally, with regard the Goal 17, the strengthening of local taxes and local financing systems
are critical to strengthen domestic resources mobilisation. At the same, local governments need
that more direct attention from international partners and funding to local investments in
resilient basic infrastructures, particularly in LDCs.

The local and regional government constituency is committed to contribute to a new global
partnership with international institutions, national governments, civil society, and the
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private sector. We will continue to use global platforms to highlight the potential of local
action to drive development and to call for appropriate legal and financial frameworks to
support all local and regional governments in playing our part in the achievement of this
ambitious, integrated and universal agenda.
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Position paper submitted to the
High-level Political Forum 2017

Eradicating Poverty and Promoting Prosperity for Older Persons

Summary
1. The 2030 Agenda’s transformational vision and the pledge to “leave no one behind” means
that development agendas must include all persons, of all ages. Implementation of all SDGs
must be based on equality, social justice and human dignity across the life course and
recognise that older persons have an equal right to development.
2. Critical to this recognition is acknowledgment of the diversity and heterogeneity of the
population of older persons and an understanding of how the ageism and discrimination
reported by older persons themselves1 are barriers to their inclusion in development
responses.
3. By the year 2050, 22 percent of the world’s population will be sixty and over and there will
bee more older persons than children under 15. Ageing is happening in every region of the
world and 67 percent of older persons are living in lower and middle income countries.
4.

The contributions of older persons are essential for sustainable development. Many older
women and men make significant contributions to their communities in all aspects of life, in
the formal and informal sectors, and as caregivers and breadwinners. They are essential
partners in efforts to eradicate poverty and promote prosperity.

1
GAROP, In Our Own Words, 2015 and HelpAge International, Entitled to the Same Rights, May 2017
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5. This paper outlines significant barriers to the realisation of older persons’ rights, including
income insecurity, inadequate access to age-appropriate health and care services, increased
gender inequality in older age, and data gaps.
6. A 2016 survey conducted with 70 older persons’ organisations in 40 countries yielded several
recommendations 2 . These include more collaboration between CSOs and government
authorities; greater recognition of older persons in government policy, particularly in the
areas of social protection, health, food, shelter, water, human rights, elder abuse, ageism and
palliative care; participation of older persons in the formulation of public policy;
dissemination of information; and better data and evidence.
7. The survey also revealed mixed experiences with progress in some countries. However more
must be done to guarantee participation of, and build capacity for, older persons to contribute
to national, regional and global policy development, and to build the neglected issue of ageing
into sustainable development frameworks.
8. There is an urgent need to ensure that structures are in place at regional and national level to
guarantee participation of the broad range of stakeholders covered by Agenda 2030, including
older persons. This is critical to facilitating effective engagement with government structures
We welcome the Asia Pacific Regional CSO Engagement Mechanism (AP-RCEM) which has
created space for 17 constituencies to engage in the HLPF and SDGs process at regional
level.
9. Priority must be given to increasing technical capacity and understanding about ageing,
developing policy and legal frameworks to promote the rights of older persons, improving the
use of data for policy making generated by older persons.
10. The voices of older persons are critical to achieving the SDGs. These must be amplified and
to ensure that governments are accountable to their older populations in implementation of
the SDGs.

2

Survey conducted by Stakeholder Group on Ageing.

- 148 -

Goal 1 Eradicate poverty for all

1. Chronic poverty and income insecurity in old age is widespread3. Income inequalities
continue into later life in both developed and developing countries, often compounded by
the impact of intersecting forms of discrimination. Older women can be particularly
vulnerable to losing their livelihoods due to lower status, lack of knowledge of their rights
and local laws and customs that prevent them from inheriting or retaining their property.
Mandatory retirement and lack of continuing education and retraining for older persons
can also contribute to poverty in older age.
2. Social protection systems are a key poverty reduction tool. However, schemes in most
low and middle-income countries are limited. Currently only one in four older persons
receives a pension, with largely inadequate coverage and benefits. In low-income
economies, only 5.7 per cent of the labour force contribute to a pension scheme,
compared with 90.8 per cent in high-income economies.4
3. Receipt of an adequate minimum pension reduces the poverty rates of older
persons, and provides the means to meet priority expenses such as medicine. For
example, in Mauritius the universal pension reduced the old age poverty rate by 40
per cent while, in Brazil, old age poverty has almost been eliminated5.
4. Transfers to the older generation have a redistributive effect. In South Africa,
children in families that received pensions were taller and had better nutritional
status.6 The universal pension in Georgia yielded a 69 per cent reduction in child
poverty rates.7
5. Tax-financed social pensions are particularly important for expanding pension
coverage in low and middle-income countries with high levels of poverty and
informal employment. An increasing number of countries have introduced social
pensions in recent years, and over 100 now have some kind of social pension.
The incidence of poverty among persons aged 60 years and older ranges from 2 per cent in the Netherlands in 2013 to 50 per cent in the
Republic of Korea in 2009, reaching up to 80 per cent of older persons under the national poverty line in Zambia in 2005.
4

3

ILO; Social Protection for Older Persons – Key Policy Trends and Statistics. 2014. Page 16

5

Kaniki, Sheshi. 2007. Mauritius Case Study. Cape Town.
Gasparini, Leonardo, Javier Alejo, Francisco Haimovich, Sergio Olivieri, and Leopoldo Tornarolli. 2007. Poverty among the Elderly in
Latin America and the Caribbean. 55. La Plata.
6

Duflo et al in studies from South Africa (2003

7

Stephen Kidd and Bjorn Gelders, Child Wellbeing and Social Security in Georgia: The Case for Moving to a More Inclusive National
Social Security System (Tbilisi, 2015).
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Kenya recently announced its intention to fully fund a universal social pension for
people aged 70 and above. Nevertheless, many low and middle-income countries
have no form of social pension, and limit pension coverage to the formal sector.
6. In low and middle-income countries, understanding of income security in older age is
usually limited to a single measure: “old age poverty” which divides household income
and expenditure by the number of household members. This limited approach is based on
flawed assumptions, including that households share resources equally and that different
ages have the same consumption needs. Recent research in four countries shows that
measurement of poverty in old age is highly sensitive to changes in these assumptions8. A
more multidimensional approach to measuring income security, which assesses the
individual situation of an older person, is needed.
Goal 2 End Hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture

1. Malnutrition in older populations is under-recognised and under-treated, and remains a low
priority in clinical care9.
2. Target 2.2 specifically commits to ending all forms on malnutrition, including addressing the
nutritional needs of older persons. To date, there is no corresponding indicator included
within the indicator framework.

3. The IAEG-SDGs is currently considering targets for which additional indicators can be
added. Target 2.2 must be a priority.
4. Middle upper arm circumference (MUAC) is the best and easiest to implement tool to assess
nutritional status of older persons.
Goal 3: Ensure healthy Lives and promote well being for all at all ages

1. As people age their need for both health and social care are likely to become increasingly
complex. Older persons are at higher risk for multiple chronic conditions, and are likely to
require increased support with tasks of daily living and to be able to continue to do the things
they want in the places they want to be.
8

Gorman M, Mihnovits A, Albone R and Charles Knox-Vydmanov C, How data systems leave older people behind, London, HelpAge
International, 2017.
9

http://www.malnutritiontaskforce.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/A-review-and-summary-of-the-impact-of-malnutrition-in-olderpeople-and-the-reported-costs-and-benefits-of-interventions.pdf
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2. In low and middle-income countries, governments are increasingly faced with the challenge
of addressing a double burden of communicable and non-communicable diseases, which
affect older persons disproportionately.
3. Health and social care systems, in the developed and developing world have responded
inadequately to the changing requirements of older populations.
4. Globally, older persons face many barriers to equal and universal access to health care. These
include poor physical access to health facilities, particularly in rural areas, high cost of health
services, including essential medicines; a lack of awareness of health conditions in older age,
and of available health and social care services, discrimination, and the absence or
inadequacy of long-term and palliative care services.
5. High out of pocket payments for health services result in impoverishment for many,
compounding intergenerational poverty. Older women are especially vulnerable,
experiencing worsening economic insecurity as they age. Universal Health Coverage and
access to essential medicines under Target 3.8 could mitigate these negative outcomes.
6. There is little evidence to suggest that increasing longevity is accompanied by an extended
period of good health.10 While many persons worldwide remain healthy and active well into
their older age, large numbers experience declines in physical and mental capacity.
7. Ill health and disability are not inevitable consequences of older age. A life course approach
to health supports the identification of critical points for preventive intervention that can
influence the onset of health conditions and delay or avoid the onset of disabilities associated
with NCDs.
8. Immunization prevents an estimated 2-3 million deaths annually, and is widely recognized as
one of the world’s most successful and cost-effective health interventions. Routine
immunization is a building block of strong preventative healthcare. It is crucial in childhood
for healthy beginnings and serves as a stepping stone to adhering to the comprehensive
vaccination schedule for adolescent and adult health. Adults aged 65 years and over face
increased risk of infections due to of the normal process of a weaker immune system. Each
year thousands of adults suffer illnesses, hospitalizations, and even death from diseases that
may have been preventable with adult vaccinations. A life course approach to vaccinations is
imperative, as is closer attention to healthy ageing with influenza, pneumonia, shingles and

10

WHO 2015 World Report on Ageing and Health.
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potentially tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis depending on personal and environmental risk
factors.
9. The link between NCDs, tobacco use, alcohol consumption, poor diet, physical inactivity and
exposure to pollutants,11 means that behavioural changes such as better nutrition and more
physical activity throughout the life course can prevent or delay many NCD deaths.
Prevention strategies targeting these risk factors remains important in older age and should
be promoted as part of a comprehensive response alongside diagnosis, treatment and care.
WHO has stated that 80% of NCD deaths occur in low- and middle income countries and
that people over 60 account for 75% of deaths.12
10. While the inclusion of target 3.4 is a welcome development, established methodologies for
measuring progress in relation to NCDs focus on ‘premature mortality’ and exclude persons
over 70 from data collection. Although the indicator 3.8.1 includes measures relating to
blood pressure and diabetes,the surveys used to collect this data frequently excludes older
persons.
11. Depression and dementia together affect 15 per cent of the global older adult population.
Meanwhile, injuries and ageing-related sensory impairments that can be treated easily and
inexpensively are leading to preventable disability.
12. Communicable diseases remain prevalent. HIV rates are increasing among older persons,
with an estimated 5.8m people aged 50 and over now living with HIV globally.13 This is
partly because affected persons are living longer and also because more people aged 50+ are
becoming infected.14
13. In the absence of adequate health and social care services, family members, mostly women,
carry the burden of care for older persons with declining health and disabilities, with
significant consequences to their own economic security and health.
14. Development programmes that exclude adequate, integrated and universal access to
promotive, preventive, curative, rehabilitation and palliative health services will leave older
persons and family caregivers –most of whom are women – behind, unable to earn a decent
income, and with limited opportunities for social and political participation.

11

WHO, Non-Communicable Diseases Factsheet, March 2013, www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs355/en
(23 August 2016) and WHO, World Report on Ageing and Health, 2015
12
Global Status Report on NCDs, 2010, p.9, WHO, Geneva
13
14

UNAIDS http://aidsinfo.unaids.org/ accessed April 2017
UNAIDS, HIV and Ageing, 2013 http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/20131101_JC2563_hiv-and-aging_en_0.pdf
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15. The WHO’s Global Strategy and Action Plan on Ageing and Health provides critical
guidance for rethinking health systems to meet the needs of ageing populations. Initiatives in
Brazil, India, Pakistan, Turkey and South Africa featured in the WHO World Report on
Ageing and Health demonstrate that it is possible to provide accessible, age-inclusive care
within existing community-based health programmes and to mobilize community support for
health promotion and for long term care.
16. The UNGASS 2016 Outcome Document and the Report of the High Level Panel on Access
to Medicines provide new entry points for improving access to essential medicines.
17. Achieving healthy lives and wellbeing for all at all ages will require:


Accelerated implementation of the WHO Global Strategy and Action Plan on ageing and
health15



Tracking of SDG3 indicators across the entire lifecourse.



Increased and expanded government support to finance health care services and reduce risk
of catastrophic health costs for individuals and families.



NCD responses that include persons of all ages and provide prevention and diagnosis
services, treatment and care.



Implementation of the operational sections of the Outcome Document of the UNGASS 2016
on improving access to controlled medicines and the recommendations in the Report of the
High Level Panel on Access to Medicines.



Implementation of laws and policies prohibiting age discrimination against older persons in
access to health services and to preventive medicine.

Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

1. Despite Goal 5’s clear recognition of the importance of achieving gender equality and
women’s empowerment, international development programmes, policy and discourse often
overlook the rights of older women.
2. Older women outnumber older men and their share of the older population increases with
age16. They are more likely to live alone and in poverty17. Understanding gender inequality in
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older age is critical to ensuring effective gender equality interventions in sustainable
development.
3. Data collection frequently excludes women aged 50 and above, although they account for 24
per cent of the world’s women. Data on violence against older women is a particular concern,
as surveys are usually limited to ages 15-49 years. However, abuse and violence against
women continue in older age, and the Commission on the Status of Women has recognised
violence against older women as an urgent concern.18 A study conducted in five EU countries
reported that 28 per cent of women aged 60-97 years experienced some form of abuse in the
previous year; for all forms of abuse, the most common perpetrator was the intimate partner.
In some regions, older women are subject to harmful practices such as widow-burning,
discrimination and physical violence resulting from accusations of witchcraft. 19
4. Although removal of upper age caps in indicators for target 5.2 is welcome, more needs to be
done to accelerate the collection of data on violence against older women. Effective policy
responses must be underpinned by data disaggregated by age and gender across the life
course.
5. Older women make significant contributions to economies both directly and indirectly. More
than 37 per cent of older women in the least developed countries continue to participate in the
labour force. In Malawi, almost 90 per cent of women over 65 work.20 Those who don’t work
in the formal economy often provide unpaid care for family members who are then able to
have remunerated work.21

6. Throughout every stage of life, women represent a substantial workforce of caregivers and
informal sector workers who contribute a vast yet unacknowledged amount to their
communities, families and economies.
7. Those women who do work outside the home usually earn less than men, a gap that widens
with age. The fact that women often have reduced access to paid work, lower wages and are
more likely to work in the informal sector, means they have less opportunity to gain an

16
17
18

UNDESA Population Division
UNDESA Statistics Division, The World’s Women 2015: Trends and Statistics, New York, 2015
UN Commission on the Status of Women, Report on the fifty-seventh session, 4-15 March 2013, Economic and Social Council

19

(Violence against Women and Girls. Brief on Violence against women. May 2016.
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/documents/ageing/vawg_brief_on_older_women.pdf).
20
21

UNFPA and HelpAge International, Ageing in the 21st Century, A Challenge and an Opportunity, 2012
ibid

- 154 -

entitlement through contributory pension schemes,22 making universal non contributory
pensions vital. Large gender gaps are evident in pension benefits derived from contributory
schemes with the largest gaps for women with children23. In the United States for example,
the National Council on Aging reports that older women typically receive about $4,000 less
annually in Social Security than older men due to lower lifetime earnings, time taken off for
caregiving, occupational segregation into lower wage work, and other issues.24

Goal 17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the partnerships necessary for
sustainable development
1. The collection and utilisation of better data is one of the keys to successful implementation of
the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular the call to ‘Leave no one behind’.
2. Target 17.18 recognises the need to enhance capacity and significantly increase the
availability of high-quality, timely and reliable disaggregated data, including data
disaggregated by age. Implementation of this target must be accelerated. The Stakeholder
Group on Ageing strongly welcomed the establishment of a work stream of the IAEG-SDGs
on data disaggregation but progress to date has been disappointing.
3. Consistent application of age disaggregation is critical for SDG indicators to ensure that no
one is left behind. Age disaggregation should be in 5 year cohorts across the life course in
adulthood. Catch-all cohorts of 60 or 65+ must be rejected.
4. The issues however extend beyond disaggregation. Many surveys used to collect data on core
development issues routinely exclude older age groups25.
5. We welcome the ongoing work to develop a Multiple Indicator Survey on Ageing (MISA),
through the collaboration of UN DESA and the governments of Malawi, Uganda and Kenya.
6. Efforts led by the UK National Statistical Office to establish a City Group on Ageing and Age
Disaggregated Data are also welcome and timely. Strong commitment from National
Statistical Offices in every region will be critical to making the group a success.

22

Kidd S, ‘Equal pensions, equal rights: achieving universal pension coverage for older women and men in developing coun¬tries’, Gender
& Development 17(3), 2009, pp.377-388
23
UN Women Transforming economies, realizing rights, 2015.
24

National Council on Ageing, Social Security of America, 2015.

25

These surveys include Multi Indicator Cluster Surveys, Demographic and Health Surveys, Living Standards Measurement Study (World
Bank) and STEPS (WHO).
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2017 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development

Position Paper by the Scientific and Technological Community
(STC)
Major Group
A. Introduction
1

The Scientific and Technological Community (STC) greatly welcomes the theme for the HLPF 2017
"Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world" and highlights the important
role of sciences – natural, social, health and engineering sciences – in poverty eradication and in
fostering prosperity.
As highlighted in dedicated sessions at the 2016 HLPF and via the Prototype Editions of the Global
Sustainable Development Report, scientific knowledge provides the basis for evidence-based decisionmaking on sustainable development at all levels. Agenda 2030 needs science, technology and
innovation at every step.
The STC welcomes the set of Goals to be reviewed in depth at this session, and stands ready to
provide support to foster the science/policy interface to ensure implementation, monitoring, reviewing
of these and other Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The STC provides specific scientific
inputs related to each Goal, but also an integrated approach by addressing synergies and trade-offs
among the Goals.
B. International science initiatives: on ocean, health and gender
International science organizations, including ICSU, the International Social Science Council (ISSC),
the World Federation of Engineering Organization (WFEO), and the InterAcademy Partnership (IAP),
together with the United Nations bodies have been collaborating towards implementating international
initiatives on the science underpinning the attainment of the SDGs.
Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Given international priorities related to Agenda 2030 and Habitat III, the STC focuses on addressing
health from a system approach related to global change phenomena. An example is provided by the
international programme addressing urban health and wellbeing.
-

The Programme on Health and Wellbeing in the Changing Urban Environment - a Systems
Approach2, co-sponsored by ICSU, UNU, and the InterAcademy Medical Panel3, proposes a new
conceptual framework for considering the multi-factorial nature of both the determinants and the
manifestations of health and wellbeing in urban populations. The programme generates knowledge
which is relevant to people and policy-makers for improving health status, reducing health
inequalities and enhancing the wellbeing of populations living in urban environments.

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
The STC Community is addressing Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women (GEEW) by
promoting campaigns and specific initiatives related to gender mainstreaming in governance and
operations; the study of the GEEW issues in sciences; and activities targeted specifically at women
and girls in sciences. Some examples are reported below:
1

The Organizing Partners of the STC Major Group are: the International Council for Science (ICSU), the International Social Science
Council
(ISSC)
and
the
World
Federation
of
Engineering
Organizations
(WFEO)
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/majorgroups/scitechcommunity.
2
www.urbanhealth.cn
3
IAMP – now IAP for Health
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-

GenderInSITE, Gender in science, innovation, technology and engineering (SITE), is an
international initiative to promote the role of women in science, innovation, technology and
engineering, and to demonstrate how applying a gender lens to SITE can provide deeper
insights, more effective programmes and more sustainable outcomes in the context of
development. Its mission is to inspire transformative actions and more effective development
by understanding the impacts of SITE on women and men and how women and men can
contribute to SITE. GenderInSITE is working with ICSU and ISSC towards furthering a
gender-lens in international science production and coordination, also to further enable
gender-lens in transdisciplinary science for sustainable development and to promote gendertransformative actions, also taking into account ICSU Committee on Freedom and
Responsibility in the conduct of Science’s advisory note on “Mobility and Field Research in
the Sciences: Gender Equality and Prevention of Harassment4”.

-

WFEO via its Women In Engineering Standing Committee has developed awareness-raising
material concerning gender-biases and gender-transformative actions, for instance related to
equal opportunities within the engineering profession and corporate programs to attract, retain
and promote women engineers.

-

IAP has conducted a first comprehensive survey of IAP member academies to ascertain the
inclusion and participation of women scientists and the results were published in the report
‘Women for Science: Inclusion and participation in academies of science’5.

Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development
The international scientific community has focused on the study of oceans for many decades. Here are
some example of such activities:
-

-

-

The Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research (SCOR)6 was established by ICSU in 1957
to further international scientific activity in all branches of oceanic research. SCOR examines
problems and identifies elements that would benefit from enhanced international action,
including improvement of scientific methods, design of critical experiments and measurement
programmes, and relevant aspects of science policy; fosters recognition of individual marine
scientists and laboratories; presents the views of marine scientists to the appropriate
international community; and co-operates with national and international organizations
concerned with scientific aspects of ocean research and inter-related activities. Among its
current projects, there is the Second International Indian Ocean Expedition (IIOE-2) with its
objective "to advance our understanding of the Indian Ocean and its role in the Earth System
in order to enable informed decisions in support of sustainable development and the wellbeing of humankind.
The Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS)7, established in 1992 and co-sponsored by
ICSU, IOC of UNESCO, WMO, and UNEP, enables the state of the ocean to be described, its
changing conditions to be forecasted, and its effects on climate change to be predicted, and to
facilitate sustainable development by ocean users and managers. GOOS helps nations meet
their commitments under the UN Conventions on Climate Change and on Biodiversity,
Agenda 2030 and of the UN Global Plan of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land Based Sources of Pollution, as well as national obligations under the
conventions and action plans of UNEP’s Regional Seas Programme.
The recently established multi-stakeholder platform Ocean Knowledge-Action Network, led
by Future Earth, facilitates the formation of transdisciplinary teams and new integrative
initiatives for knowledge generation and implementation of SDG14.

4

http://www.icsu.org/freedom-responsibility/advisory-documentation/mobility-and-field-research-in-the-sciences-gender-equality-andprevention-of-harassment
5
http://www.interacademies.net/Publications/29832.aspx
6
www.scor-int.org
7
http://www.ioc-goos.org/
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These are some examples of flagship activities on thematic issues, but it is important also to recall here
other international initiatives which encompass the broader scope of Agenda 2030, namely Future Earth
which promotes co-designed integrated research across all of the SDGs8 domains, the International
Network of Government Science Advisors (INGSA) which enhances global science-policy interface as
well as the ongoing Science International’s Open Data Campaign9.

C.

Enhancing integrated approaches by addressing trade-offs and synergies

Following an integrated approach to implementing the SDGs is, first of all, necessary as the economic,
social and environmental dimensions addressed under each individual SDG must be addressed in an
integrated, policy coherent manner. Second, there are significant interactions between most of the
goals: interactions can be positive in terms of synergies or negative as possible trade-offs. Some of
these interactions (e.g., “food-water-energy nexus”) have been widely studied; others are less known.
The greatest concern is that implementation of the SDGs at local, national and regional levels does not
address possible trade-offs, for example on climate change, economic growth and energy. Indeed, one
of the key findings of the “Review of Targets for the Sustainable Development Goals”10 by ICSUand
ISSC found that there remain major challenges in ensuring an integrated approach and avoiding a
siloed implementation of the goals.
The STC has been specifically outspoken in referring to the 2030 Agenda as an “integrated agenda”. A
science-informed analysis of interactions across SDG domains is currently lacking. However a better
understanding of possible trade-offs as well as synergistic relations between different SDGs is crucial
for ensuring long-lasting sustainable development outcomes. To fill this gap, ICSU in collaboration
with a number of other international and national scientific organizations has completed a report testing
ways to systematically identify and score interactions across the 17 SDGs and their targets using a
common methodology. Using a seven-point scale this methodology takes the analysis of interactions
beyond the simple categories of “synergies” and “trade-offs”. The report entitled “A guide to SDG
interactions: from science to implementation” presents a pilot application of the methodology by
analyzing four SDGs in detail (SDG2, SDG3, SDG7 and SDG14). The intended audience of this report
are policymakers, practitioners and scientists working at the global, regional, national and local level
on implementing or supporting the implementation of the SDGs. The report will be available on the
ICSU website11.
The analysis is based on key underlying principles, namely:
-

All SDGs interact with one another, as by design they are an integrated set of global priorities and
objectives that are fundamentally interdependent.

-

Understanding the range of positive and negative interactions among SDGs is key to unlocking
their full potential at any scale, as well as to ensuring that progress made in some areas is not made
at the expense of progress in others. The nature, strengths and potential impact of these interactions
are largely context-specific and depend on the policy options and strategies chosen to pursue them.

-

SDG16 and SDG17 are key to turning the potential for synergies into reality, although they are not
always specifically highlighted as such throughout the report. For many if not all goals, having in
place effective governance systems, institutions, partnerships, and intellectual and financial
resources is key to an effective, efficient and coherent approach to implementation.

8

http://www.futureearth.org/
Accord at www.icsu.org/science- international/accord; endorsement-form at
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LGAoUnS3vJ1-3yc5d-PZNlMyGoeKRNm4fbwXnL1qw78/viewform
10
ICSU/ISSC Report at http://www.icsu.org/publications/reports-and-reviews/review-of-targets-for-the-sustainable-development-goals- the-scienceperspective-2015.
11
www.icsu.org
9
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The report builds on the methodological framework for understanding SDG interactions proposed in
Nilsson, M., Griggs, D. and Visbeck M, 2016. Map the interactions between Sustainable Development
Goals. Nature, 534:320-322.
A key objective of the scoring approach to interactions is to stimulate more science-policy dialogue on
the importance of interactions, to provide a starting point for policymakers and other stakeholders to set
their priorities and implementation strategies, and to engage the policy community in further
knowledge developments in this field.
In the new ICSU report, using the 7-point scale, a team of scientists evaluated the key target-level
interactions between an ‘entry goal’ and all other goals, and attributed a score to these interactions
based on their expert judgment and as justified through the scientific literature.
Interactions for Food/Agriculture (SDG2), Health (SDG3), Energy (SDG7) and Oceans (SDG14) were
tested using the scoring framework. This selection represents a mixture of key goals aimed at human
wellbeing, ecosystem services and natural resources – it does not imply any prioritisation. Each of
these goals exhibits both positive and negative target-level interactions with the other SDGs. The four
SDGs analysed in detail in this report are mostly synergistic with the other SDGs. Main findings from
the perspective of SDG2 are in Box 1
Box 1
“SDG2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture
Together with ending poverty, eradicating hunger around the world is central to the 2030 Agenda. SDG2
frames this in the context of eradicating malnutrition through increasing agricultural production
sustainably. SDG2 in itself is a compelling case for recognising and managing interdependencies:
achieving food and nutrition security, and increasing agricultural production and income for farmers,
while achieving resilient and sustainable food systems will be challenging to achieve simultaneously.
Key interactions with other goals
SDG2-SDG1 Eradicating poverty cannot be achieved without ensuring food and nutrition security for all.
While SDG2 is a strong enabler for SDG1, increasing agricultural production, productivity and incomes
require complementary policies that benefit the poor and vulnerable communities in rural areas and
reduce their exposure to adverse environmental shocks.
SDG2-SDG3 Health and wellbeing cannot be achieved without access to a sufficient quantity and quality
of food. How the SDG2 targets related to increasing agricultural production and productivity are
implemented, will have a major influence on soil and water quality, land use, and ecosystem health and
functioning, which are key environmental determinants of health. Other factors such as rural income
stability from agriculture and related sectors are also important. Achieving SDG3 supports SDG2,
because a healthy population is essential for achieving nutrition and agricultural production targets.
SDG2-SDG5 Achieving the targets related to access to food, quality nutrition for all, and agricultural
incomes will provide key enabling conditions for women’s empowerment and gender equality as it opens
up development opportunities for women. Conversely, gender equality and enhancing women’s rights can
help achieve the targets related to sustainable, increased food production and nutrition, and can enhance
the role of women in agriculture.
SDG2-SDG6 Food production is strongly dependent on and affects the quality and availability of water,
because boosting agricultural production can increase water withdrawals and worsen land and water
degradation. Moreover, achieving nutrition targets requires access to clean water and sanitation.
Counteracting these potential trade-offs will require sustainable agricultural systems and practices, and
enhanced water governance to manage growing and competing demands on water resources.
SDG2-SDG7 Agriculture, food production and consumption are strongly dependent on energy services;
conversely biomass and agricultural waste are potential sources of renewable energy. However,
competition over the same resources (land, water) can result in trade-offs between both goals.
4
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SDG2-SDG13 Agriculture is an important source of greenhouse gas emissions and so contributes to
climate change. Conversely, climate change has wide-ranging impacts on agriculture and food security
through extreme weather events as well as long-term climatic changes (such as warming and precipitation
changes) and will significantly constrain the achievement of SDG2. Sustainable agricultural practices play
an important role in climate adaptation and mitigation (such as improving soils and land quality, genetic
diversity, and bioenergy).
SDG2-SDG15 Healthy ecosystems provide vital services from soil and water quality, to genetic diversity,
and pollination. Agriculture is a key driver impacting ecosystems. Sustainable agricultural systems and
practices contribute to ecosystem health. However, increased agricultural production and productivity, if
not sustainable, can result in deforestation and land degradation, jeopardising long-term food security. A
careful balance is needed between achieving food for all and conserving and restoring ecosystems.
75 target level interactions: 50 (positive), 1 (neutral) and 24 (negative)
Implications for implementation
Eradicating hunger and ensuring food security is a bottom-line requirement for achieving sustainable
development and wellbeing. This will require a careful and context-sensitive assessment of the needs and
critical trade-offs that may occur with other goals and targets. Multi-level governance and multistakeholder partnerships, capacity development from the institutional to the individual level, resource
mobilisation towards research, innovation and technology development to mitigate trade-offs and
supportive policies and investments are needed to realise the full potential of SDG2 and related targets
and goals.”
[from: ICSU, 2017. A guide to SDG interactions: from science to implementation.]
This analysis found no fundamental incompatibilities between goals (i.e. where one target as defined in
the 2030 Agenda would make it impossible to achieve another). However, it did identify a set of
potential constraints and conditionalities that require coordinated policy interventions to shelter the
most vulnerable groups, promote equitable access to services and development opportunities, and
manage competing demands over natural resources to support economic and social development within
environmental limits.
The process of systematically identifying and scoring interactions across the 17 SDGs using a common
terminology is very valuable. It allows broad multi-disciplinary and multi-sectoral conversations,
makes it possible to synthesise knowledge and to scope knowledge needs, and provides rational and
concrete focal points (clusters of targets that need to be addressed together) for an integrated approach
to implementation and monitoring.
This approach provides a basis for a science-policy dialogue on translating integrated science for the
achievement of the SDGs. As a tool for policy coherence, it provides an understanding of the conflicts
and synergies to be managed across government departments and sectors, understanding where the
emphasis should be put for efficient and effective action, and identifies who needs to be brought to the
table to achieve collective impacts across multiple interacting policy domains.
D. Enhancing science and technology - means of implementation for the SDGs
As part of the means of implementation and enabling conditions for achieving the Agenda 2030, an
enhanced partnership between policy-makers, practitioners, scientists and other sectors of civil society
is key to jointly identify critical questions that need to be addressed; co-produce knowledge that
effectively supports decision-making at different scales; and co-deliver solutions supported by
scientific evidence.
There is a critical need for much enhanced harnessing of both science and technology for sustainable
development. We urge developing and developed countries alike to scale up national science and
technology activities and capacity targeted on sustainable development, and encourage stronger
5
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collaboration across scientific and policy communities. Governments should also enhance support for
international cooperation in relevant scientific research, scientific and technological capacity building,
knowledge sharing and innovation, and in further applying a gender-lens to the scientific enterprise.
Furthermore, recalling the Appel for Peace from the United Nations Secretary-General12, the STC
would like to underline the key role that science, technology and innovation can play in furthering
peace and international dialogue, as underlined by the theme “Science For Peace” of the upcoming
World Science Forum13 which will be held in the Kingdom of Jordan (7-11 November 2017).

12
13

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-01-01/appeal-peace-un-secretary-general-antonio-guterres
http://worldscienceforum.org/
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Volunteer Groups Sectoral Position Paper for HLPF 2017 on the theme ‘Eradicating poverty and
promoting prosperity in a changing world’

The unique contribution of volunteering to sustainable development
Volunteers and volunteer effort are essential to the successful implementation of the 2030 Agenda,
and to achieving the aim of eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity. Without the contributions
made by millions of volunteers, properly supported and enabled, the aim of eradicating poverty and
promoting prosperity will not be realised.
Volunteers help to extend the reach of a range of SDG-related services. Volunteering, when properly
supported, facilitates access to services in health, education and many other areas to some of the
poorest, most marginalised or most vulnerable communities, ensuring that no-one is left behind.
Volunteerism makes a distinct contribution to sustainable development. By being embedded within
communities, volunteers build strong, reciprocal personal and working relationships. Volunteers and
the people they work alongside have a mutual understanding of each other's experience, skills and
networks and can generate solutions that are locally owned and sustained. Volunteers contribute to
processes of long-term, culturally and contextually appropriate, respectful, effective and sustainable
capacity development. Volunteers foster an exchange of skills and knowledge, particularly concerning
appropriate development, good governance and civil society, but also on more personal and
philosophical levels between volunteers and their host organisations and communities. This leads to
the integration of the rich cross-cultural experiences and understandings gained by volunteers into the
culture and life of communities, thus contributing to positive global transformation.
This approach can create a bridge between ‘hard’ development outcomes, such as increased numbers
of children in secondary schools, and the softer development outcomes such as greater participation
and influence of individuals in decision-making processes. Volunteers help create trust between
people. It is these softer outcomes that can make development more sustainable. As a civic
engagement mechanism, it harnesses the ingenuity of people in addressing the challenges of
sustainable development and is a key driver for positive change, building on the foundation of
solidarity, cooperation and mutual accountability.
Volunteering is a conveyor of impact for the volunteer
For poor and marginalised people, including minority indigenous peoples, refugees, those with
disabilities, and others who are all too often on the edges of society, the opportunity to volunteer is a
chance to move from being a passive recipient to being actively engaged in development processes.
The act of volunteering is often the first route through which individuals begin to actively engage in
their community and become empowered to realise their rights. Volunteers build relationships based
on trust with members of their communities and in turn help those communities establish ways of
participating in and guiding their own development.
Follow-up and review, and community-led monitoring
National statistical offices alone will not be responsible for SDG monitoring. There is a role for
citizens to voluntarily support, engage with and monitor SDG implementation at community, local
and national levels
levels, and to ensure that governments hear a greater range of voices and are held to
account for reaching the most marginalised groups as they implement the SDGs.
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Citizen-led monitoring offers opportunities to not only collect data at a level that is closer to poor and
marginalised people, but, when combined with participatory processes, has the potential to empower
people in realising their rights as citizens. The data revolution can change power dynamics between
citizens, governments and the private sector, and will be most successful if marginalised people are
driving the agenda for their own progress.
Member States and the HLPF have a key role in creating an enabling environment to ensure that we
make the most of volunteer effort
Volunteerism is a universal phenomenon, but it does not occur at uniform rates, nor is it uniformly
effective. It is strongest when it is recognised and supported. Where governments have created a
conducive environment for civic engagement, and more particularly for volunteer participation – or
where they have been responsive to volunteer-led community initiatives – volunteers are more
effective in SDG implementation.
Some governments recognise the value of systematic legislation, policies, structures and programs for
volunteer engagement, and have structures to enable more people to volunteer.
National and local government, the UN system, the private sector, volunteer groups and volunteers
themselves have a role to play in creating and sustaining an enabling environment for volunteerism.
When this succeeds, we unlock the power of volunteerism and enable volunteers to make the greatest
possible contribution to poverty eradication and the promotion of prosperity.
The social, legal and political context in which volunteers operate matters greatly for what they can or
cannot contribute to efforts to eradicate poverty. The political bargain between states and citizens, the
constitution and legal framework, the social fabric in different countries, the interaction between local,
national and global governance, the diversity of governance actors working at various levels – all are
elements that affect who can and cannot enter spaces, whose voices are heard, and who influences
decision-making.
Volunteering and the focus goals for HLPF 2017
Volunteers will be essential to the achievement of the goals to be reviewed in depth at this year’s
HLPF. Here are some examples:
Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
Volunteers are crucial links in the diverse chains of action needed to end poverty and create
economically productive opportunities for all citizens.
Much of the institutional infrastructure for delivering social assistance the world over is in the hands
of volunteers who make it possible for food banks, homeless shelters, drug abuse prevention clinics,
workforce training centres, micro-finance self-help groups, and a host of other organisations to
boost the living standards of people mired in poverty or in danger of falling into it.
Beyond that, people the world over engage in advocacy activities to collaboratively promote
improvements in social protection systems, expansions of economic opportunity for women,
protection of children, and safeguards against environmental and other shocks and disasters.
Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture
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Volunteers extend new knowledge into rural settings. They assist farmers in organising themselves,
and promote agricultural production and consumption cooperatives. They operate feeding programs,
distribute nutrition packages to pregnant women and provide nutrition education. They distribute
contraceptive devices, promote birth control and channel capital to small farmer producers.
Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Throughout the world, volunteers provide vital supplements to the health care available through
government health provision, reaching out to especially marginalised and excluded groups, and
delivering healthcare to the most needy populations in even the most dangerous contexts, often at
great risk, as the recent battle against the Ebola crisis in West Africa powerfully demonstrated.
Because volunteers work closely with local communities, they build strong links based on mutual
respect and trust. For this reason, they are able to deliver sensitive messages to communities and
thus make a critical contribution to dealing with the scourges of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria
and other diseases.
Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Volunteerism can provide women with leadership experience and access to local political structures,
provide educational opportunities for women students, help women start businesses, educate women
on financial literacy, offer venues to campaign against harmful practices such as child marriage and
female genital mutilation, promote access to reproductive education and reproductive health, work
to combat violence against women, encourage female political participation, and generally work to
protect women’s civil, political and economic rights.
Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster
innovation
Mutual aid and self-help groups have been crucial providers of micro-credit resources that have
allowed small- and mid-sized enterprises to grow. These new businesses are important sources of
social innovation, devising new, more effective ways to address and reduce social and economic
problems that would otherwise absorb valuable governmental resources.
Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development
Volunteers have long been important advocates for sustainable conservation of the oceans and
protecting endangered species, cleaning trash and waste, rehabilitating marine life, and engaging in
issues like overfishing and deep-sea drilling. With new pressures on sea resources as a result of
global warming, these are important voices.
Volunteer Groups Recommendations
Volunteer groups make the following recommendations to the HLPF for 2017, and in future years:
1. Formally recognise the contribution of volunteering to the implementation of the SDGs in the
Member States’ voluntary national reviews
2. Ensure that Volunteer groups are fully recognised and supported in the national plans and
strategies for implementing the 2030 Agenda
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3. Note the commitment of volunteer groups to sharing in the accountability for the successful
delivery of the SDGs
4. Follow the lead of Member States by affirming their full support for the implementation of
A/RES/67/290, which supports the participation of non-governmental actors
5. Ensure the data for monitoring the SDGs is captured through participatory processes and
includes the perspectives of the most marginalised voices, as well as the volunteers that work
closest to them
6. Ensure the accountability, transparency and review framework for the SDGs involves
community consultation at all levels, including representation of the most marginalised
voices, as well as the volunteers that work closest to them
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Women’s Major Group
High Level Political Forum – Position Paper (2017)

Executive Summary
More than ever, women and girls are most greatly affected by inequality, yet they are also key
actors of sustainable development, knowledgeable in providing solutions to challenges. With just
13 years to implement the ambitious 2030 Agenda, issues such as climate change and ecological
damage magnify the urgency of action needed to reach every woman and every girl of every age,
place, ability and status.
“Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world” where just eight men hold
the same wealth as the poorest half of the world requires tackling systemic barriers and structural
inequalities, including neoliberalist capitalism, fundamentalisms, racism and patriarchy, that
cause and exacerbate inequalities; it also requires addressing issues off militarism, corporate
influence, consumption and production and shrinking civil society space.
Gender inequality (SDG 5) is one of the most pervasive inequalities, evidenced by numbers of
women living in poverty (SDG 1); discriminatory laws/policies targeting women, including
unequal inheritance or criminalization of abortion (SDGs 2, 3); predominant unsustainable
industrial agriculture/fisheries models pushing out small farmers and artisanal fisherpeople,
majority of whom are women (SDGs 2, 14); and reduction/elimination of essential services and
infrastructure women and girls rely on, such as education/health services and social protection
(SDGs 3, 9).
Solutions by, with and for women as actors in sustainable development must be elevated to guide
coherence in addressing multiple SDGs, alongside systemic barriers. For example, women’s
groups support organic agriculture and solar energy cooperatives to produce healthy food,
generate decent income and mitigate climate change (SDGs 1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 13).
The Women’s Major Group highlights 5 essential areas for action:
● Women’s Human Rights - Take a democratization and human rights-based approach to
SDGs implementation
○ Recognise human rights and the rights and free, prior and informed consent of
Indigenous Peoples, local communities, and women in all their diversity
○ Ensure safety of environmental and women human rights defenders
○ Safeguard bodily autonomy, end violence against women, and enhance respect for
girls and women of all ages, including by respecting, protecting and fulfilling
sexual and reproductive rights
○ Mainstream gender equality
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Ensure women’s participation in peace negotiations and decision-making
processes in humanitarian contexts.
Meaningful Participation - Tokenistic representation will not be a solution
○ Institutionalize participation mechanisms for rightsholders in an inclusive and
equitable manner
○ At HLPF create significant participatory spaces for Major Groups and other
Stakeholders (MGoS)
○ At regional sessions, ensure civil society can express diverse voices rather than
one consolidated voice
○ Openly promote women’s civil society participation in preparing voluntary
national reports
○ Provide sufficient time for MGoS to dialogue with reporting countries
Civil Society Space - Member States and civil society must work together closely to
maintain and enhance the space, building strength from diversity
Finance - Directly resource women’s rights groups
Accountability - All actors have responsibility to Agenda 2030
○ Corporations must assess and address their impact through a binding framework
○ Governments must localize the SDGs, build baselines and creatively collect and
analyze disaggregated data
○ Governments must develop mechanisms to ensure engagement of women-led
organizations in localization and monitoring of SDGs
○ Develop new measures to understand the sustainability of natural resources use
and management, the sustainability of consumption and production and the level
of the gender equality index
○

●

●
●
●

To the SDGs and a transformative 2030 Agenda, Member States and all actors must address the
gender and human rights dimensions of each goal and linkages between goals, taking into
account women and girls of all ages and diversities.

[1]

Oxfam | Even It Up. (January 2017). An Economy for the 99%. Available:

https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/file_attachments/bp-economy-for-99-percent-160117-en.pdf

- 168 -

Women’s Major Group
High Level Political Forum –Position Paper (2017)

1. Introduction
Achieving gender equality, the realization of women’s human rights and the empowerment of all
women and girls is essential to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Gender
equality is cross-cutting, beyond just SDG 5 and gender equality must be mainstreamed in the
implementation of all other goals.
Issues such as climate change, global warming, ocean acidification, and ecological damage
render an unprecedented urgency to the entire 2030 Agenda, while multiple and intersecting
forms of discrimination and systemic barriers exacerbate human rights violations,
marginalisation and vulnerability of women and girls of all ages and diversities. More than ever,
women and girls are those most greatly affected by inequality, yet they are also key actors of
sustainable development, knowledgeable in providing solutions to problems.
Marginalization and inequality:
● Women and girls constitute the majority of people living in extreme poverty and make
up two-thirds of the 796 million people worldwide who are illiterate. This is in part due
to the intersection of inequalities and discrimination but also because poverty limits
access to basic education and services (SDGs 1, 4)
● The predominant industrial agricultural and fisheries models are not sustainable and
favour large agribusinesses and distant water fisheries, while pushing out small farmers
and artisanal fisherpeople, a majority of whom are women who typically employ more
sustainable practices (SDGs 2, 14)
● Sexual and reproductive health and rights violations continue to undermine and
infringe on women and girls’ bodily autonomy and the agency over decisions about
their bodies (SDGs 3, 5)
● Women’s health is compromised when women’s bodies are targeted by systemic and
often epidemic levels off sexual and gender based violence against women and girls in
all of their diversity; by ecological threats from pollution, waterway and land
degradation; by transnational corporations that displace local jobs and women’s
livelihoods; and by failure to uphold sexual and reproductive health and rights (SDG 5
and all others)
● Discriminatory laws and policies that target women, such as laws criminalizing
abortion, forced pregnancy testing in the workplace, or unequal inheritance and
citizenship laws, deny women their human rights and inhibit their participation in the
public sphere (SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8)
3
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● Harmful practices, such as child, early and forced marriage and female genital
mutilation, can lead to daily psychosocial stress for women and girls and have long
term deleterious impacts on women’s mobility, choices, health and well-being (SDGs
3, 4, 5, 9)
● Women and girls in climate frontline communities experience severe loss and damage.
Decreased resilience in such communities exacerbates impacts, especially where
climate-related losses are severe/permanent and where there are existing high levels of
gendered social and economic inequalities (SDGs 1, 3, 5, 13, 14, 15)
● Women are specifically affected by waterway and marine litter due to nanoparticles in
water and seafood, affecting their overall health and reproductive systems (SDG 14)
● Women suffer from the removal, reduction or elimination off essential services and
infrastructure that women and girls rely on to reduce their unpaid care burden. This
includes education and health services, social protection and pensions, and access to
safe and accessible roads, food, water and sanitation (SDGs 5, 6, 9, 17)

Solutions with, by and for women:
● Women’s rights organizations, feminist groups and social movements and allies are
leading the way through advocacy and activism; project development and
implementation; data collection, research, and analysis; and monitoring, evaluation and
reporting at local and national levels - consciously addressing multiple SDGs
● Cross-movement building and joint advocacy by feminist, women’s human rights,
climate and labor groups brought coherence between the Commission on the Status of
Women and the Paris Climate Agreement, enshrining language that expands the
concept of a ‘just transition’ to low carbon economies for workers to also address the
sexual division of labor and ensure gender just and equitable transition (SDGs 4, 5, 8,
9, 13, 17)
● Women’s groups, including grassroots, train and build capacity on diverse topics: food
safety (SDG 2), healthy lifestyles across the lifecourse and comprehensive sexuality
education (SDG 3), climate-resilient agriculture (SDGs 2, 13), understanding and
exercising rights (SDG 5), accessing credit (SDG 5), and using the SDGs in advocacy
work (SDG 17)
● As the main producers of staple crops, women of all ages play a critical role in making
a transition to sustainable agricultural economies through agro-ecological practices and
knowledge-sharing; they require and advocate for access to credit, recognized land
ownership, land tenure and access and control over natural resources to do so1 (SDGs
1, 2, 5)

1

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/733Women.pdf
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● Women's groups support climate resilience, climate mitigation, healthy food production
and income-generation through agro-ecological practices and solar energy (SDGs 1, 2,
5, 8, 9)
● Women in fisheries organize in the Pacific to seek recognition for paid and unpaid
labour of women that goes towards sustaining the fisheries and fishing communities,
highlighting the right of women to participate in decision-making. They call for
increased access to financing, capacity building and technical assistance for women in
small-scale fishing communities to participate in, and take responsibility for, integrated
management of small scale and artisanal fisheries based on recognition and protection
of access rights to marine resources. This includes increased access to sustainable and
fair trade markets to improve the socio-economic situation of fishers and fish workers
within the context of sustainable fisheries management (SDGs 1, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14).
● Governments should ensure effective support provisions and public investment in
social protection programs and floors so that women are fully recognized for their
contribution to the economy through their unpaid domestic and care work, not invisibly
subsidizing it (SDGs 1, 3, 5, 8, 17).
● Women are key actors in small-scale renewable energy production, including as
entrepreneurs; as key consumers of energy, can promote conservation policies (SDG
7).
To achieve gender equality and the SDGs, all must take action to overcome systemic barriers
leading to inequalities within and between countries; adequately address the gender and human
rights dimensions of each goal and linkages between goals; ensure policy coherence; and commit
to genuine accountability processes, including meaningful engagement of civil society and
justice for women’s human rights defenders.
2. Addressing the systemic barriers
Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a world where just eight men hold the same
wealth as the poorest half of the world2 requires flipping the status quo. Time is running out.
Tackling systemic barriers and structural inequalities means recognising and responding to the
intertwined systemic issues off neoliberalist capitalism, fundamentalisms, militarism, racism and
patriarchy as systemic drivers of gender and other forms of inequality. It is imperative to take a
democratization and rights-based approach with a clear and justice-focused definition of
prosperity that fully recognizes concepts such as buen vivir, ecological sustainability and
sufficiency and climate justice.
2

Oxfam | Even It Up. (January 2017). An Economy for the 99%. Available:
https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/file_attachments/bp-economy-for-99-percent-160117-en.pdf

5
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In this paper, the WMG highlights a set of systemic issues that diminish, undermine and infringe
on women’s human rights and the success of the SDGs: militarism, corporate influence,
consumption and production patterns, and shrinking civil society space.
Militarism
Militarised political economies increase poverty, inequalities and violence against women by
limiting investment in gender equitable social development while devastating communities and
economies affected by armed conflict, and prioritizing defence expenditures over social sector
spending. This is opposite of the right to development, and the “innovative finance” called for
from Agenda 21(1992) to Beijing (1995) to the 2030 Agenda (2015).3 Global military
expenditure was more than 12 times global expenditure for Official Development Assistance
(ODA)4 in 2010, and the income of the global feminist movement ($106 million for 740
women’s organizations) was less than the cost of a single F-35 Fighter plane ($137 million).5
Arms transfers may be financially lucrative but cost dearly in human rights and peace: In 2016,
civil society shadow reports found that arms sales from Germany contributed to gender based
violence and violence against women (SDG 5) in India, Iraq, Mexico; Yemen6 also found that
arms transfers from the United Kingdom, Sweden, and France violated obligations on economic,
social and cultural rights in Yemen including on health (SDG 3), education (SDG 4), and
housing (SDG 11).7
Achieving the 2030 Agenda requires ending patriarchal assumptions that devalue and obscure
the care economy while prioritizing war and conflict economies. It requires assessing the
gendered impacts of current investments - from bloated military budgets and privatised services
to emaciated humanitarian and women, peace and security action - and investing in economic
fair play rather than masculine dominance models.

Corporate influence
Over the past 40 years, the world has been both encouraged and coerced into an era in which the
most powerful law is not that of sovereignty but that of neoliberal capitalist supply and demand.
3

Agenda 21, 22.16 (1992); Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action, E.2; (see also SDG 17.1 and 17.3)
Institute for Economics and Peace. “The Economic Cost of Violence Containment.” (April 2017). Available:
http://visionofhumanity.org/app/uploads/2017/04/The-Economic-Cost-of-Violence-Containment.pdf (p. 207)
5
See http://www.awid.org/news-and-analysis/20-years-shamefully-scarce-funding-feminists-and-womens- rightsmovements#sthash.m7CnwqtT.dpuf
6
The Impact of Germany's Arms Transfers on Women: Germany's Extraterritorial Obligations under CEDAW
(Joint Shadow Report CEDAW Committee, 66th Session). Available:
www.reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Publications/CEDAW-Germany.pdf
7
Explosive Weapons and the Right to Health, Education and Adequate Housing: Extraterritorial Obligations of
France, Sweden, and the United Kingdom under CESCR (Shadow reports to CESCR 58th session)
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/resources/publications-and-research/publications/10914-explosive-weaponsand-the-right-to-health-education-and-adequate-housing
4
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Of the 100 largest economies in the world, 51 are corporations, and only 49 are countries.8 The
rising power and extended reach of corporations - which can sometimes exceed the power of
states - in the current era of globalisation, extractivism, impunity and extreme inequality is an
urgent challenge.
Since corporations are dedicated to making profit while states are obligated to uphold a social
contract, disparities in power often create conflicts between action for profit and action for
human rights, peace, and sustainability. For example, forced evictions by mining companies in
Guatemala involved gang rape9 (SDG 5) while women in the mining sector in the Democratic
Republic of Congo have no safe access to water (SDG 6), food (SDG 2), education (SDG 4), or
health (SDG 3), while generally engaged in the most toxic work at the mining sites (SDG 8).10
The private sector is held up as a source of innovative finance, yet corporate tax evasion, illicit
financial flows and lack of transparency diminish public funding sources for sustainable
development, gender equality and universal human rights.
Consumption and production
Unsustainable production and consumption patterns are inextricably linked to a neoliberal
capitalist system that values growth and profit
profit over justice, sustainability and sufficiency. These
patterns exacerbate unequal distribution of resources11 and negatively impact achievement of
gender equality and women’s human rights.
Extractivist, profit-oriented patterns of production and consumption contribute to climate change
(SDG 13), ocean acidification (SDG 14), pollution, excess traffic and waste (SDGs 6, 7, 8, 9, 11,
12), which impact food security (SDG 2), health (SDG 3), water (SDG 6), soil (SDG 2) and air
quality (SDG 13) for many, and bring prosperity for few. These patterns are primary contributors
to greenhouse gas emissions that are responsible for climate change and are the historic
responsibility of developed countries, in the context of common but differentiated
responsibilities.
In the larger context of inequality, racism and intersecting discriminations, the impacts from
overproduction and consumption are more intense for marginalized populations whose
neighborhoods are often the site of overcrowding, polluting industry and heavy traffic (SDG 10).
Additionally, due to gendered roles, it is most often women who take care of children, the ill,
people with disabilities and the elderly, and they experience loss of health, education, time and
income and social protection as a result (SDGs 1, 4, 5) and suffer from a lack of access to justice,
in law and in practice.
8

http://www.ips-dc.org/top_200_the_rise_of_corporate_global_power/
http://wilpf.org/indigenous-womens-struggle-against-corporate-abuse-in-guatemala/
10
http://www.peacewomen.org/resource/case-study-corporations-peace-and-gender-equality-drc
11
http://www.wedo.org/wp-content/uploads/S_Consumption-English_Final1.pdf
9
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Shrinking civil society space
Civil society organizations have the capacity to mobilize financial and human resources
necessary to successful implementation of SDGs, ensuring that the historically-ignored
indicators, such as women’s empowerment and gender equality (Targets 5.a, 5.b, 5.c) and
participatory and representative decision-making (Target 16.7), do not fall into silos of the statecentric mechanisms.12 But feminist and women led groups and social movements, and women
and environmental human rights defenders, who are on the frontlines of SDG monitoring and
implementation, are often overlooked and undervalued when budgets and projects for sustainable
development are decided, compromising their positive impact in some cases.
In other cases, it is civil action itself that is under threat, and civic space is shrinking
worldwide.13 This can be seen in Berta Caceres and others in Honduras, and repressive, punitive
measures against civil society in Colombia14, Syria15, Libya16, Russia17, West Papua18 and
elsewhere19. There are also measures through which member states limit the access of civil
society to international decision-making at the UN.20 The growing trends of political pressures of
member states against civil society signal a real threat to the legitimacy of existing human rights,
rule of law, and the normative framework of international peace, security, and development that
are enshrined in the main principles of the 2030 Agenda.
As duty bearers of human rights, governments have an obligation to their citizens to protect and
uphold human rights. Thus, it is important to entrust civil society with power and resources and
to create safe spaces for candid engagement of civil society with governments that builds trust
for longer-term mutual collaboration. State violence against the members of civil society and
restrictions of their freedoms should be addressed by the international community and individual
governments as a matter of priority. It is of utmost importance to fully protect the lives and
political participation of civil society activists and human rights defenders, ensuring full
12

http://wilpf.org/wilpf_publications/through-the-lens-of-civil-society-summary-report-of-the-public-submissionsto-the-global-study/
13
http://civicus.org/index.php/media-resources/reports-publications/2802-people-power-under-attack-findings-fromthe-civicus-monitor
14
http://www.peacewomen.org/resource/dispatches-investigate-killings-activists-amid-peace-talks-colombia
http://www.peacewomen.org/resource/wilpf-statement-death-threat-women-peace-activist-colombia
15
http://wilpf.org/activism-in-difficult-times-wilpf-holds-a-side-event-of-civil-society-in-syria/
16
http://wilpf.org/wilpf_statements/multidimensional-insecurity-and-its-impacts-on-libyan-women/
17

https://www.boell.de/sites/default/files/uploads/2015/12/20160601_civil_socieity_under_pressure_shrinking_spaces
_englisch.pdf
18
https://etan.org/news/2013/01wpat.htm
19
http://wilpf.org/wilpf_statements/open-letter-to-un-secretary-general-from-wilpf-and-mena-women-civil-societyorganisations/
20
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/womens-meaningful-participation-the-missingingredient_us_58c28dd7e4b0a797c1d39b6f
http://www.france24.com/en/20170310-burundian-peace-activist-barred-un-meeting
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investigations of the crimes committed against them, identifying and prosecuting the intellectual
and material authors of these serious criminal acts.
3. Accountability, data and coherence
Accountability
The sustainable development framework and the human rights framework can and must be
harmonized in order to ensure that states meet their existing obligations under human rights
treaties and their political commitments espoused in the 2030 Agenda.
Agenda 2030 was not drafted in a political or legal vacuum, but in the context of international
agreements and conventions such as the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), Beijing Platform for Action, International
Conference and UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. In this way, a rights-based
approach to sustainable development is not an option, but an obligation.
As the HLPF has a mandate of sharing and peer-learning, utilizing the existing human rights
review mechanisms presents an opportunity to transform the sustainable development agenda
from burgeoning rhetoric into rights realization. In this way, we will ensure that women’s voices
are not only heard, but answered. This is the essence of accountability.
In addition, public-private partnerships should be accountable to citizens, ensuring compliance
with human rights, gender equality, and labour and environmental standards, through a legally
binding corporate accountability mechanism.
Data and indicators
Tracking progress is critical to success of the 2030 Agenda, and if monitoring and evaluation of
programmes are taken seriously, then disaggregated data should be easily available and
accessible. However, data is lacking or incomplete for many indicators, providing an incomplete
picture for women and girls. For example, violence against women, is not tracked well, and data
should be tracked particularly in rural communities and conflict areas or humanitarian contexts.
In addition, many of the most critical indicators for gender equality do not have agreed
methodology yet and, therefore, no globally comparable data. This lack of data weakens the
ability to monitor SDG progress. Greater integration of the human rights system with the
sustainable development agenda can help bridge these data gaps as the statistical community
strengthens and creates agreed methodologies. In addition, the HLPF should create a mechanism
to incorporate shadow reports into the voluntary national review process, as a credible strategy
for filling the current lacuna.

9
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Policy coherence
The SDGs are crucial vehicles to move the world in a sustainable direction, but alone they are far
from enough. The multiple, overlapping and sometimes competing international processes result
in pages and pages of commitments that look good on paper but can be tough to implement for
small countries with limited resources. The HLPF can facilitate greater dialogue and
collaboration between processes, for example the three Rio Conventions to achieve coherent and
mutually supportive climate change, biodiversity and desertification policies, for example, by
connecting the conventions' secretariats and facilitating active cooperation.21
45. Conclusion
Gender equality, good governance, respect for human rights and access to justice are critical
enablers and drivers of shared prosperity and sustainable development. Rights holders and duty
bearers must work together to amplify voices and actions that address the systemic barriers to
sustainable development.
Recommendations in the body of the paper can be summarized in 5 broad categories, with each
more fully described in the Executive Summary:
● Women’s Human Rights - Take a democratization and human rights-based approach to
SDGs implementation
● Meaningful Participation - Ensure more than token representation of women and civil
society
● Civil Society Space - Maintain and enhance the space, building strength from diversity
● Finance - Directly resource women’s rights groups
● Accountability - All actors take responsibility for Agenda 2030
A holistic engagement with Agenda 2030 is the only way to bring transformation. And in our
changing world, the pace must be quick to eradicate poverty and promote prosperity in a way
that reaches every women and every girl of every age, place, ability and status.

56. Contributing organizations
African Women's Rights Collective
All Pakistan Women’s Association
Asia Pacific Alliance for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (APA)
All Pakistan Women’s Association
Asian-Pacific Resource and Research Centre for Women (ARROW)
Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development
21

authors: Simone Lovera Bilderbeek, Joyeeta Gupta, and Mirjam Ros-Tonen. available at:
http://csds.uva.nl/binaries/content/assets/subsites/centre-for-sustainable-developmentstudies/sdg_policy_brief_2_forests_and_biodiversity-final.pdf?1468174964536.
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Association de l’education Environnementale pour les Futurs Générations(AEEFG)
Association for Farmers Rights Defense, AFRD Georgia
Bahir Dar University, Ethiopia
Beyond Beijing Committee
Beyond Beijing Committee-Nepal
CADIRE CAMEROON ASSOCIATION
Centre for Community Economics and Development Consultants Society (CECOEDECON)
Centre for human Rights and Climate change research/Gender Justice and Sustainable
Development Network
CHOICE for Youth & Sexuality
Community Science Centre
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd
Dawn Nelson, WILPF-Ann Arbor
Diverse Voices and Action (DIVA) for Equality, Fiji
Echoes of Women in Africa ( ECOWA )
Ecosystem based Adaptation for Food Security Assembly
Feminist League
FEMNET (African Women Development and Communication Network)
Fundacion para Estudioe investigación de la Mujer - FEIMGender and Water Alliance (GWA)
Gender Equity: Citizenship, Work and Family
Gender-Center, Republic of Moldova
Global Forest Coalition
Global Policy Forum
International Council of Women
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Decent Work for All to Eradicate Poverty and Promote Prosperity
The Decent Work Agenda, in its four dimensions, is a comprehensive and unparalleled framework for
Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world and which interconnects all of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Through job creation, strong social protections systems and
quality public services, better working conditions and access to democratic decision making, people,
communities and countries can lift themselves out of poverty, improve livelihoods, engage in local
development and live together in peace. This happens only when work is decent, environmentally
sound and productive, provides living wages and is underpinned by labour rights, and accessible to all
men and women workers alike, regardless of their migration status.

For the 2017 High Level Political Forum, the international trade union movement will emphasise key
aspects of decent work in relation to SDG 1 and SDG 5,1 as these are particularly important priorities
to the world of work, and are likewise particularly critical to the eradication of poverty and the
promotion of prosperity. In this submission we highlight steps governments can take, in terms of both
policy and investment, in order to ensure that the goals to end poverty and achieve gender equality by
2030 are attainable.

As trade unions, we believe that ending poverty (SDG 1) requires that people have access to decent
livelihoods that are fairly compensated, and that social protection systems are comprehensive and
support inclusion through adequate income support and quality public services. Guaranteeing living
wages in all forms of employment can help tackle in-work poverty, which remains persistent
throughout the world, while establishing social protection floors can ensure that no one is left behind.

We also believe that achieving gender equality (SDG 5) will not be possible without concerted action
to transform labour markets for women’s paid and unpaid work. Closing the gender pay gap requires
a policy of ‘equal pay for work of equal value’. Minimum living wages and measures to promote
women’s equal access to social protection can also help to address gender disparities in income and
reduce poverty. The pursuit of gender equality requires measures to facilitate the reconciliation of
work and family life, particularly through investment in care services. In addition, it will require
breaking down the rigid occupational segregation that has trapped millions of women workers
worldwide in insecure, poorly paid and often dangerous work.

1

SDG 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere; SDG 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
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Minimum living wages to tackle in-work poverty and boost the economy, and the importance of
collective bargaining rights
Working poverty remains a major challenge across the globe. Considering that the working poor
account for more than 700 million people, meeting SDG 1 by 2030 will be impossible if this issue is
left unaddressed.2 Implementing and enforcing a statutory minimum wage guaranteeing an income
that allows people to live with dignity and is essential to reducing poverty.

Beyond the moral obligation to ensure workers are fairly compensated, it is becoming increasingly
clear that the global economy cannot recover through export-led growth alone. Rather, it requires an
expansion of demand, particularly from households. Providing a minimum living wage is an essential
part of building this demand. The decline in the wage share in many countries has contributed to
deficiencies in aggregate demand, which has been detrimental for growth and employment at the
national level as well for the global economy. A 1 per cent point increase in the wage share at global
level could lead to a 0.36 per cent increase in the rate of growth in global GDP.3

Opponents of a minimum living wage often argue that vulnerable workers will not benefit because
their jobs will be abolished when labour costs increase. However, the ILO has pointed out that
employment effects of minimum wages increases are not straightforward. Frequent findings indicate
that employment effects are close to zero and too small to be observable in statistics. 4 Studies in
emerging economies such as Brazil, Indonesia, India and South Africa, suggest that the minimum
wage has either an insignificant or a positive impact on employment and a positive impact on poverty
and income inequality.5 This is confirmed by the World Bank’s World Development Report 2013
assertion that minimum wages have no significant negative impact on the labour market. In its 2016
Employment Outlook, the OECD further highlights the increased skill use, higher productivity and
lower in-work poverty effects that result from higher minimum wages.

Minimum living wages should be should be established through a statutory rule-setting process, withh
the close involvement of social partners (workers and employers organisations). This requires strong
and solid social dialogue. 6 Minimum wages should support adequate livelihoods. The process for
2

http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/--publ/documents/publication/wcms_541211.pdf
3

The case for a coordinated policy mix of wage-led recovery and public investment in the G20, 2014: http://www.ituccsi.org/IMG/pdf/modeling.pdf

4

See ILO Minimum Wage Policy Guide http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/--travail/documents/genericdocument/wcms_508566.pdf
5

ITUC Frontlines Report: 2014 (Feb): Income inequality: Time to deliver an adequate living wage
http://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/ituc_frontlines_february_2014_web-2.pdf
6

ETUC resolution 2017: https://www.etuc.org/documents/commun-strategy-low-and-minimumwages#.WOC_IlJaaV4
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setting them should be evidence-based and they should be regularly reviewed in order to take into
account inflation and changes to the cost of living. Measures should also be taken to promote the
awareness and enforcement of minimum wages. These include the dissemination of clear information
to workers and employers, investigations by labour inspectorates and dissuasive penalties for noncompliance.

In addition, all states should ensure collective bargaining rights in order to achieve fair wages above
the minimum wage level. Accordingly, workers should have the right to organise, join trade unions,
and negotiate appropriate wages and compensation for their work with their employers. National
collective bargaining systems are essential tools to narrow wage differentials and reduce overall
inequality. Evidence shows that a comprehensive collective bargaining system is economically
desirable and that recent attacks on this fundamental right have had disastrous economic and social
consequences that cannot be justified.

Social Protection Systems to end poverty, promote social inclusion, and strengthen resilience
The ability of social protection systems to combat poverty and promote inclusive growth is widely
recognised. Social protection systems provide essential income support and services to protect people
against risk and ensure adequate living standards. They also act as an income distribution tool to
reduce inequalities and serve as important economic stabilisers to create and maintain sustainable
market economies through aggregate demand.

Quality public services form a cornerstone of efforts to end poverty. Austerity measures and cuts to
public services seen in recent years must be reversed; this is not only a matter of governments
delivering on their obligations, but of using some of the most effective tools for combatting
multidimensional poverty. For example, free quality primary and secondary education breaks the
cycle of intergenerational poverty and exclusion, and supports social mobility and decent livelihoods.

Social protection systems should be comprehensive. In line with the principle of universality, they
should go beyond providing simple ‘safety nets’ for the most vulnerable or ‘social insurance’ for
those in formal employment. Unfortunately however, the International Labour Organisation (ILO)
estimates that only 28 per cent of the world’s population enjoy a comprehensive level of social
protection.7 The low global coverage of social protection occurs despite the legal and operational

7

ILO (2014) World Social Protection Report 2014-2015
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basis for governments to ensure an adequate level of social protection for all--ILO Convention 102
and the more recent Recommendation 202.8

Governments and international institutions often put forward the unaffordability of universal social
protection schemes as a reason for reduced access to social protection. However, ILO estimates
suggest that the provision of basic social security benefits would cost less than 2 per cent of GDP, and
a basic set of benefits for all of those who have no access to social security would cost less than 6 per
cent of GDP9. The potential of social protection for supporting employment, creating jobs, fostering
skills development, and contributing to overall economic growth must be taken into consideration
when assessing its budgetary implications.10 Focussing on the up-front costs of social protection alone
ignores the potential for social spending to serve as positive social ‘investments’ that can support
greater resilience.

Furthermore, governments are responsible for providing an adequate fiscal space to support social
policies and must fight to eliminate tax havens, especially in times of crises. This can be done in a
variety of ways, for instance through more redistributive tax systems, by tackling illicit financial
flows, tax avoidance and evasion, by re-allocating public expenditure, and by supporting formal
employment in order to increase tax and social security contributions.11 Governments should therefore
support a swift transition of the informal economy to the formal economy, in line with
Recommendation 204 of the ILO. Governments and global institutions must demonstrate a firm
political commitment to tackling inequalities in income and gender through the decisive
implementation of universal social protection and formalisation of the informal economy as a key
vector for reducing poverty and implementing development. Workers and trade unions should also
play a fundamental role in designing, implementing, managing, and monitoring social protection
schemes. Collective bargaining and social dialogue are prerequisites, in this respect.

Labour market and social policies to close the gender pay gap
The ILO’s Global Wage Report 2016/2017 shows that increasing minimum wages has the potential to
help reduce the gender pay gap, particularly for those at the bottom of the wage distribution scale.
Furthermore, when determined through tripartite consultations, with workers and employers,
minimum wages have the ability to reduce inequalities with no significant impact on overall job
8

The four pillars of the SPFs are :1) health care including maternity care; 2) basic income for children, providing access to
nutrition, education, and care; 3) basic income in case of sickness, unemployment, maternity and disability; 4) basic income
for older persons
9
Frontlines Report: 2014 (April): Social protection http://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/ituc_frontlines_avril_2014_en_web.pdf
10

See for instance, European Commission (2013) Evidence on Demographic and Social Trends. Social Policies'
Contribution to Inclusion, Employment and the Economy
11
See Ortiz et al 2015 ‘Fiscal Space for Social Protection: Options to Expand Social Investments in 187 Countries’. ILO.
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creation. 12 This necessitates that the fundamental rights of workers, like the right to freedom of
association and to bargain collectively, are respected.

Ensuring workers’ freedom of association and right to organise and bargain collectively contributes to
closing the gender pay gap. In the United States, the wage gap between men and women is 11 per cent
for unionised women, compared to 22 per cent on average.13 In the United Kingdom, the wages of
women unionised members are on average 30 per cent higher than those of non-unionised women.14
Trade union membership confers a wage premium on members (Addison, 2014). Estimates range
from 10 per cent to 30 per cent depending on variables, including gender and skill level. In Brazil, this
premium is estimated at 17 per cent (Arbache, 2001). In South Africa, female union members earn
three times as much, as their non-union counterparts.15

Closing the gender pay gap requires reviewing the provision of social protection. When welldesigned, social protection systems can play an important role in reducing gender gaps in employment
and poverty. For instance, adequate maternity, paternity and parental leave can enable work-life
balance, prevent women from dropping out of the labour market after having children and support a
more balanced distribution of work and care responsibilities between women and men.16

The current design of many social protection systems however leads many women to be excluded
from coverage. Women’s underrepresentation in formal employment; higher concentration in parttime, low-paid and precarious work; and frequent gaps in their working lives due to care often lead to
low social security contributions, and in turn inadequate or even inexistent social security entitlements
and a higher risk of poverty, especially in old age. Across the EU, the gap in the level of women and
men’s pensions stands at 40.2 per cent 17 . Adequately crediting periods of care for contributory
benefits, providing survivors’ benefits and ensuring universal access to income support can all help to
reduce these disparities in social protection access, and accordingly the poverty gap between women
and men.

12

http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_537846.pdf

13

http://www.iwpr.org/publications/pubs/the-union-advantage-for-women#sthash.VaUwff5l.dpuf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/trade-union-statistics-2014
15
www.migration.org.za/uploads/docs/ledwith-and-munakamwe-gender-union-leadership-and-collective-bargainingeconomic-and-labour-relations-review.pdf
14

16

The Social Security in Spain provides women workers complementary coverage with each child. Art 60, ley
general sobre Seguridad Social: http://www.segsocial.es/prdi00/groups/public/documents/normativa/095093.pdf
17
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/571363/IPOL_STU(2016)571363_EN.pdf
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Governments must find the right policy and investment balance to ensure that women have equal
access to social protection coverage, are compensated equally for their work and are not discriminated
on the basis of gender. This balance should be achieved with representative worker and employer
organisations.

Investing in the care economy to remove barriers to women’s employment
Women’s unpaid work, at a conservative estimate, contributes $10 trillion a year globally, or 13 per
cent of global gross domestic product (GDP). Women worldwide tend to assume greater
responsibility for unpaid care work as they retain a disproportionate role in caring for the young, sick
and elderly, which imposes a double burden of paid and unpaid work.

Investments in formal care services, such as childcare and long-term care, can help to remove
obstacles to women’s participation in paid work. These services can also have positive effects on
those cared for. For instance, exclusive and continued breastfeeding in the workplace for working
lactating mothers and enrolment in quality early childhood education and care services have been
shown to promote positive health, social, educational and employment outcomes for children later in
life. It has been further shown to play a key role in reducing the intergenerational transmission of
disadvantage.18 The low quality of jobs in the care sector often makes this work unattractive, and can
lead to lower service quality as well as present an obstacle to the expansion of these services.

Governments seeking to expand employment would do well to increase public investment and there
are strong arguments for improving care infrastructure. Evidence shows that such investments would
generate jobs, address the care deficit and reduce gender inequality and would moreover contribute to
more inclusive models of development and growth. 19

Indeed policies that are effective in promoting economic growth and employment are likely to be
those that see an increase in public investment in social and physical infrastructure. Social
infrastructure, the provision of health care, education, and childcare and long-term care for the elderly
or disabled are vital to maintaining and growing the productive capacity of an economy, as well as
being essential ways of developing people’s quality of life.

Ultimately, there is a need for a greater recognition of the benefits of investing in both social
infrastructure and sustainable and environmentally-friendly physical infrastructure, in reaching
beyond its immediate economic and employment effects. The provision of high quality health and
18
19

OECD (2011) Starting Strong III: A Quality toolbox for early childhood education and care

https://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/care_economy_en.pdf
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social care is a feature of civilised, inclusive and healthy societies. Progress towards this aim requires
public investment.

Moreover, investing in both care services and infrastructure, satisfying renewable and
environmentally-friendly criteria are vital steps towards enabling societies to become sustainable. The
two types of investment should be considered together. There is therefore an urgent need to solve the
health and care lacunae and address gender inequalities by making investment in social infrastructure
a priority. Furthermore, investment in physical infrastructure cannot be presented as the only form of
investment that would stimulate employment and economic activity.

Conclusions and Recommendations
- Implement minimum living wages with the full involvement of social partners. Minimum wages
should take into account the cost of living, should be evidence-based and regularly reviewed and
adjusted (e.g., to take into account inflation). Ensure collective bargaining rights in order to
achieve fair wages above the minimum wage level.

- Ensure adequate, universally accessible social protection in line with ILO Convention 102 and
Recommendation 202, taking measures to create fiscal space for social services where needed.

- Bring national laws and enforcement practices on freedom of association, the right to organise and
bargain collectively, and non-discrimination into compliance with ILO core labour standards and
promote social dialogue (between employers and workers). This will set the essential legal
foundation needed to establish and sustain social partnership/social dialogue; to negotiate wage
and social protection frameworks to eliminate poverty; to promote gender equality in the world of
work; and to provide critical tools to the most vulnerable workers to lift themselves off the sinking
floor of poverty, including informal workers, migrant workers, ethnic, racial, and religious
minorities, and the disabled.

- Support the transition from the informal to the formal economy to increase workers’ job and
income security and generate fiscal resources to ensure social protection systems and quality
public services.

- Reduce disparities between women and men’s access to social protection through adequately
crediting periods of care for contributory benefits, providing survivors’ benefits and ensuring
universal access to income support.

7
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- Ensure access to affordable, quality care services to support women’s economic empowerment as
well as promote the well-being of children and others who need care, such as the sick and elderly.

- Enhance the quality of jobs in the formal care sector, in order to improve the attractiveness of care
jobs as well as ensure high-quality service provision.

- Significantly increase investment in quality public services so as to ensure universal access to
healthcare and free primary and secondary education.

- Ratify ILO Convention 189 on Decent Work for Domestic Workers and integrate into national
legislation.
- Follow up the recommendations of the High Level Panel on Women’s Economic Empowerment20
to recognize, redistribute and reduce care work and ensure decent work for paid care workers,
including migrant workers.

20

http://www.womenseconomicempowerment.org/assets/reports/UNWomen17-010313h.pdf
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Summary
1. The 2030 agenda is intended to be universal and transformative, and change our trajectory
towards sustainability. The ambition and the timeline demand the need for drastic changes in our
development paradigms.
2. The key to tackling multidimensional poverty and achieving SDG 1 lies in the shift from the
neoliberal economic paradigm that pursues profit and growth over people and planet.
Multidimensional poverty, understood as a scourge on our planet, requires an end to crippling
austerity policies globally, the active implementation of a universal basic income and caps on
maximum income.
3. SDG 2 must be understood in the context of food sovereignty, to liberate marginalised
communities from their state of external dependence for their own sustenance. Moreover, the
aggressive corporatisation of genetic resources and biodiversity must be reversed in line with a
sovereignty-focused understanding of SDG 2.
4. The changing context of the national and global health landscape, needs to be well incorporated
in policies focused on SDG 3, in order to adequately address emerging issues like antimicrobial
resistance, infectious pandemics, and the shifting burden to non communicable diseases that
threaten progress on health gains. Additionally, the trend of increasing industry influence, and
harsher structural barriers through a more stringent intellectual properties rights regime needs to
be reversed.
5. Certain countries still do not recognise women as constitutionally equal to men. The
empowerment of girls and women, and the achievement of SDG 5 requires holistic legislative and
societal changes, catalysed by targeted state efforts and the inclusion of men and boys in the
effort. These include overcoming social, economic, cultural and political barriers that seek to
control the bodily autonomy of women, their economic mobility and social participation, while
imposing a gender binary view on the society.
6. Infrastructure development should take a regional approach and take into account the needs of
different types of territories- urban and non-urban, after community driven assessments of social,
economic and ecological impact.
7.

To adequately address the complex sustainability challenges of oceans- A planetary boundary,
we need an ethic of evidence based stewardship and work towards a global treaty on oceans and
plastics, while addressing issues of extraterritorial overfishing threatening biodiversity and the
sustenance of populations dependent on oceans.

8. The success of 2030 Agenda requires greater integration and coherence of the various universally
adopted sustainable development frameworks. Some of these include the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction, the New Urban Agenda, the 10 Year Framework of Programs on
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Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns, and the Paris Agreement. These must be
understood as part of a larger international effort towards the universally applicable sustainable.
9. National and international policies should seek to align macroeconomic frameworks with the
three dimensions of sustainable development. Concrete initiatives like UNEP’s Ecological Risk
Integration into Sovereign Credit (E-RISC), and Ecological Tax Reform (ETR) should be
expanded and applied universally, in addition to addressing stranded assets and the transition
from fractional to full reserve banking, as a step towards operationalising a framework that views
the economy as a subset of the environment and society.
10. We need to apply a science policy interface that seeks the appropriate use of sensible data, while
applying context specific technology and purpose driven innovation in synchrony with
indigenous knowledge.
11. Member states should convene a process to classify ecocide as a crime against humanity.
12. In order to achieve rights based participation modalities that ensure protected spaces for critical
segments of society, the Major Groups and other Stakeholders (MGoS), should be formally
engaged in all stages and levels of sustainable development policy.
Introduction
This paper details the inputs of the United Nations Major Group for Children and Youth (UN MGCY) to
the 2017 High Level Political Forum (HLPF) for Sustainable Development corresponding to its theme,
“Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world”. The content is focused on national
implementation, what that means in the context of a ‘changing world’, and how the highlighted priorities
could be incorporated into respective avenues.
2030 Agenda
SDG 1-End poverty in all its forms everywhere
Genuine national implementation of SDG 1 will only be impactful if governments enhance their focus on
targeting multidimensional poverty.
This requires a deliberate move from a neoliberal economic paradigm that, above all, prioritises growth
for the sake of growth, and deems people and planet incidental externalities. In order to make this shift,
the pre-analytical vision of the economic system needs to be reoriented to view the economy as a subset
of the environment and society, not the other way around.
To incorporate this in national implementation plans, we specifically urge for the imposition of caps on
natural resource use, including on the extraction of virgin resources, on a per capita basis in accordance
with global scale planetary boundaries and local bio-capacities.
In addition, all progress on economic and social indicators should be discounted by and compared to
corresponding ecological footprints (including extraterritorial), through mandatory reporting.
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More specifically, national social protection schemes must be tailored to include workers in the informal
sector, migrant workers, refugees, marginalised groups, and those living in precarious conditions,
including for reasons of legal status, and with insecure access to basic services. Due to several social,
structural and political barriers, these groups are disproportionately affected by multidimensional poverty.
Emerging Issues and Barriers
●

The increasing but unsubstantiated focus on austerity is having significant adverse effects on
multidimensional poverty, and reversing previously positive trends. We urge all governments to
discuss this issue and abandon austerity programs.

●

In addition, in the context of the interface of a human rights approach with increasing automation
and the changing nature of work, governments should have a dialogue on action-oriented
measures for implementing a universal basic income and impose caps on maximum income.

SDG 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture
The achievement of this goal in respective national contexts requires the move from food security to food
sovereignty as its central pillar. In addition, to make it mutually reinforcing with other elements of the
agenda, this needs to be done through harnessing locally appropriate technologies and indigenous
knowledge that transitions food production from an ecologically and socially extractive to a regenerative
activity.
To comprehensively integrate the nutritional aspect of achieving this goal, the national plans and their
monitoring should include specific reporting on progress made in accessibility and uptake of macro and
micro nutrient components of food.
Emerging Issues and Barriers
●

The global epidemic of bee colony collapse disorder is a serious threat to food security and
sovereignty. We urge for the immediate agreement of a global protocol to place a moratorium on
the neurotoxic chemical pesticides attributed to this, and the destruction of all stocks.

●

Another challenging barrier facing farmers is the aggressive corporatisation of genetic resources
and biodiversity. This monopolises the commons and forcefully concentrates knowledge in an
exclusive private domain, thus limiting its use and positive impact.

SDG 3:Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages/World Health Assembly
To achieve the full scope of SDG 3 and deliberations of the WHA, all national policies need to be
broadly delivered through an age friendly and rights based approach. This has implications on a range
of topics from point of care, to fiscal, and climate policies.
The contextual background, should be constantly adapting to the changing landscape of global and
national health. This includes changing trends, risk factors and the shift from infectious to
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noncommunicable diseases (NCDs). This is specifically important, as 78% of the risk factor behavior
that causes premature mortality from NCDs start during adolescence.
Universal Health Coverage (UHC) should be considered achieved if it includes minimal or no out of
pocket expense.
Emerging Issues and Barriers
●

Although not included in the targets in SDG 3, paragraph 26 of the 2030 Agenda highlights
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR), further discussed in the special meeting on AMR at UNGA
2016. National plans should make special efforts to include interventions to address AMR.

●

The framework for domestic resource mobilisation (DRM) should incorporate health outcomes in
financing strategies through mechanism like taxation of harmful substances like sugar.

●

The dilution of regulatory frameworks resulting in increased Industry interference with national
public health policies is a major barrier to evidence informed and rights based health policy.

●

Intentional political and structural barriers prevent countries in need to make full use of Traderelated intellectual property rights (TRIPS) flexibilities. A non-regression based process to
overhaul these is needed to provide countries with the sovereignty to invoke compulsory
licensing to meet shortages in reliable access to quality medicines.

●

The misguided and deliberate denial of the sexual and reproductive health and rights of young
people, especially targeted at the ability of young women and girls to control their own bodies,
remains a glaring barrier in the achievement of SDG 3.

●

The increased occurrence and intensity of global infectious pandemics is a serious threat to our
collective resilience, and needs a global action plan with dedicated resources.

SDG 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls/CSW
The empowerment of girls and women requires holistic legislative and societal changes, catalyzed by
targeted efforts by States to commit budget towards gender-sensitive policy implementation, with the
consultation of women. By 2014, 143 countries committed to equality between men and women in the
eyes of law established by their Constitutions, whilst 52 countries have yet to take this step1. We strongly
urge these 52 states to follow suit and amend their Constitution to reflect the status of equality between
men and women.
The persistent violation of gender equality, that poses barriers to women from childhood, is nuanced and
embedded within and perpetuated by unfounded cultural and social stigmas. The barriers extend but
aren’t limited to poor sanitation, health, violence, child marriage, unaccounted for domestic work and
unpaid labour that limits access of girls and women to education, economic mobility and societal
participation.

1

http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-and-the-sdgs/sdg-5-gender-equality
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The discrimination and violence against girls, women, the LGBTQI community and non-gender
conforming individuals causes severe emotional and physical trauma, enhanced health risks, and
diminished economic and social mobility.
Emerging Issues and Barriers
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

National plans for achieving SDG 5 should be anchored in intergenerational partnerships with
young women at the local level, along with mobilising young men and boys to foster enabling
environments for gender equality.
National frameworks should recognize that gender isn't binary, rather encapsulates equality
between people of all genders, and recognises every person’s person's right to self gender
identification.
Enhance scope of national policies to include SRHR.
Economic empowerment should go beyond entrepreneurship to facilitate support for young
women-led cooperatives, vocational training and enable non-formal education initiatives to
holistically enrich girls’ and women’s leadership skills.
Include tangible initiatives like menstrual hygiene management and ensure that WASH and
security indicators are met as priorities toward equal access to and completion of education for
young women toward future economic and social opportunities.
Commit to sharing national records of crimes against women and children, conviction rates and
the budgetary allocation on national and state level towards reducing gender based crimes and
rehabilitation of victims.
Ensure and recommit to non-discrimination in terms of financial policies on grounds of gender.

SDG 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
foster innovation
Infrastructure, both physical and digital, are foundational for achieving many of the SDGs. Plans for
resilient infrastructure should be responsive to changing environments influenced by climate change,
disasters, demographic trends, urbanization, economic fluctuations, and changing sociopolitical
systems.
In addition, physical infrastructure planning should be subject to life cycle assessment in regards to its
short and long term social and environmental impacts, making it people centered and planet sensitive.
This involves being environmentally regenerative and socially and economically inclusive, while
providing services that promote sustainable livelihoods.
National infrastructure development should be subject to community-based assessment and decision
making aimed at addressing local needs across spatial contexts (urban, peri-urban, rural), while
promoting integrated fit-for-purpose territorial development.
Emerging Issues and Barriers
●

Net neutrality and the right to privacy are critical issues that will ensure quality access to
important technologies. We urge governments to change course from several policies that have
sought to undermine these concepts.
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SDG 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development
Oceans cover the majority of our planet and constitute one of the nine planetary boundaries. In addition,
their national and global nature presents unique challenges and opportunities. The intersection of the
national and global frameworks for oceans should deliberately focus on creating an ethic of stewardship
through a commons approach, while creating coherence between SDG14 and other frameworks like the
SFDRR, SAMOA Pathway etc.
In this regard it is critical to ensure oceans related capacity building to include not only littoral and island
but also landlocked countries to strengthen awareness of the importance of oceans for our, and the planet's
wellbeing, beyond the study of natural sciences
Emerging Issues and Barriers
●

●

Some studies estimate that the business as usual scenario could result in more plastic than fish
in the oceans by 2050. We urge member states to build on the work of the 2030 Agenda (2015),
the G7 (2015) and the UNEA (2016), to establish a timeline and process to agree to a global
treaty on plastics (including micro-plastics) and oceans.
Industrial scale extraterritorial overfishing (questionable under UNCLOS), in some cases,
assisted by heavy state subsidies, is causing the rapid decline in the food sovereignty of many
communities and denying them their human rights. We urge member states to address such
instances.

Coherence of Sustainable Development Frameworks
Greater attention must be given to the integration of respective sustainable development frameworks
(the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, 10 YFP for SCP, the New Urban Agenda, etc.) in
the context of national action plans. This requires that governments formally seek to break silos during
the implementation of these frameworks, promoting coherence.
Through dedicated discussions, the HLPF, in line with its mandate, can ensure the integration necessary
to achieve the successful and coherent implementation of these frameworks, especially at the national
level.
Sendai Framework DRR (SFDRR)
Adopted in 2015, before the 2030 Agenda, the SFDRR lays down the foundation to building resilience.
Development that is not resilient cannot be sustainable in the long run. In the current contexts of increased
fragility (due to conflict, human induced and environmental disasters), resilience has become an
indispensable precondition and planning component of all sustainable development policies, and must be
incorporated by governments as such.
New Urban Agenda (NUA)
The New Urban Agenda, adopted in 2016, guides the global community towards the achievement of more
sustainable cities and integrated territorial development through greater urban-rural synergies.
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Given the pressing economic, social and environmental dimensions impacts of urbanisation, it is essential
to avoid a siloed approach and instead integrate planning of sustainable urban and territorial development
in broader national plans.
These should seek to build coherence with the NUA and serve to highlight the territoriality of all issues
and thus provide a lens to better perceive pressing problems from multiple angles. Moreover, the
localization and territorialization of the SDGs can help create enabling environments for member states to
interact and learn the best practices required for individual circumstances.
Humanitarian Affairs
We are experiencing the biggest humanitarian crises since World War 2. Given the unprecedented
magnitude, and scope of the issue, it is essential to incorporate the humanitarian context (in coherence
with discussions at ECOSOC HAS) in the planning and implementation of all sustainable development
policies. Member states- source, transit and host need to work together with the international community
to best ensure the realisation of the human rights and benefits of sustainable development for all affected
people.
Environmental Assembly
The United Nations membership should systematically work towards establishing a time bound process to
classify and recognise ecocide as a crime against humanity.
Science Policy Interface
The science-policy interface has become increasing important within the UN system. It provides the
foundation for evidence-informed policies, facilitates the use of science, technology, and innovation (STI)
as enablers in the implementation and review, and provides a scientific lens into monitoring impact.
Living in an increasingly sociotechnical world, context-appropriate applications of STI are crucial in
maintaining development efforts. Determining the impact of technology depends on the targets used to
measure it, highlighting the importance of avoiding misappropriating technological advance as social or
economic progress.
Technology shapes behaviors by influencing perception and action, making it important for all
stakeholders to actively engage in defining gaps for which technologies are appropriate solutions and the
eventual design, development, and use of such objects. Recommendations for doing so include the
following:
- Technologies should not be developed in vacuum but in a context and for specific objectives
that fill gaps in SDGs implementation;
- Moving away from a "one size fit all" mentality, national frameworks should promote
innovation that integrates traditional knowledge and reflects local contexts;
- Strengthening evidence-informed approach to policy processes, making effective science
communication crucial to translate technical information into practical STI, effective policies,
and positive behavior change;
- Promoting open science, democratizing software/hardware, and enhancing the role of citizen
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-

data is key to enable conducive environments for knowledge transfer, capacity building, and
reproducibility;
Community-driven ICT skills and digital literacy that contribute to sustainable livelihoods, and
decent jobs, not simply to serve market demands;
Perform ex ante and ex poste community driven technology assessments through design,
development, deployment, scaling, use, and discard.
Develop frameworks to track the positive and negative, primary and secondary, short-term and
long-term, intended and unintended effects of technologies.

Means of Implementation: FfD and SDG 17
Financial Frameworks
National and international policies should seek to align macroeconomic frameworks with the three
dimensions of sustainable development.
Emerging issues and barriers
●

●
●
●

Concrete initiatives like UNEP’s Ecological Risk Integration into Sovereign Credit (E-RISC), and
Ecological Tax Reform (ETR- shifting base from value addition to extraction and pollution) should be
expanded and applied universally, as a step towards internalising externalities
Addressing the issue of stranded assets and the carbon bubble
Under the Basel convention, member states should add a clause to incorporate ‘ecologically sound’
banking practices, and facilitate a transition from fractional to full reserve banking,
Convene a process to implement the Financial Transaction Tax (FTT)

Data
Data has also become a central feature of the development agenda that requires a purpose-driven data
revolution in order to turn “big data” into impactful and relevant bits. Numbers are often used to justify
policy action and demonstrate effects of policy decisions. However, this can often be politicized to
influence the allocation of limited resources under the false impression of “evidence-based” practices.
The notion of “objectivity” in data is difficult to defend, as there is always a degree of subjectivity,
whether in establishing inclusion/exclusion principles in data or its interpretation.
Data, nevertheless, remains a powerful tool with the potential to provide unique insights into complex
systems. To fully reap the benefits of data and avoid the perpetuation of uncertainty that can arise, below
are several recommendations:
- Establish best practices for the appropriate collection, interpretation, and reporting of data to
minimize bias;
- Promote transparency and openness to allow users to assess the saliency, legitimacy, and
credibility of the process and tools used for collecting data, as well as designing technicallyinformed policy recommendations;
- Complement data from various sources, including citizen-generated data, and that from different
knowledge streams, including traditional indigenous and non-formal knowledge systems,
including both quantitative and qualitative variables;
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Validate the source of data to screen for conflicts of interest and potential bias;
Enhance the statistical capacity at all levels

Good Practice at National Level
-

Integrate robust science and technology roadmaps within national SDG plans to support the
implementation, monitoring and review.
Promote coherence between the science-policy dimension of different sustainable development
agendas to promote effective resource use and knowledge sharing.
Provide enabling environments for STI by developing policies conducive to incentivizing
innovation that address community-identified needs.
Remove structural, financial, and sociocultural barriers leading to uneven access to technologies.

Engagement of Major Groups and Other Stakeholders (MGoS)
National sustainable development councils or structures are critical to the effective and coherent
implementation of sustainable development policies. As part of their institutional mechanism, these
should integrate rights based modalities through the participation of MGoS in all their deliberations.
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 ðĉéz hÈÉÙ3
    Ŋ »suŲUÇ lkE Đ ðz ČaÈóàÖm ě«ó lk
E ðÿ Ŏþ ǖhÈó Uz ¹È õÙ3
    Ŋ GÇ lkE`cÿ hCMlkE©Ğe½× nĤ Ė lkE uŲÜ
ŖÇ Đ ðČa æ°Ą ě «ó lkE»sX ć éŭa

8#
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lÇ Đ ŰųG h©ÈÉÙÇq ¡° ÃÂmÑÇ zl ¡»s
E lkE uŲÜŖ¸ ûƋŮ n õÿ ģGÿ ~ư hÈ Ƨ
õÙ3
  < Îc
    Ŋ lkE`c«Z ½ nĤÈÿ lkE©Ğêd× nĤ·©Ç lkE
uŲÜŖ¸ ûƋŮ n õÿ »suŲU¸ æ° õÖm eŒÈ
Ƨ õÙ3

)Ý ¿ÖÊĘĢ jm+^kl ÝÝ ¥ß<
  < o
    Ŋ lkE ².ųZ lkE »s ³ªÿ ¨ŭÌE ²·¸ mĬĝÊ ÈI
ŁlkEÇ Ł³ CÍm ŷZ Uśų µE Ă °m0 ČļŮ òG
®I ˵ƱUM ǍÏƎ °ÿ ÜÝZ lkE eE ĉľ· zƀ ¶ĊĉľÇ
¨ŭÌE uż ¼ɲ òŢ3
    Ŋ  lkE 3ŵÿ ƺG Īó ˵Ʊ¸ Îĩÿ òÖ0 mĬŘ3
l iÝ)= o*Î ¥ß ĵƉǌ

ƻ ė@ 5 lkEe?µ"(3 lkEĿ Ƣơ å _ Ėů3 Cǌ

8$
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    Ŋ lkE eE ĚŴnłZ

¢Ŷ 3ĮµÖ0 ąÃ ƏZ ĚŴnł mĬ

ĝ õÙ"»ĿĖ3 C lkE¹ŖU(3
    Ŋ GÏ ƏZ ĚŴ· ƏZ nł lhq

Ö0 Ǖ¼̇ĸ lkE Ă

3ŵz ƺG Īó ˵Ʊ¸ Îĩ] °ÿ òÖ0 mĬŘ3
    Ŋ ƺG Īó ˵Ʊ¸ Îĩ] ÿ CÞ ĮÞÇ 3ÞÖ0I ą  -·ū
ĝÿ òG ȓ«"3DÞ(I JhÌÖ0 óĒ Sæ ªé¸ Ĉ ĵ°
õ"3DÞ(

 Ś Ȕì«Ç Ł°b zl ŷZ òÖ0 mĬŘ3

  < Îc
    Ŋ lkE².ų ³² ´³ ĚŴŽRTG SæĎ3 GÇ lkE`cĥ
_ŀZ hqeŒ ć XȶŽR  B¥Ö0 lkEĚŴŽR ć ļȝR
T ĳ ´ ©ĞŧƁ ć ƾ

 RA° ° õÖ®I hM

lkE©Ğêd×"D½½( nĤ ´ Ĳ_¸ RA° õ
Ù3

Ý ¿ÖÊ ńqìă ČĂ+^kl )ÝÝ º )ÝÝ ¥ß<
  < o
    Ŋ ǂ)

 3 »s· ˄˃Ç ìÀ ć ¦ĖìÀÇÿ Ŏï ĸ¶I Ť

ţĸ Đĳ Àz hÈÉ lkE śųZ hǥË ÜŖŢ3
    Ŋ Ç lkE UśųZ C3DÔÖ0 ~cE UśųE 3D
Ô Ł CÍz ŷZ òÖ0 mĬŘ3
¦Ī iÝ = ¿ÖÊ ńqìĢ

ƻ ė@5 Ĥ¯ğµ ¯ğ_ĚI lkï »s ð3 3
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    Ŋ lkE śųZ ŁlkEÇ Ł°b ąÃ ŷÖ®I é¥J

 Ì E

ǞÑz ãƋ°Ê åÈÉ JÃ / ŻMÿ £¬°Ê mĬmÿ òG BĊ
ÌE ċÜŢ3
    Ŋ ÀÇ ÿ ħï ňG _ŕŗ0 § ¦ JÃ ~cE Ă Ťţĸ
UśųZ ÔGmI lkŤţĸ JÃ 3DÔÇ şĎ3 Gÿ lk0 E 
śEI ¨ŭÌE Tƈ0 E òEI éÌ @ \h0 ?ţ ò
E ¦ǣ Uz æǵ3
    Ŋ ĕ ¦ lkE UśųZ ~cÇ Ł°b MGÿ 3ÍI
¦ÿ 3CÍI ¦ÿ 3ÍI ¦ÿ 3Í Uśų ŻMz
?ţ° õÙ3
  < Îc
    Ŋ lkE`cĥ_ŀZ lkE»sX ć éŭa lÇ Đ Űų h
© r¶ q°ĄÙ3 Űŕ ć °´Űŕ h© ´³ ½Ė lkE`
cI éI ǔI _µÖ0 aË ww¸ a°b ruĎ3 G¸ ð³ l
kEŸĉ ĐÞ Űŕ ć °´Űŕ ĳ°b µ¹ ć ĿĖ ~ş
°b Đǅʨ3
    Ŋ lkE »sX å ´³ lkE»sª ć lkE¯ğr¶ ć cƖI »
sXƂƖ

Ç Đ Ų ©ĞŧƁ eě° õÖ®I lk æʊ£

·h0 ą½ Œ©° õI ÙƂȜI ~lkEqĉI pl
kE?~´µI ĿĖï lkE`cƾI --¯ğéifI »Ŀ
´µl· ƾI lkEqĉ ifI lkE©Ğ̉̈I aÔI qĉ
éI ƨI ʄǽø

 ð³ Gˑ¸ Ɂ õÙ3

Ý ¿ÖÊ ¨ǍĢ ČĂ+^kl )ÝÝ ¥ß<
  < o
    Ŋ ĉľ0 E śZ ŁlkE lkEÇ £¬°Ê ?ţ° õÖ
m lkE śųZ

 ¦ĖìÀÇÿ Īÿ ÜŖŢ3

    Ŋ ~c E śµEÇ ĉľZ ƿ´Ç iĎÈ Ƨ õÖmI lkE
 JÃÿ oġ0 / ^qnz ŷÙ3 ĉľ"Ì ĉ³(ÿ lkE ĮÔŸ
C3ÔÖ0 mĬm õó GÇ  ĞG æÈ õÙ3
    Ŋ ǮȽ £¬ ÞZ lk\h0 E zƀ¶ĊĉľG ̊ŢĪG ?ţ° õÿ
ÞŢ3
    Ŋ /Ïm ÃÂmÑÇ ĉľĞÇÿ lkýa Ē ĞG ĳÈ
õ Ƨ õI lkEĿ ©Ğ Łċ¹a ĒŮ Ɨ / \hÿ ǮȽ
£¬³Ş òÖ0 mĬŘ3

86
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¦Ī iÝ= ¿ÖÊ qìÊ Ƽ'

ƻ  lkï »s ð ʫ̌̋ø ĉé3 Ĥ¯ğµ ě

  < Îc
    Ŋ lkE ĉľų tĚ¸ ´ lkE`c ğ¶Z cÌÖ0 ûƋÈ Ƨ
õÖmI lkE ĉľ ?ţ  aÔI ç¢ ?À° õÙ3

öÝ ¿ÖÊ ċ & *u+^kl )Ý6Ý ¥ß<
  < o
    Ŋ lkEĿŰÇ lkE éŁµhq¸ ĊÖ0 éĆbhqz AĂ
Ţ3 ĕ lkE«Z »sƓhqÇ zƔÈó õǮÑq ŁĆbŁhq Ö
0 JhÌÖ0 óĒ ªé¸ ĵ Ĉ õÿ ŁŔG D3ŵÇ şĎ3
l iÝ= o*Î¥ß ĵƉǌ

8
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ƻ ė@5 lkEe?µ"(3 lkEĿ Ƣơ å _ Ėů3 CDǌ

    Ŋ ½ lkE»sX ć éŭa lÇ Đ ŰųG AÈmI lkE
 éGļ µğ°Ê ³Ȟ n õqů ŰųÇ ÔË ÓéŁ µÕÇ Đ
 _ÿ RAÈ ƧÙ3
  < Îc
    Ŋ lkE`cĥ_ŀ wwÇ Ča lkE»sXŰ °´ŰŕTÇ é
ŁµÇ Đ ĝļ ĿĖÇ ©Ğ»¸ °ĄI ĿĖ Đ ¬ê w
Ç éŁ µÇ Đ ń h° õÙ3

iÝ ¿ÖÊ Ťťro jm+^kl ÝÝ ¥ß<
  < o
    Ŋ ~cÇ Ł°b lkE ƂƖnłZ ąÃ ƏÙ3 G0 E³ ŝ· \
ţğI pÇ ğ¶ Ç ¨ŭÌE uż Ĉ õÙ3
    Ŋ ÃÂmÑ lkE ƂƖ©qÿ ÓĲ ǔƂÕ D3DŵI Ó ǔƂÕ D3ŵI ÓĂǔ
ƂÕ 3ŵI ÓǔGÜÕ 3ŵI /Â ÓyǔÕG 3ŵE òÖ0 mĬŘ3
    Ŋ GÏ U²·ÿ ½q lkE¹ŖU ƂƖ©qE ÓĲ ǔƂÕ

87
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3ŵI Ó ǔƂÕ 3ŵI ÓĂǔƂÕD3ŵI ÓǔGÜÕ 3ŵI ÓyǔÕ 3Dŵ ƿ
ï Ê ĩ ƧÙ3
    Ŋ ÓyǔÕ hǥ ÃÂmÑ ~c  ƂƖ©qÿ ÓĲ ǔƂÕ C3CŵI ÓĂǔƂÕ
C3ŵI Ó ǔƂÕ 3ŵI ÓǔGÜÕ 3CŵG"½ EÛĥUI ð
ű(3 ƂƖ©qz  ǔƂ GÜE ŁĂZ lkEG C3ŵ /Â ~c 
G 3ŵ0 lkE  ǔƂ GÜ ƂƖŁŔZ ~c  ¢Ŷ Ń
3ŵ= ƏÙ3
    Ŋ GÏ lkE ƏZ ƂƖ©q¸ ³²° ´³ÿ lkE ƂƖ· ĐĳË
Ì ²©æEÇ  eŒG ĿdÌÖ0 GóôƎ Ď3
l iÝ= ¿ÖÊ Ťťnu

ƻ ė@5 »ĿĖ3 C lkE¹ŖU3 ǌ

  < Îc
    Ŋ ½ ýnƂƖR˱ŰG h©ÈÉĮ / GÇq ¬ê ǔƂÇ ƔǔÎ
ĖI ýnǔƂ »ĤĊ  lkEƂƖMŗZ }ÌÖ0 ?ţ°ĄÙ3 GÇ
 ³²ĞÖ0 lkE ĖŎI ýnƂ« `cz Ŏb ½ lkEƂ
Ɩ -ƂƖ¸ ìÌÖ0 ÓlkEƂƖX ±¸ ´ ƅĞÕ¸ 
a°Ą lkEƂƖÇĐĭŰT Ç ƔŰűµ°ĄI ©ĖTÇ 
ĞTG nŅË ýnƂƖR˱Ű e©G GóĦÙ3
    Ŋ ½ ÓlkEƂƖX_Õz ²aÈÉÙ3 lkEƂƖX_ÿ ýnƂƖR˱
Ű \hŹƍ ð°b lkEƂƖ UÌ ï ċ¹Ì \hÞ ³²
° ´°b ýnƂƖR˱Ű e©° ÿ í0r ŰųE ÓlkEƂƖ
µŰTÕ Ča°b ½ Ô µÖ0Ė -¶?¸ Ĉĸ
Ç ?°ĄÙ3 GÇ ©Ėÿ ƔŰTÖ0 ½   B ÓýnƂƖ
R˱Ű ~Ė e©TÕ Ç hė°ĄÙ3
    Ŋ G þ ŰųZ  ƂƖ´µÇ TÖ0 ĳË ÓlkE Ç  ý
nƂƖŰTÕÖ0 ð·ÈÉ ŰhŰ´µ¸ ÎǏ ĭÇ z²ÈÉÙ3
    Ŋ ċ¯ ¬ ĉc lkE ƂƖ nł ŻM³Ě¸ ´³ ½Ė ~
qŗ lkEĿǆƂƖ ŁƂUz ą½ ¹È õÖ®I G¸ ħȆÖ0
¬ ĉc ŻM³Ě¸ ´ ©Ğ»¸ ° õÙ3
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áÝ ¿ÖÊ šOŔ jm+^kl öÝÝ ¥ß<
  < o
    Ŋ ÃÂmÑ OăZ lkE BÜţğI ¨lţğI ƂƖI Ģb zl
¨ŭÌÖ0 uż ÿ æĚG®I lkE »s ğ¶·q ąÃ ǣŭ _
ĐG õÙ3
    Ŋ G¸ ´³ lkEOŽRŰG h©Èó AÈ õÖ® Oă ăª¹
Ŗ ~nUz ¹È õÙ3
    Ŋ G ¹ŖU U²· ´ţă ~c ăªŔZ C3ŵI Ì©ăªŔZ
D3ŵŢ3 ʜģ ´ţă Ă lkEG GļŮ n õÿ ŐZ Cʜģq T
Èÿ ÜÝŢ3
    Ŋ Oă ŹȜE ąeăI ĝĖăI ´ţăI TĝăI Ĭă Ă
Ç Tĝă· Ďč ´ţăG ąÃ ƏZ ăªŔ mĬĝ õÙ3 Gÿ
´ţă Ă ̍cóļĉ  ´ OăÇ ³ÿ ¸ hǥ
Ěm ¦§

 Ś Oă ăªÇ  E.G Ə Ɨ\Ö0 ķ

n õÙ3
    Ŋ ´ţă ĂÇ ăªŔG zl ŷZ ¦ĖȔìZ ¦§0 ăªŔZ D3ŵI
Ì©ăªŔZ C3CŵE òÖ0 mĬīÖ®I ăªŔG zl ƏZ ȔìZ Ǹ¹
0 ăªŔZ 3ŵI Ì©ăªŔZ 3ŵŢ3
    Ŋ ´ţă ¦ĖȔì ĂÇ ¦§¸ hǥ ĖŹ ¦ĖȔìG
ĀCŵ ƅ´ ƏZ ăªŔ mĬĝ õÙ3
    Ŋ ýŦ  ĝĖ -Ç Oă ăªÿ 3C3D¼Ç ƐĜó 
 Íª° ȚǪG  ăª°bƎ °ÿģI ĖŹ »Ʈ l¹ -
  U»G ĩ Ɨ\Ç Ś l¹ Đĳ ¦ĖȔì Oă
ăªÇ  ~\aG ǮȽ æǵ3
    Ŋ G0 E³ OăG ăªË q Gļ°ÿģ Ě óĒĴG õÿ ò
G ċ¹Ţ3
l iÝö= ' OŔ ^OŔû ¿ÖÊ šOŔ Ŕă

ƻ ė@5 »ĿĖ"(3 ½ lkEOă ¹Ŗ~nU3 CCǌ3
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  < Îc
    Ŋ clkEjÇÿ clkE Oăµ|¸ ăª° O
ăȝR` ru° õÖ®I Oă ~\z  ̎ eěI Oă Ü
»ƮÇ  Oă ăª Þß° õÖ®I ĿĖ0Ė Oă Ìd
a ±Ey¸ ´ƴĈĸ  Oă eŒ ¹° õÙ3
    Ŋ yĖ@E ĿĖ Oăêd× nĤ I Aŕ AƊĺ e©
´  Ç Ģb°b Oă eŒT h õÙ3


Ý ¿ÖÊ ¾Ģ +^kl áÝÝ ¥ß< º ¿ÖÊ ċo*ÎcÊ~ Č
Ă +^kl áÝöÝ ¥ß<
  < o
    Ŋ lkE ¹\hÿ ŁlkEG ǹ õÿ ¹\hÇ Ł°b ǮȽ ĿdÌ
\hz ?ţĎ3 lkEZ ¹ ŁlkEÇ Ł°b š¶ _aG Čĸ Ĭ
¨l ĕ Ĭ¨êÖ0 ~Gz ąÃ óĒĴ3
    Ŋ ĕ ŝÜŖÇ õÉñ lkE«ÇÊÿ B© ¶T lkEĿhq
ÜÇ ĖŹ hǥÈ Ɨ\Ç ^]Ö0 RƔI Ì Đ M`
 ǯ Ş Š° ȅ ĮĸƱÑ ţƆ \hÇ ¨§°Ê ǵ3
    Ŋ lkE ¹ųZ 3ŵ0 ~c ¹ų"C3( 3ŵÇ Ł³ 3DÍ ŷZ nł
Ţ3
    Ŋ ðűÇ ļ°ÿ ƼÅ"hš¶ʼ Ƽ<+%'<$+:&<$v $ȴ&' Å'8$<:ʛ$ +:&<(
ł Ìļ JÃI Į ¦ GÜ lkE Ă ¹ĉÿ ºÔÖ0 Ĝ©
ǵ3
    Ŋ aŗ0 §I ŘalkE EŁ ŝĉ ŁŔZ C3ŵGI balkE
Z 3ŵ0 ŘalkE ŝĉ ŁŔG balkEÇ Ł³ ŷZ nłŢ3
l iÝi= ¿ÖÊ Đªû Ĳ Ê~ º ĲĢ

ƻ ė@5 »ĿĖX»_µ"C(I C lkE ¹ŖU3 ǌ
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    Ŋ ŁJhğ¶E¸ aŗÇ ĨÑ ľƽ§I ~cEÿ ŘaG C3ŵI baG
3ŵ0 mĬī lkEÿ ŘaG C3ŵI baG 3ŵ0 ~cEï
lkE ŎþÇ ba ŁJhğ¶E ŁŔG Ǯ ŷÊ mĬŘ3
    Ŋ ǔgŗ0 ľƽ§I ~cEï lkE ŎþÇ Ă˶G° ŁJhğ¶
E ŁŔG zl ŷÖm lkEÿ 3ŵ0 ~cE C3ŵÇ Ł³ Ń
3Í GÜE òÖ0 mĬŘ3
  < Îc
    Ŋ lkE`cĥ_ŀZ lkEļȝR h0  ©ĞÂi! ?I Ă
ŽlkE ļȝR TI lkEěŠŢū hǥ¸ Ô ěŠŢūŰ e©
Ç Đ ©ĞŧƁI aÔ ć ç¢ ?ÀI ©t ĉé h-  ¹
° õÙ3

Ý ¿ÖÊ q» Ĝû ČĂ +^kl Ý)Ý ¥ß< º

» ǎǏǐ

 L( Lư+^kl ÝiÝ ¥ß<
  < o
    Ŋ lkEG lk0 E MŗG zl £° ʵ˵ÿ ŹƎÿ ÓǔƂţğ Ă
ĕÄ ǔţÖ0Ė MŗÕ"C3ŵ( Ɠhq Ń Õ"C3Cŵ(I ÓĲ ǔƂ Ɣ
ǔǆ~ǔ  MŗÕ"D3Dŵ(ƿÖ0 mĬŘ3
l iÝá= ¿ÖÊ q» Ĝû oħ^

ƻ ė@ 5»ĿĖI »_µ ǾC lkE¹ŖUȀI 
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    Ŋ ýŦ Ɠhq Ń  ?ţ°ÿ ÎĖ \hÿ £¬ Mŗ Ă °mŢ3 Ü
Ű Uÿ £ŤÜ¹ĉ G qKƓ· E´Ì  [ţĉz Èÿ ò
 Ļ´³ qƔÈÉÖmI /¶T lkE ƓzƔ z0Ļÿ ʰĚUȔ
Ö0 Čļ³àÙ3
    Ŋ ½ ǂ)Ç ÚÛË lkEXÂjŃÇ °b ÃÂmÑÿ á ½
Łł -i°ĄÖmI ÜŰ U¸ G 0 lkEXÂjŃ hU %Ŝ¸
 c G¸ Łł ħ õÙ3 GÇ °b zEX´µÿ G Ɗ© ǖ
h¸ X ħ õÙ3
    Ŋ ĕ ǂ) lkXÂ´µÿ G UȔÇ  ©X¸ °ĄÖm ĸ¨ ³²
È ĵ ÜŖŢ3
  < Îc
    Ŋ lkÿ lkEMŗūŰ h© ´ _c¸ a°b Űųh© G
ɹóĝÉÖ® ċ¯ÿ lkEMŗūĜR_I ~lkEMŗǅǇ_
G ²aÈó ğ¶° õÙ3
    Ŋ lkE`cĥ_ŀZ lkEMŗūŰ h© ½ ƐG°Ê Èó ~
§e© ´ ©ĞŧƁ¸ ð°b ~§e© ĝļ Ŏȹ° õI EX
´ÿ lkE`cï ƾï ©ĞŧƁ¸ eěÈ õÙ3 

Ý ¿ÖÊ ÏŠ q ļÐ+kl ö ¥ß<
  < o
    Ŋ ăÇ Î°ÿ Ň· ÎŝŃ tĚ Àz iĎÈóƎ Ď3 lk
EÎă Įb ÔI ©ŤéĐ DĮb ÔI šEæŲă Įb Ô
 Ň«GǱăÇ ĤË ǯG ĸƃ pÇ ðdË ǯ u´Ů n
Gqů Đĳ ©Ğ nĤ Sæ3
    Ŋ ĕ ǌœI bEǦI ÎÂšǦ  Î ŝŃ  ð ûƋ ć Î ŝƎ
G ÎŮ Į ūĉÂ ĳ ©Ğ Sæ3
  < Îc
    Ŋ ýŗ Ɖă e½ ×"½ĀD½( nĤ ´°b ĝ Ɖ
ă r¶ `c ć lkE EX `cÿ ýŗ Ɖă wwI Ɖă©Ğ
´µ ć ?şlkE©Ğ´µÇ Ģb°b cÌE ©Ğ hƌ ć nĤÇ
bĎ3

Ý ¿Ö

 Êĝ ¿$ '( êu ďU

  < o
    Ŋ lkbaZ lkEGm bĉI ǲ Ă °m0 ¥µÈ Ƨÿ lkï aŗG

 #
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ƂM° -Ɔ°ÿ JƓ °® ľĸz õÖ® lkbaZ Mŗ JƓZ
ÓĂÌÕ Ţ3 Gÿ lkEXÂjŃÇq Ô° õÿ æ ĝļÖ0
ďI lkba«Z ɱǮƒg Łɭ Ų .Ö0 A³ÿ ƒgÇ š
ėÈ®I BÜÌÖ0 ²© ć Ģb·©Ç Íh¸ JƓ°®I aMŗ ć
lkMŗ0 E³ øø0 ðhX ǹ ĵ°ÿ Èÿ JÃz ƘÙ3 ĕ l
kbaZ aÌ XÂï ¯ţX"ŢŤI ėI ɃŖI ŲƖ (G ðhÈÎm ɤ
³¸ Ĉq Ď3
    Ŋ G¸ ´³ ©Ėÿ lkbaG JƓ°ÿ MŗÇ ³ aEÌ ĐÞÖ0 ©
Ğ nĤ³Ǝ °I lkbaG pıs¸ Ů n õqů Ų ©ĞÌ
ŭ ĳ³Ǝ Ď3 lkbaG Ŏŏ EX· ĭÌ ĉ ¸ ¶
°Ê ɫȰ n õqů  ©Ėÿ ÌőÌ Uª¸ ĳ³Ǝ Ď3

° Ō~

  < Îc
    Ŋ lkba ĂMŗ ǅǇ¸ ´ iɖÌ MŗūŰh© ğ¶
    Ŋ lkba ĐÞ Ɖă4 ʰĤţğ µ©Ğ nĤ
    Ŋ lkba pıs¸ ´ ~Ğ nĤ ğ¶
    Ŋ baƒg ť³Ç šėË lkba ť³ĉ µ ğ¶
    Ŋ lkba ¯ţXÂ l ğ¶ ć ƂƖ

ÞÝ nŕ *Ǌ 
Ý 5> º Êē%Ʋ ^kl Đcľ S T  &l Sn å º j"
  Ŋ

 ć Eº~Ȼ ¦ĖìÀï _¶Ů n õÿ À n© Ō ć e? Sæ3

 Ų lkEĐĳ ðz åǵÇq ¡°

 ć Eº~Ȼ ¦

ĖìÀï _¶Ů n õÿ À¸ e?°Îm n©Ů Sæz õÙ3

Ý Ï
  Ŋ

 }ĵ L( ŻŬ( jǈ zõ
 ć Eº~ȻÇ ļÈ õÿ ļó eɕ Ô±Ŧ ûƋ°b 

lkEĐĳ ðï Ŝ¥a hŮ Sæz õÙ3

)Ý 5> ^kl ¥ß ¿ÖÊ ¥ß ÉƁÈd ÛǑ NM
  Ŋ

 ¦ĖìÀÿ lkï _ĐË Àz hÌŢ3 GÇ  ¬ ¦ĖÀ Ȕì

Ç lkE ŹƎ ũTG ŎȹÈóƎ Ď3

Ý ¿ÖÊđq¨ jÊ ÉĚƂ Ï

 &l uĨ

  Ŋ ċ¯  lkE Đĳ ð Ă ĚŴ

 ȔìÇÿ lkE z Ă£
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